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To the right excellent and vertuous
Gentleman Mayfter Robert Dormer, fonne to
the noble Knight Sir Wyllyam Dormer,

B. R. wilheth increale of worfhip,
with the fauoure of
GOD.

P Retily  was it aunfweared of
Praxiteles (right worfhipfull)
who beeyng demaunded whych
of both were moft to be eftee-
med the Paynter or the writer
of Hystories:  whether of the
two would you choofe (quoth
he) to be dumbe and make a

Jfigne aptly, or to haue the ufe
of your tongue, and tell your
tale fitly? fo that hym/felfe beyng a Paynter, and the Jci-
ence fo greatly regarded as then it was, yet beyng made

a iudge of two notable [ciences, he thought meeter to de-

rogate fomething from his owne arte, then to defame a

better. fuch were the dayes then, and the people Jo farre

enamoured wyth the Arte of Paynting, that to haue

Jkyll in the draught of fhadowes, and the apt framing of

pictures, was deemed the beft quality that could reft in

a Gentleman: touchyng whiche, wee may well fay as dyd

Parrhafius, who paynting one that ranne in a race, and

not able to make hym fweate, added this for a note, No

farther then coulours. fo that Praxiteles with his pen-
cill fhall make the [igne, and being not underftoode, He-
rodotus fhall tell his tale, by meanes whereof, that whych
wanteth in the one, fhall be fo plentifully fupplyed in the
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The Epilile

other, that dy/pifing the Paynter for [etting downe to
little, we fhall fufpect the wryter for alleadging to much,
finding faulte with one for ob/curitie, and in the other
fearing flatterie. fo lyuely in many things, and [o eui-
dent in all things is the pleafaunt difcourfe of hyftories,
that a better couterfayte may be drawne wyth two pen -
full of incke in Herodotus tale, then with two potfull of
coulours in Apelles table. But to leaue the Paynter to his
coulours, it was fitly fayde of Cicero, that to knowe no
more then that which was done in his owne time, were
Jtill to be a childe, meaning that the chiefeft parte of
wifedome by the which we fartheft furmount the boundes
of childifh ignoratice, is to be well feene in [toryes, out of
the which, whether more profite or pleafure redounde to
thofe that reade them,it is hard to fay. For what greater
commodity may there be, then to fit our [elues with fun-
dry fortes of examples, to direct our wits, to frame our
manners, to gouerne the courfe of our whole lyues, an
infinite number whereof are offered in ftories to the [in-
gulare profite of the pofteritie. Vertue blafed with excel-
lency, vice defaced with infamy, famous cities vtterly
deftroyed, fmall townes highly aduanced, auncient frend-
ship turned to enmity, mortall hatred conuerted to ami-
tie, free cities brought vnder tribute, and fuche as were
tributarie,reftored to freedome, briefly,all things in [to-
ryes, that may eyther for profite auayle the reader,or for
pleafure delight hym. It is lefte to memory of Scipio A-
fricanus a noble Gentleman of Rome,that [eeking to en-
Jue the example of Cyrus which was fayned by Xenophon,
he atchieued that fame of wifedome and valure as fewe
had attayned before hym. The lyke happened to felimus
prince of the Turkes, whofe auncetours hating ftories, he
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Dedicatory.

caufed the actes of Caefar to be drawne into his mother
tongue, and by his example, fubdued a great parte of Afia
and Africa. And Ceefar himfelfe had neuer afpired to the
type of fo great renowne, but by following of Alexan-
der, reading whofe victories, he braft out into teares,
forfomuch as at the fame age whereat Alexander had
Jubdued the whole worlde, hymfelfe had done nothing
woorthy memory. The delyghte wee receyue by readyng
hystories,is euery way fingulare, a foueraigne medicine
for the cares of the minde,a [peedy remedy for the griefes
of the body. fo that Alphonfus Kyng of Spayne, lefte by
Phyficke as incurable, recouered his health by readyng
Lyuy. In which kynde of delightfome veyne, [ithence of
all other Herodotus moft excelleth, both for the pleafaunt
courfe of the ftory, and the plentifull knowledge coteyned
therein, I thought him not vnfit at his firft entry into
Englande, to growe in fauour wyth fo noble a Gentle-
man, by whofe countenaunce gaynyng credite, hee may
with leffe [hame and greater acceptaunce aduenture in-
to the hands of fuch as fhall reade hym. I leaue hym ther-
fore in your worfhips hands to entertayne as a [itran-
ger, and as he deferueth to make hym familiar,not
forgetting to wifh hym good fortune as a for-

reyner, and to your [elfe increafe of
fame, and the fauour of God
to youre lyues
ende.

Your Worlhips molt duty full
to commaunde, B. R.
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To the Gentlemen Readers.

R Ight courteous Gentlemen, we haue brought

out of Greece into England two of the Mules,

Clio and Euterpe, as delirous to [ee the lande as

to learne the language; whome I trult you wil

vle well becaule they be women,and you can
not abule them becaule you be Gentlemen. As thele [peede
[o the relt will followe,neyther altogether vnwilling to for-
[ake theyr owne Countrey, nor yetouerhalty to arriue into
this, repofling the ende of theyr counfayle in the proofe of
youre courtelie. If you lyke them not for the attyre they
weare, yet bid them welcome for the newes they bring,
which I confelle are in many poyntes [traunge, but for the
molt parte true. The firlt of thele hath trauelled through
three Countreys of auncient fame, Lydia, Perfia, and Affy-
ria, making reporte of all [uche things as in the [ame are ey-
ther memorable for antiquity, or famous for excellency.
The [econd eyther lelle able to trauayle farre, or more plea-
furing in that Countrey, kepte relyaunce in 4£gypt, where
[he found the people [0 witty, the countrey o wonderfull,
all things [o ftraunge,and differing from the common courle
of nature, that abiding there, (hee thoughte £gypt to haue
greater store of myracles, then all the world belide. Where-
fore trauelling to no place but to £gypt, [he telleth no news
but out of £gypt, howbeit, in [uch exquiflite manner, that
for the countrey, the people, the princes, the lawes, the
courfe of all antiquitie, hearing her, ye will delire no more.
Neyther of thele are braued out in theyr coulours as the vle
is now adayes, and yet [o [eemely, as eyther you will loue
them becaule they are modelt, or not millike them becaule
they are not impudent, [ince in refuling ydle pearles to
make them [eeme gaudy, they reiect not modelt apparrell
to caule them go comely. The truth is (Gentlemen) in ma-
king them newe attyre, I was fayne to take example by
theyr olde array, cutting out my cloth by another mans
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To the Reader.

mealure, beeyng great difference whether wee inuent a fa-
fhion of our owne, or imitate a paterne [et downe by ano-
ther. Whiche I [peake not to this ende, for that my [elfe
coulde haue done more eloquently in englifhe then our Au-
thour hath in Greeke, but that the courle of his writing
beeyng molt [weete in Greeke, conuerted into Englilhe,
loofleth a great parte of his grace. Howloeuer the cale [tan-

deth Gentlemen, if it be not fo well as it might be, I
would it were better than it is,wilhing the belt
albeit I can not attayne to the belt, yet lealt
I condemne my [elfe before I neede, I wil
[tay vpon the cenlure and opinion of
others when the time (hall come.
Till when, and euer, leauing
you to God, and the good
[uccelle of your af-
fayres,I ende.
{illuftration}
Your very friende.
B.R.
ALiiij.<r>
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Fol. 1

HERODOTVS HIS
FIRST BOOKE INTI-
TLED CLIO.

H ERODOTVS beyng of the
citye of Halicarnaflus in Greece
wrote and compiled an  hiltory to
the end, that nether tract of time
might ouerwhelme & bury in [i-
lence the actes of humayne Kkynd:
nor the  worthye, and renowned
aduentures of the Grecians and
Barbarians, (as well other as

chiefly thofe that were done in warre)might want the due
reward of immortal fame. The Perfian wryters witnes ye
firft caule of debate & controuerfie to haue comen by ye pe-
ople called Phaenices who [ayling from the redde fea into
this of Greece, & inhabityng the [elfe [ame regions which
at this tyme alflo they holde and retayne: gaue themlfelues
to long vagaries and continuall viages by [ea. In which
fealon by trade of marchaundife brought from Aegipt and
Allyria, as in many other countries, [0 allo they arryued
at Argos. Argos at the [ame tyme was the molt noble and
famous city in Greece. Whither the Phaenices directyng
their courfe, after they were come,and within the [pace of
foure or fyue dayes, had made a good hand and riddaunce
of their wares. It fortuned certayne women (in whole co-
pany was the Kings daughter, whole name was lo. borne
of Inachus) to approach the (hore, in mynde to [uruay and
contemplate the wealth and f[ubftaunce of thele outlandilh
Marchauntes. Now in the meane fealon whiles the wome

were bulye and attentiue in prailing fuch thinges as their
fancy lead them, the Phaeniles ranne violently vppon them
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The firlt booke

and hauing caught Io with [ome others, they reflt excee-
dingly affryghted, and flying through feare, incontinently
wayghed ancore and [ayled into Aegipt. By thefe meanes
the Perfians record that Io firft came into Aegipt, not as
ye Phaenices reporte, & that this was the fir(t caule and be-
ginning of iniuryes. It chaunced afterward that certaine
Greekes whale names they knew not taking (hore, & lau-
ding at Tyrus, in like manner made a rape of the Kinges
daughter named Europa. Thele were the people of Crete,
otherwyle called the Cretenfes. By which meanes yt was
cardes and cardes betwene them, the one beyng full meete
and quit with the other.

But in procefle of tyme, the feconde trefpalle was allo
made and committed, by the Grecians, who pallinge in a
galley by the riuer Phalis to Aea, a city of Colchis, and ha-
uing finifhed the affayres and bulfines for which they came,
caryed away Medea daughter to the King, whom the no-
ble gentleman her father eftfones reclayminge by an Ha-
rold of peace, and demaunding punifhment and reuenge on
the trefpafler: the Grecians made anfweare, that as by
themlfelues no correction was done for the rape of lo. euen
fo would they alfo in this caufe goe voyde of [mart and el-
cape [cotfree.

After this in the fecod age en [uing Alexander the fonne
of Priamus hauing notife and aduertifmét of the fe things
was greatly delyrous to [teale and puruay himlfelfe a wife
of the Grecians, not fearyng the rigour of luftice, or anye
manner pey, or chaftifment, which they before had vtterly
refuled to beare and [uftayne.

Hauing therfore gotten Helena, and conuayed her away
it [eemed good to the Greekes, to clayme by emballage, re-
ftitution of the rape and iultice on the rauilher, vnto whom
the [tealth of Medea was obiected and anfweare made that
it was not meete for them to require eyther lofle or law,
which in former tyme would be ruled by neyther.
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Of Clio. Fol. 2

Thus the tyme hetherto palled on by mutuall pillage be-
tweene them. But of thofe things which infue and follow.
Vpon thele ye Perfians affyrme, the Grecians to haue bene
the chiefe authors, who firft inuaded Aflia by the power of
warre then euer themlfelues attempted the rule and domi-
minion of Europa. Reputing it the poynt of rude and grofe
iniury to steale away women, and the figne of a greater fol-
ly to purfue the lofle of them: fince no wyle man would fet
ought by thofe that without their owne aflent and free wil
could neuer haue bene [tolne. For this caufe the Perlians
alleadge how lightly they valued the loffe of their Ladyes,
whereas the Greekes on the other [yde, for one silye danie
of Lacedemonia,furnithed a huge nauy and comming into
Alia, fubuerted and brought to ruine the kingdome of Pri-
amus. fince which tyme they haue alwayes thought of the
Grecians as of their heauy frendel, efteeming themfelues
fomewhat allyed to Afia and the nations of Barbaria, but
the Grecians to be [trangers, and alyens vnto them.

And as touching the courfe & proceding of thele things,
the Perlians report on this manner, adding hereto that the
firlt caule of tumult and contention betweene them arofe
by the ouerthrow and deftruction of Troy.

With whofe affertions the Phaenices agree not aboute
the Lady lo. Whom they flatly denye to haue bene caryed
by them into Zgipt in manner of a rape, [hewinge, howe
that in theyr abode at Argos, fhee fortuned to clofe with
the maylter of a f(hippe, and feelynge her [elfe to bee
[pedde: fearynge and doubtinge greatlye the feueritye,
& cruell tyrannye of her Parentes, and the detection of
her owne follye, [hee willynglye toke shyppe and fledde
[trayght awaye.

Such are the recordes of the Perlians, and Phaenicians,
of the truth wherof I meane not to difcufle.

Onely whom 1 fynde to haue done the firft harme and
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iniurye to people of Greece of hym I determine to [peake
proceding orderly wt the declaratio alwell of fmall cityes &
townes of meaner fortune as of thole that are populous &
wel frequented, for fo much as many cityes which former
ages haue knowne right ample and wel peopled, are now
fallen to a low ebbe: and contrariwyle, thofe which in the
compalle of our memory were greate haue heretofore bene
much leffe: wherefore knowing the tenor of humayne feli-
city to be eftlones varyable, and neuer at one [tay, my pur-
pole is to vle the examples of eyther kynd.

Craelus a Lidian born defcended of Halyattes, was King
of thofe countryes, that lye within the riuer Halis, which
flowing from the fouth part of the worlde, betweene the
Syrians and the Paphlagonians, right againft the North
wind breaketh into the fea called Euxinam. Of al the prin-
ces Barbarian of whom we haue vnderftanding this [ame
Craefus was the chiefe that made [ome of the Greekes tri-
butary and other his friendel, he fubdued the Iones, Acoles
and Dores that dwell in Afia: concluding with the Lace-
demonians a friendly league of amity. Wheras before him
none of the Graecians were euer thrall, or in bondage to a-
ny. For as touching the voyage made by the Cymmerians
agaynlt lonia, it happened long before the tyme of Craelus:
wherein was vled no facking of cities, no difpoylinge of
townes: but [ecret inualions and [eyfing on the pray. And
albeit in the countrey of this noble King Craelus the foue-
raygnty and chiefe rule were peculiare to the ftock of Her-
cules which were called Heraclidae, yet was it in this order
translated to the bloud of Craelus whofe names were Mer-
nadae Candaules (whom the Greekes call Silos) was king
of Sardis comming of the lyne and progenie of Alczus the
fonne of Hercules. The firft kyng of the family of Haeracli-
dans that raygned in Sardis beynge named Argon f[onne of
Niuus nephew of Belus fonne to the nephew Alcaeus and
the laft Candaules the fonne of Mirfus. Before Argon his
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Of Clio. Fol. 3

raygne, they which gouerned the countrey, were the of-
[pring of Lydus the fonne of Atis, of whom the whole peo-
ple toke the name of Lydians beyng before tyme called the
Meonyts, of thele were the Heraclidans brought vp, be-
yng borue of Hercules & lardana a bondmayd. Vnto thele
(by vertue of the oracle) was the [eignory, and [upreme go-
uernment translated, who held the [ame for terme of fyue
hundred and fiue yeares, the fonne eftlones [ucceded hys fa-
ther, euen vnto Candaules the fonne of Myrfus. This Can-
daules was palling well affectioned to his wyfe, in fo much
yt for the [inguler loue he bare her, he thought her to excell
al women in the comly feature of the body. And hereof be-
yng himfelfe fully perswaded, hee fortuned to fall in talke
with Gyges [onne of Balcylus, one of the chiefe and princi-
pall of his garde (whom alflo he efpecially fauoured, & not
[eeldome employed him in matters of greate weight) ad-
uauncing vnto him the feemly [hape of his wife aboue mea-
[ure. In fhort [pace after (for the euill hap haunted hym)
meetinge with the aforefayde Gyges, hee beganne thus.

My faythfull feruaunt Gyges, wheras thou [feemelt
not to credite the large vauntes and often bragges which
I make of my Ladyes beauty and comlynelle (the eares of
men beyng much more incredulous then their eyes) behold
I wil fo bring to palle, yt thou (halt fee her naked. Wherat
the pore Gentleman greatlye abalhed, and in no wyle wil-
lyng to affent therto, made anfwere as followeth. My Lord
(quoth he) what maner of [peech is this which vnaduifed-
ly you vle in perswading me to beholde my ladyes [ecrets.
for a woma you know , the more in fight the lefle in (hame.
Who togeather with her garmentes layth aflyde her mo-
deftye, honeft preceptes haue bene deuifed by our elders
which wee ought to remember, Whereof this is one, that
euery man ought to behold his owne. For myne own part
I ealily beleeue you, that of all women in the world, there
is none comparable vnto her in beauty.
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Wherfore I beleech your grace, to haue me exculed, if in a
cale fo heynous and vnlawfull, I fomewhat refufe to obay
your wil. Gyges hauing in this fort acquited himfelfe, fea-
ring the daunger yt might enfue. The King began a frefh to
replye, faying, My good Gyges, take hart at grace, & feare
not, lealt eyther my felfe do goe about to examine and feele
thy meaning by the coloured glofe of fayned [peach, or that
the Queene my Ladye take occalion to worke thy difplea-
fure hereby. Pull vpp thy [pirites, and leaue al to mee: it
is I that wil worke the meanes, whereby [hee [hall neuer
know any part of her [elfe to haue bene [eene by anye crea-
ture liuing. Listen then awhyle and geue eare to my coun-
layle.

When night is come the dore of the chaumber wherein
wee lye beyng wyde [et open, I will couertly place thee be-
hynde the [ame: [trayght at my entraunce thereinto,her cu-
ftome is not to be long after mee,directly at her comming
in, there ftandeth a bench, wherat vnclothing herfelfe, (hee
accultometh to lay her garmentes vppon it, propoundinge
her deuine and angelicall body, to bee [eene and viewed for
a long [pace, this done, as [he turnes fro the bench to bed -
warde, her backe beyng toward thee, haue care to {lip pri-
uily out of the dores lealt happily [he espye thee.

The gentleman [eynge hymlelfe taken in a trap, that in
no wyle he could elcape without perfourmace of his Lords
folly, gaue his allent, and at an howre appoynted [tood in a
readines, whom Candaules closly brought into his chaum-
ber: and immediatly after came the Queene: whom Gyges
hauyng beheld at his plealure, when her back was turned
crept out of the dore, yet not fo fecretly, but yt the Queene
had a glymlfe of hym, and perceyued, who hee was.

The Lady feyng the fond and vndifcrete treacherye of
her hulband made little adoe, and [eemed as though fhee
had feene nothing. Albeit fully mynding to bee reuenged
of the fhameles foolilh facte of her espoufed Lord.

<B iij.v> For
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For with the Lydians, and welnygh allfo with the reflt of
the Barbarians, it is a greate reproach euen for a man to be
feene vnclothed. How beit for the prefent tyme (he kept [i-
lence, makyng no femblaunce of my difplealure.

The day following, hauing aflembled certayne of her houl-
hold feruauntes, in whom f(hee hadde efpeciall affyaunce,
Gyges was [ent for, who [ulpecting nothing lefle then that
hys deceipt was knowen: [pedely and with all diligence,
adreffed hym to come: beyng wont allo at other tymes to
come to the Queene as oft as yet pleafed hyr to fende for
him. Beyng entred the chaumber [he began to allayle him
in thefe worde. Now Gyges of two prelent wayes 1 geue
thee free choyce which of them both thou wilt take: eyther
to Mlay the King Candaules and enioy mee with the Kinge-
dome of Lydia: or thy felfe prefently to leefe thy lyfe. Lelt
in obayng thy Lord in that thou oughtelt not, thou be he fe-
forth priuye to that which thou (houldeft not.

There is no remedy ye one of you both must to the pot, e-
ther the maylter or the man, ether hee which led thee here-
vnto, or thy flelfe that fawelt mee naked, and diddeft thofe
thinkes that wer vnlawful to be done. Gyges herewith a-
mazed beganne firft to belfeech her humbly, entreating her
not to bynd him to fo harde a condition. Neuerthelelle be-
ing not hable to perswade her, and feinge it necellarye ey-
ther to murther his Lord, or to be murthered by other, he
deemed it the better choyle to lyue hymfelfe, addrefling his
[peech to the Queene in this wyle. My [oueraygne Lady
(quoth he) [ynce of necellity you compell mee to become
guylty of the bloude of my Kinge, let mee heare by what
meanes wee [hall fet vppon him: of a truth (fayd (hee) our
treafon fhall proceede from the f[ame place from whence he
bewrayed my [hame. The aflault (hall be geuen when hee
is a Meepe. The wretched Gentleman dryuen to fo harde
a [trayght, that eyther hee must (laye or be [layne, made
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no delay but followed the Queene into her bed chaumber,
whom with a naked dagger in hys hand, [he priuely placed
behynd the [ame dore, from whence Gyges afterwardes a-
ryling bereaued Candaules of his life, and obtayned both
hys wyfe and his kingdome. Whereof alfo Archilocus Pa-
rius who was liuing at the [ame tyme maketh mention in
a verfe named lambie. Trimeter. To bee fhort Gyges pro-
claymed himfelfe kyng, and was eftablithed in the gouern-
ment by the oracle from Delphos. For when as the Lydi-
dians greatly dildayning at the heauy lotts of Candaules,
arofe, and were all in armoure, they came to agreement
w' them that mayntayned the caule of Gyges, that wherehe
waspronoiiced kyng by y® oracle he fhould raygne in peace:
if otherwife the fupreme authority fhould bee reftored to y'
bloud of Hercules. Counfayle beynge demaunded of the o-
racle: the gouernment and principall authoritye was allyg-
ned to Gyges. Albeyt Pythia migling hony wt gall threat -
ned a reuenge to come vpon y° fon of Gyges nephewes ne-
phew: or fift in line all difcent from himfelfe: which [ayng
neither the Lydians, nor their princes any thing regarded
vatil fuch tyme as the end had confirmed it. Gyges beynge
in full pofleflion of the kyngdome, fent many giftes to Del-
phos to the Temple of Apollo, whereof the greater part
were framed of [iluer, and besides the [iluer, a mightye
fumme of Gold. How beit amonges diuerfe his prelentes
one is moft worthy memory: to wit, 6 difhes of golde offred
by hym wayghing thirty talentes, which were [afely gar-
ded in the clofe treafurye of the Corynthians. Albeit (to
[peake truth) the trealure wee [peake of, was not proper
to the people of Corinth, but rather to Cyplelus the fonne
of Ation.

In this manner was Gyges the firft king of the Barba-
rians (of whom we haue notice) that prefented any gyftes at
the temple of Delphos faue only Mydas fonne to the noble

Biij.<r> Gordius

255

260

265

270

275

280

285




300

305

310

315

320

325

330

Of Clio. Fol. 5
Gordius, and king of Phrigia. For Mydas allo confecrated
a [umptuous chayre of eltate, wherin he was accuftomed to
fit and adminlfter iuftice very princely and beautiful to be-
hold, which was kept and co ferued in the [ame place where
ye golden difhes of Gyges lay. The gold and filuer offred by
Gyges was termed by the people of Delphos Gygeum, or
Gygades, taking the name of the geuer. Beyng [etled in
hys emperiall dignitye he warred agaynft Myletus, and
Smyrna, and toke the city Colophon by force of armes.
neither any other act besides this was atchieued byhim, al-
beithe raigned thirty eyght years, we wil therfore palle fro
him to hys fonne named Ardyis, who as heire apparaunt
to the crowne, [ucceeded his father in the [tate royall. Ar-
dyis conquered the Prienensis and inuaded Miletus in the
tyme of whole raygne the people called Cymmerians dif-
pollefled of their owne [eats by the Scithians, furnamed
Nomades came into Afia, and adueturing vpon Sardis the
feate of prince Ardyis toke the Citye excepting onely the
towre and chiefe calftle of defence.

Ardyis hauyng ruled the kingdome forty nyne yeares,
then left yt afterward vnto hys fonne and Heire, called
Sadyattes, who gouerned the fame the [pace of twelue
yeares.

After him the Scepter defcended to Halyattes, who
ioyned battayle with Cyaxares fonne of Beioces and hys
people the Medes, banifhing the Cymmerians out of Afia.
Moreouer by the fame was the Citye Smyrna [urprifed,
lying neere vnto Colophon, lykewyle the famous Citye
Clazomenae valyauntlye aflayled, wherfore (notwithftan-
dynge) his noble courage was daunted, and he was forft to
depart deftitute of his hope, other thinges allo were done
by hym in tyme of hys warfare verye worthye of memory:
which are thele following. In his warre with the Mileli-
ans left vnto hym by hys father, he practifed thys meanes
in belieging the Citye.
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In time of harueflt the grayne beyng ready for the [ickle,
he fent in his army marching with the found of fluites and
pypes: which beyng comen into the fieldel of the ennemye,
their houles they left vntouched, onely walted the trees and
fruictes of the region, which done, they eftloones retyred
to the place, from whence they came. For the Milelians
hauing intelligence of their ennemyes approach, forfooke
theyr city and dwelling houles, and fled to the [ea, [o that
it behoued not the ennemy to [tay there: hys dryft and pur-
pofe in not [poyling the manfion places of his aduerfaryes,
was onele this, that the Milefians hauing place wherin to
dwell, might returne agayne from the fea to till and fow
the grounde, which might geue him occafion to reenter
with his power, and bring their labours to none effect.

In this manner hee inuaded the countrey, for terme of
xi. yeares, wherein the Milefians [uffred two notable
foyles.

The firft in Lemeneium, a place fo called in their owne
countrey. The fecond in a certayne field named Meander.
Sixe of thefe eleuen yeares did Sadyattes the fonne of Ar-
dyis raygne in Lidya, and beginning the Milefian warre,
troubled his enemyes by perpetuall inualions, and often
conflictes. For other fyue years hys fonne Halyattes main
tayned the quarel receyued of his father. In all the tyme of
this warre, none of the people of lonia gaue [uccour to the
Milelians, [aue onely the inhabitauntes of Chios, who ha-
uing before tyme bene ayded by them in the battayle which
they fought with the Erythaeans, fhewing mutuall good-
wil, [ent them now a [upply in their like extremityes. In
the xii. yeare Halyattes delpoyling the fieldel in lyke fort,
as before it chaunced that whyle the corne was on fyre, a
great tempelt arofe & caried the flames violently to ye tem-
ple of Minerua furnamed Afleflia, & burnt y° pallaice of ye
Goddelle welnigh to the ground. Which thing at that pre-
fent was lightly regarded of hym, but being with his army
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returned to Sardis, he fell ficke, and beyng much enfeebled
with the vehemency of his maladye, whether of his owne
heade, or by the counfayle of others moued thervnto, fent
to Dephos to the God for the recouery of his health & wel-
fare, when the mellengers were come, Pythia refufed to
geue them anfweare, before they had repaired the temple of
Miuerua, which the fyer had confumed at Aflle(Tum. This
I heard with myne owneares at Delphos, whyle I there
foiorned. Hereunto y° Milefians adde befydes, y° Periander
the fonne of Cyplelius, hearing what anfweare Haliattes
had geuen hym by the oracle, in all halt poflible difpatched
a mellenger to Thrasibulus thé King of Miletus his faith-
ful & familiar frend to admonifh him to workefome deuyfe,
how to delyuer himfelfe & hys countrey from the perpetu-
al molefltation of his enemyes. Halyattes hauing receiued
thele nowes, fent incontinent to Miletus for compolfition of
a truce till fuch tyme as the temple was renewed and erec-
ted agayn. The amballadoures being arriued Thraflibulus
which knew the caule of their coming and vnder [toode the
purpofe of Halyattes framed this deuile, what Corne foe-
uer was in the city ether of his owne, or in the pofleflion of
others, he commaunded it all to bee brought into the Mar-
ket place and there to be layed in one heape. This done he
gaue in efpecial charge to all the citye at a priuye [igne to
fall to fealting, tipling and quaffing betweene themlfelues
aboue mealure. Which thing he deuyled, to the intent the
Sardian emballadours beholding [o greate plentye, and a-
boundance of grayne and vewing the people in [uch wile to
difport them felues with al kynde of plealure and delight,
might make report therof to y° kinge his foueraigne which
fell out accordynglye. For the amballadours taking di-
ligent view of all thinges they [aw, and dilpatching their
amballage to Thrasibulus made [peedy recourfe to Sardis.
And as I am geuen to vnderftand, hereof onelye proceeded
a conclufion of peace betwene them.

<B.vi.r> For
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For Halyattes [uppofinge the Milelians to bee opprelled
with greate want and penury of grayne, at the returne of
hys legates hard other newes then hee looked for. After
this, a league was eftablilhed betweene them of mutuall
holpitality and fellowlhip, and in [teed of one temple, Ha-
lyattes, caufed 2 other to be [umptiuoully built at Afle(lu
beyng after reftored to hyfful and perfect [trength. [uch
was then the maner of the warre, that Halyattes mayn-
tayned agayn(t the people of Miletus,

Periander the fonne of Syplelus who aduertifed Thra-
(ibulus of the oracle, was king of Corinth, in whole raigne
there happened by report of hys people, with whom alfo y°
cityzens of Lelbos do iustly accord a miracle right [traunge
and wonderful, Arion Methimnaeus [itting on the backe of
a Dolphine by fafe and ealy conduite, arryued at Taenaros,
hauing the name to bee the moft excellent and (kylfull mu-
fition on the harpe of thofe tymes, by whom alfo chieflye
was inuented, named, and taught the kynde and forme of
verfe called Bithyrambus. The fame is, how this Aryon
hauing a log tyme bene re  fident in the court of Periander,
was greatly delyrous to palle the [feas into Italye, and
Cicilie, wher beyng growen in wealth, and flowinge with
infinite fummes of money, was lead by a defire of retyring
backe into hys owne countreye, and determyne to in fhip
himfelfe at Tarentum, for the [peciall credite and good ly-
king he had to the men of his owne nation, hyred a Corin-
thian barck to returne in: which hauing a gall of plealant
wynde, and beinge nowe without kenne of Lande, the
Maryners were all in mind to haue borded Aryon, to en-
ioy his money: which thing ye pore harper perceyuing free-
ly offred to depart from his wealth, if therewith [atiffyed
they would fhew mercy on him felfe and [pare his life. How
beit finding the cruelly bent , & not to bee moued with anye
tears,but yt either he must kil himfelfe,& be buried on y‘lad
or fling hi felfe hedlog intoy © mids of ye feathe belought thé
hiibly y' fince it femed them beft to deale fo roughly w' him
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they would graunt him liberty in his richelt aray, to [ing a
fong, wherto they gladly yeldig , as beyng not a little ioyful
to lend their eares to the chiefeft and molt famous mulitio
then liuing on the earth . He wét from them apart into the

middeflt of the fhippe,wher hauing decked his body w' moft
pretious and coftlye furniture he framed his voyce to the
[weete and melodious verfe named Orthium, which no [fo-
ner had he brought to an end, but al his pompe & glorious
arayment, he threw himlelfe headlonge into the Sea: the
fhipmen held on their courfe to Corinth. Arion receyued
by a Dolphin, was in perfect [afety landed at Taenaros fro
whence [o arrayed as he was he framed his [teps towarde
Corinth to the [eate and pallace of the king: wher hauing
entred a dilcourfe of his [traiige ¢ ale & incredible fortune,
ye king [uppofling him to ouer reach , comitted him immedi -
atlyto clofe ward wher no ma might haue ac  celle vnto hi.
After that diligent ferch was made for the mariners, who
beyng apprehended and curioullye queltioned with about
Arion, made anfwere that his abode was aboute Italy and
how at their comming from thence, they leaft him in flo-
rithing eftate at Tarentum, at which words Arion prelét-
ly appearing, draue them into fuch a quandarye: that ha-
uing no colour of excule, they were compelled perforce to
confelle the truth. Thele thinges are verifyed by the men
of Corinth, and Lelbos. Ther is yet to be [eene at Taenaros
a huge & mally monumet wrought of br afle, Arion [itting
on y° back of a Dolphin. Howbeit, Haliattes prince of Ly-
dia hauing entred the warre with the Milefians, & gouer-
ned the kingdome 57 yeares finifhed his dayes: who fecond
of that linage, after the due recouerye of his f[trength of-
fred at Delphos a piece of [iluer plate of value incompara-
ble,and a fmal difh of yron curyously wrought, a thinge no
leffe wonderful to behold then ought that hath bene dedica-
ted in the temple of Apollo being the handy worke of Blau-
cus Chius, who firft found out the meane to worke in yron.
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After the death of Haliattes, the [ceptor delcended vnto
Craelus his fonne, beyng then at the age of thirtye and three
yeares. This Kyng mynding to haue a fling at the Greci-
ans began firft of all,and encountred with the people of E-
phefus, who beyng inuyroned by hym with a [fiege: gaue
theyr Citty to the Goddelle, tying a rope from the temple
of Diana to the walles of the Towne. Betweene the olde
citye that was belieged and the Temple was the [pace of
7.furlonges. Thele were the firft that Craelus began to
quarel with amonges the Grecians. After this he began
by piecemeale to be doyng with the feuerall cityes of Ionia
Aolia, pretending agaynflt each diuerfe and fundrye caulfes
fome very weighty and of due regard, other meeretrifles
and very friuolous.

Now when he had fubdued the Grecians in Afia, and
made them tributory to his feat, hee determined to furnilh
a nauy agaynlt the inhabitauntes, of the Ifles.

To the framing wherof when all things were in ready-
nefle, fome [ay that Bias Prienacus: other that Pittacus
Mitylaeneus comming to Sardis, was demaunded of the
Kinge what newes in Greece, who f[haped him f[uch an
anfweare, that it gaue him fmall courage to proceede in
his enterprife.

The people of the Isles, O King (fayd hee) haue made
prouifion of a thoulande horfes, in full purpofe to come a-
gaynft thee and thy citye Sardis. Craelus thinking he had
fpoken truth: Would God (quoth he) it might once take
them in the brayne to war on horfebacke againft the fonnes
of the Lydians, who taking his talke by the end, proceeded
faying.

Molft noble Prince, it is thy delire to meete with thele
Sea fifhes flooting on f(hore: and what dost thou think they
more greedy wilh and long after, then to take thee and thy
Lidyans waueryng and tofling in the water, to gleike the
one the other [yde, for f[o many Grecians become fubiect, &
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pentionarye to thy Kkingdome. Wherwith Craelus verye
much delighted, (for that he [eemed to haue fpoken wilely)
chaunged his mynd, and made a friendly league with the
people of Ionia that held the Isles: in procelle of tyme hee
became conquerour of al thofe which are within the ryuer
Halis. For belydes the Cilifians, and Lifians, all the relt
were fubiect to the Empire of Craelus, which were thele.
The Lidians, Phrigians, Myfians, Mariandyns, likewyle
the Chalibes, Paphlagonians, Thrafians, Oetimans, lafltlye
the Bithynians, Carians, Iones, Dores, Zoles, Pamphyli-
ans, which beyng all fubdued and the Gouernement of the
Lydians greatly amplified by Craelus, there repayred to
Sardis, beyng then in y° flower of her fortune, as well other
wyle men out of Greece, termed [ophlfters, as allo the
moflt famous Solon, one of the citye of Athens, who at the
inftant prayers of his citizens hauinge tempered the com-
mon wealth, with good lawes, vnder coloure of vilittinge
[traunge countreyes, willingly for terme of yeares abandon-
ned his natyue foyle, that hee might not be forced to break
the Lawes which he before had made, the Athenians them
felues ftanding bound with a folemne and religious vowe
for ten yeares [pace to oblerue thefe statutes which Solon
had inuented, alwel then for the maintenance of his lawes
as to view and f[ee forraine nations, he vndertoke a pilgri-
mage into ZAgipt to King Amalis, and from thence to Sar-
dis to the court of Craelus, where in gentle and curteous
manner beynge entertayned by the Kinge at the thirde or
fourth daye, after his arriuall he was lead about the trea-
furyes to view the welth and riches of Craelus, beholdyng
all the ineftimable and bleffed iewels that were contayned
in them. After he had attentiuely beheld and with curious
eye [urueyed them at his pleafure. Craelus began to borde
hym on this manner. You Gentleman of Athens, for
almuche as we hearde greate good wordes of your wile-
dome, beyng for knowledge and experience [ake a pilgrim
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from your countrey, wee haue deemd it conuenient to alke
you a queltido, whether at any time you haue feene the hap-
pielt man aliue: not miltrufting, but that the lotte woulde
haue fallen to hym felfe to haue exceeded all others in blel-
fednes. [0l0 not mynding to double, as one altogeather vn
acquaynted with plealing phrales, deliuered his mynd in
free [peechin forme as followeth.

I haue feene O King (quoth he) Tellus, one of my cou -
triemen of Athens, a man [urpafling all others in happye
lyfe, wherat Craelus wondring, earnefltlye required what
caule made him thinke fo highlye of Tellus.

For as muche (fayde hee) as in a wel ordered common
wealth, heehadde children, trayned vp in vnitye, and ho-
nefty, euery of which hadde likewyle increale of his owne
bodye, and yet all liuing. And hauing [pent the courfe of
his age, as wel as a man might, Fortune crowned his end
with the perpetual renowne of a molt glorious death. For
the Athenians ioyning in battayle with their next neigh-
bours, Tellus comming with a frefh f[upplye, and putting
his ennemies to flight: ended his life in the field, whom y°
people of Athens in the felfe fame place where he had fhed
his bloud, caufed to be entombed with immortall honour,
Solon going forward in a large dilcourfe as touching Tel-
lus was cut of by Craelus with a fecond demaunde, who as-
ked him the fecond tyme, whom in conscience he thoughte
next vnto him, in full hope, that at the lealt his part had
bene next: to whom he anfweared in the next degree.

Moft mighty Prince, I haue alwayes reputed Cleobis,
and Biton two younge menne of the Countrey of Argos,
of body fo ftrong and actiue, that in all games they wanne
the price, of whom thefe thinges are left to memorye.

The fealt of Iuno beynge kept at Argos, the mother of
thefe two young men was to bee drawne to the temyle by a
yoke of bullocks , which whe the houre came beyng ftrayed
and gone out of the way , the two young youthes yoked the -
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felues and halyng the chariot forty fyue furlongs they came
to the temple: which after they had done in the fight & view
of the whole multitude in a lucky howre they dyed,wherby
y° Goddelle gaue vs to vnderftand how much better it was
for man to die then liue. For when as the people flocking a-
bout extolled them to the heauens:the men praifing y* good
nature and intent of the [onnes:the women commendinge
the bleffed chaunce of the mother, whom nature had indu-
ed with two [uch children: the good old mother almolt out-
of hyr wyttes for ioy, what for the kynd deede of her fonnes
and the goodly [peech of the people, aduauncinge their vir-
tue:as [hee [toode before the ymage of Iuno, belought the
Goddelle with earnelt prayers to rewarde the kindnes of
hir children with the chiefe and molft precious blefling that
might happen vnto man. Her prayer made, and both the [a-
crifyce and fealt ended: they gaue themlfelues to reft in the
temple, but neuer after awaking , in the mornig they were
founde dead, whom the people of Argos by two carued mo-
numentes placed at Delphos commended to euerlaltinge
memory: for men of rare and excellet vertue. To thele men
did Solon attribute the next [tep to perfect happinelle.
Craelus now beyng throughlye warmed and beginninge to
[torme: why then (quoth he) thou foolifhe ftraunger of A-
thens is my wealth [o bafe in thyne eyes that thou demelt
me not worthy to bee compared with two priuate men of
Argos. Certes o king (fayd he) you demaund of me a que-
ftion as one not altogeather ignoraty * the hygheft clymers
haue the heauielt falles, the terme of mans life be threfcore
yeares and ten, which yeares conlfift of twentye fyue thou-
fande two hundred dayes, omitting to [peak of that moneth
which is giuen to fome yeares in addition for the iust com-
palle and reuolution of the tyme. Howbeit if in euery other
yeare we increale a moneth:for the due concordaunce and e-
uen courle of times: to threfcore and ten yeres we must adde
35 monethes conteining in themfelues 1500 dayes.

C.<r> Be-
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Be it then in all thefe dayes (which in full coputation
are twenty [ixe thoufand two hundred and fifty) what thing
do wee fee lyke unto other? what rather not flatly vnlike,
ftraiige & difagreyng from the former? fo y* ma (O Craelus
is altogeather wretched and miflerable, not wtftanding,thy
felfe art in wealth flourifhing and a prince of many people:
all this I deny not, and yet I cannot call thee hym whom
thou wouldeflt be,til fuch tyme as I heare of thy fortunate
death. For wherein is the rych man better then a begger,
vnlelle the courfe of his happines continew to his graue.

Ther are many rych but few blefled, and many of a meane
patrimony, yet very fortune. Two thinges there be wher-
in the infortunate rich excelleth thofe who in meaner f[ub-
[taunce haue fortune their frende: by whom contrariwyle,
they are excelled in many. The wealthy hath to glutte his
defires: & to pay for his default when it happeneth. Both
which though fortune haue denyed him y' in bafer wealth
liueth well, yet in this he goeth beyond the other, y° want of
fubftaunce kepeth him from ryot , & care of well doyng fro

fecurity in offending: the [ame hauing no fmall thankes to
yeeld to Fortune, y' he hath his health,that hee is gauled &
greeued with no calamity, that he is a father of verteous
children, that he is garnifhed with the beauty and comelye
fhape of the body. Besides al which if his end be lucky: this
is hee whom we feeke for: a man euery way worthy to bee
counted happye. Neuertheles till the lalt gaspe I deeme
him not blefled, but fortunate. Al which things I think it
vnpollible to attayne to in this lyfe. For as one coutrey ca

not fupply vnto it felfe all things, but flowing in fome one
thing it fayles in an other: or as the body of a man can not
in euery point be abfolute, but happily being fayre in y© face
is deformed in the foote, fo ftandeth it alfo with the lyfe of
man. Yet who fo in euery kynd commeth neereflt the mark
& [ealeth vp his fortune wt a fealonable death,fhal in maner
of a king be renowned with the famous tytle of felicity.
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The end of euery thing is to bee regarded what iflue it is
like to haue,becaule riches are lent by the Gods to many,
whom afterward they bring to wrechednes.

Solon hauing thus freely and vnfaynedly layde open his
opinion, within fhort [pace after departed y° court, & trulye
was accomted an vnwile ma, in y' he counfayled euerye one
not relpecting his prelent efltate, to beholde his end: After
whofe departure y° heauy anger of the gods fel vpo Craelus,
for y' he was fo puffed vp & exalted iu the vain & ineftimable
confidence of his own felicity. Who not long tyme after fel
into a dreame, which rightly foretolde & fhewed vnto him y*
great milfortune & milery was to lighte vpo his fon. This
noble Craefus had 2. fonnes, one of the which was dum and
impotent, the other [urpafling al of his age in what f[oeuer
he betoke himfelfe vnto, whom he called Atis. This Atis
(as his dreame gaue him) beyng fore wounded w' an heade
or poynt of yro , fhould fo perifh & come to his end. The king
awaking out of his found fleepe, began to grace vppon the
meaning herof, & forely agalt at fo [traunge a visio , [ought
wtout delay to ioyne his fonne in maryage with [ome beau-
tifull lady of the countrey, and wheras his acculftomed ma-
ner was to employ him in y° field as a rigleader of his ho  [te
fro that time forward he neuer vled him in ye like affaires.
And for the more allurance he cauled al dartes, [pears and
fuch like weapons of warre that honge in his galeryes to
be remoued into by romes and clofe lodgings of the court,
that happily if any thing fhoulde chaunce to fall, his fonne
might be out of the reach and compalle of mifthap.

In the meane while when the king was folemnizing y° nup
tials and maryage of his fon, ther came to Sardis a certain
young man very pore & milerable, defyled with bloudfhed,
a Phrigian borne, & delcended of princely race. Enteryng y°
Pallace, he belought the king that it might be lawfull for
him to purifye himfelfe after the manner of his courte:
which graunted, and in due order accomplifhed, Craelus
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alked him whece he came and what he was on this maner.
My friend, what are you? from what place in Phrigia are
you come to my court ? what man or woma haue you flaine.
To who he anfwered. My Father (mighty prince) is Gor-
dius comen of the line of Midas:my name Adraftus: And
for that vnwittingly I flew my Brother, I am calt out and
exiled, from Country, Parents, and goodes. Craelus reply-
ing, faid: Of a truth Adraltus thou art borne of our frieds R
and art now comen to thy friends: abide in my houfe and
thou f[halt want nothing. No doubt but the prefent [marte
of thy calamity will redounde to thy future gayne. Nowe
whyllt he made his abode in the kinges palaice . It chauced
that at Olympus in the country of Mylia there haunted a
wyld bore of an huge and incredible bignefle, which com-
ming from the mountaine made walt, and [poyle of the la-
bours of the inhabitaunts. Whom the people fondry times
indenouring to take did no hurt to him at al, but rather re-
ceyued harme by him. Tyll at lengthe difpatching mellen-
gers to the court of Craelus they framed vnto him a [ute in
thefe wordes. There rangeth in our country (moft famous
and noble Prince) a wyld bore, [traungely difmeafured &
ouergrowne by whome our tyllage and hulbandry is pite-
ously walted and dilpoyled. Neither can we by any meanes
pollible (feeking all meanes we can ) remoue or rid him fro
our borders. We humbly therfore beleech thy [oueraygne
highnelle to aforde vs thy fonne with a company of choylfe
and valiaunt youthes, with houn del and other necellaries
to acquyte and deliuer our region of this peltilent bealt. To
which their ardent [upplicatians Craelus callyng to mynde
his former vifion f(haped this repliee. Of my f[onne to make
any farther mention it were in vaine for I am not determi-
ned to fend him with you, he is newly espoufed to a wyfe [o
that in fo (hort [pace he may not without fome griele eltra-
unge and alienate himfelf from the amorous embracemets

of his Lady. Otherwife for the moflt tryed and picked out
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men of y' Lydians, & fuch as are [kilful in the chafe of wyde
bealt accompanied w' houndel for the purpofe, I wil caufe
to returne w' you with efpecial charge y' they let paffe no-
725 thing that may make to the [peedy conquering of [0 cruel a
monfter. This aunfwere geuen they femed therw' greatly
difcontented, when as in the meane [pace y° kings fon com-
ming in prefence, and hearyng both the requeft & humble
730 [uite of the Myfians, and the greeuous repulfe geuen the
by the king his fire, brakesilece & faid, deare father. Such | Whom defte-
things as before tyme wer comendable & glorious vnto vs | hies wil haue
to make profe & tryal of our felues, ether in exploits of chi- | 4i¢ he [halbe

735 ualry, or in excercile of chale, you haue cleane depriued me Lhe buﬁfe v;rlqr
of both, nether for any [hew of slouth, nor defect of courage. Of;ue © perills.
With what eies wil the people behold me going & coming
through y° [treets? your fubiects & citezens what will they

740 iudge of me? laltly what a one f(hal I feeme to bee vnto my

Lady? wil fhe not thinke herfelfe to be coupled w' a cow:for
which caufes ether permit me to hunt & make one in y° voi-
age, or alleage fome more wayghty & [feryous reafon why
you retayne me . To who the king his father made anfwere
745 faying. Myne owne good f[on, not for want of [tomacke, nor
for any difpealure towardes thee do I thus: but being mo-
ued hereto by the [traunge terroure of a vilion, which fore-
fhewed to me y' thy dayes were fhort & fodainly to be ended
by y® pytiful dint of an yro head . For this caufe my fon haue
750 I hafltned thy maryage, & reftranyed thee of the [porte and
paftime which is now in hande: for y' my care is, whyle I
am liuing to preferue thee from peril. Thon art mine on-
ly child fweete Atis, for fo much as of thy deafe:brother I
make non acout , thy life is my happines, thy death my mi-

755 fery. To which words the youg prince anfwered. Deare fa-
ther 1 hold you excufed, if prouoked by a dreame f[o rare
you be much more diligent & watchful ouer mee: yet in my
facy you coceaued it not aright . It is needful then yt [ithece

760 your grace hath mift the blanke, I lay open vnto youthe

true meaning and fence of the dreame.
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This fleepy fantasie (fay you) hath manaled my death, by
y' poynt of yron. But why, in this voyage ther be no hands
whom I neede to dread:neither any head of yron which you
ought to feare,had I either bene to dye by a touth, or [uch
lyke fome caule ther were of doubting the worst, how beit,
y' is the yron head that denounceth my death. For afmuch
the as we haue not to deale at this time w ‘ men ther femeth
vnto me no iust caufe of abfence, but y' togeather with the
reft I may enter yt chale. Thou halt wonne me my child (q
Craefus) I can no longer relilt, wherfore as vanquilhed by
thee I frankly yeeld and leaue it in thy power to proceede
w' them on hunting , which wheé he had spoké , he called for
Adraftus the Phrygian who appearing in prelence was in
thefe words aflailed by hi . Sir Adraftus at what time you
were afflicted w' milery & defiled w' impurity, I yelded fup
ply to your wats & repurged your wickednes hauing recea
ued you of a [traiiger into myne own houfe. which things,
I do not obiect you as vnthankfull for my bountye, or vn-
myndfull of my curtefye: But in that it behoueth you to
deferue well of mee, y' haue dealt fo frendly with your felfe.
I am in mynd to commit vnto thy tender care the [afecon-
duit and diligent garde of my fonne, who is going to hunt,
lealt by fortune you encounter with any theues or robbers
that mynd your defltruction. Belydes it is thy parte to at-
chieue renowne by valiant and worthye aduentures, as a
thing natural to thy linage, and conueniét for thy [trégth.
To who Adraftus anfweared, were it in my choife O king
(quoth he) I woulde not moue one fote out of thy court:
for y' T deeme it not meete for one in my cale fo milerable
to kepe company with the happy and fortunat, from doing
wherof, 1 haue hetherto alwayes refrayned my [elfe. But
for as much as it femeth good to your gracious highnes,
whom I ought to gratify and f(hew my [elfe thankefull for
fo great and infinite benefytes receaued, I am ready her in
to obay your wil.
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And for that you haue put me in truft with the health and
welfare of the noble gentleman your fonne, I auouch and
vndertake his [fafe and profperous returne. Adraltus ha-
uing ended his talke all thinges beynge in a readynes, w'
approued men and youthes of [yngular courage: likewyle,
houndes and chaunters of the belt kynd, they marched on
their way.

Now when they were come to the hyll Olympus, they
began to tract and [ent the bealt, whom hauyng [pedily dil-
loged they flocked about him lyke bees, & with their darts
on euery fide threatned his death. In this gredy aflault, y°
ftrauger lately clen fed from bloudfhed, whom they called
Adraltus, difcharged his dart at the Bore, and deceyued of
his ayme, in ftid of him ftrake the fonne of Craelus, who be-
yng wounded to death by y° yron point fulfilled his fathers
vilion. Immediatly one of the route retyred [pedily to the
court, & in fhort [pace arryuing at Sardis, declared vnto y°
king the great miffortune & death of his fonne: wherw' the
woeful father greatly affrighted, yet much more forrowed
for this that his fonne was [layne by the hands of him who
by his meanes had bene lately [anctifyed and clenfed from
flaughter. And in the middel of his anguifh calling vpon
the [anctifyinge God Iupiter, made a piteous complaynt
of the wrong done vnto him by a [tranger. Inuocating like
wyle the Goddel of holpitality and friendfhip. The one for
becaufe he entertayned a gueft not knowing that he nouri-
fhed the manqueller of his fonne: the other becaufe hee had
found him who he appointed to be y ‘ tutor & defender of his
child a molt pernicious and deadly enemy. [carfly had he
ended his prayers, but the Lydians were at hand with the
dead corfe, after whom immediatly folowed Adraltus who
beynge comen in prefence, and [tandynge before the wan,
& gastly carcas of Atis [tretching forth his armes belought
y' king to flea him presély vpony ¢ body of his fonne, allead-
gig yt what for his former diftres & euil milfortue in [layng
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his cleanfer there was no caule why any longer he f(houlde
live. Craelus albeit in great dolour & vexation of mynd, yet
maued with pitty toward Adrafltus, fayd thus. Thou halt
aboundantly [fatisfyed mee (O [traunger) in that by thyne
owne voyce thou haft craued death. Neyther art thou y°
caule of this heauy chaunce (laue that vnawares thou halt
done it) but fome one of the Gods which forefhewed vnto
me, what was to come. After this Craefus cauled his so
to be honourably and magnificially buryed. But Adraltus
fonne of Gordius nephewe to Mydas the fatall enemye of
his brother and his frend, when all was hush at the [epul-
cher, and euery man had yelded him pardon, yet beynge
greuoully afflycted & gauled in coscience flew hymlelfe mi-
ferably vppon thecoffine.

For y° cruel mifhap & deftenie of his beloued Atis, Craefus bitterly
wailed & lamétedy ° [pace of 2 yeares, which griefe
he aftewards ended: at what time the gouernement of the
Medes whas translated from Aftyages fon of Cyaxares,
to the valiant king Cyrus f[prong of Cambyfles, & that the
ftate of the Perfians bega to en creale. Reuoluing & caltyng
with himfelfe what meanes he might vle to atchieue y° go-
uernment of Perlia, before it grew to be bigger. In this
quadary it came into his brain to make trial of y ¢ profecies
as wel of thofe in Greece, as y° other in Affrica, dilpatchig
mellégers euery way , fom to Delphos, others to Dodona,
thyrdly to Amphiara® & Trophoni”. Ther were alfo y' put
théfelues in voyage to Brachidae in y° borders of Miletus.
& thele were the oracles of Greece: wherunto Craefus [ent
for counfayle: others trauayled into Africa to the oracle of
Ammon, to the f[ame entent & purpofe. Al had this ende
to require y° lentéce & aduyle of y° Gods, yt if they were foud
to accord & agree in truth, nextly he might follicite then as touching
his  own affayres:whether  they  thoughte it  expe-
dient for him to goe in expedition agaynft y° Persias. Here-
vpo beyng fully re folued, he gaue his amballadours [trat-
ly in charge y' taking a note of the day of their egrefle, and
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fetting forth from Sardis, they fhould Kkepe iust accompt of
the tyme following: & euery day queltion w' the oracle, de-
maunding of it what Cracfus fon of Haliattes king of y' Li-
dyans did y' day, & geuing diligent hede to their aunfwers:
to tell him at their returne, what anfweare was made by
y® other relt of the oracles no ma reporteth : but at Delphos
the Lydians hauig entered the temple to afke of the oracle according
as was geuen them in commaundement by the
kig incontinétly Pythia began to salute the in thefe verlfes.

The depthe of raginge feas,
The number of the fande,
The myndes intent (fet woordes affyde)
1 easly vnderftand.

A fauoure rancke that comes
from hedgehogges flefh I smell,
VVhich ioyntly with the fatte of Lambes
is boylde in brafen kell.

And as it bubbleth vp,
and breathes in burning flame.
There lies theron a lidd of brafJe,

that ouerwhelmes the Jame.

Which verfes geuen by Pythia, and written of the Ly-
dians, they made [peedy retyre to Sardis. When y' reft alfo
were come that Craefus had fent about: hee toke view of e-
uery mans notes & liked none of the :till at lengch hearing
the oracle geuen by Pythia he greatlye allowed and wor-
fhipped it: of opinion that the only true prophecy and diui-
nation was at Delphos, which hadde hit him fo pat in all
thinges he did. For after the departure of his mellengers
one day aboue ye reft he fet his head a work about y' finding
out of fom deuife yt might be hard to tel, & molt difficult to
difcry. Wherfore hauing shred the flefhe of an vrchine, or hedgehog

together w' the fat of a Lamb, he caufed thé both
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to be boyled in a bralen pot: the couer or lidde whereof was
allo of braffe. Such was the anfwere which Craefus recey-
ued from Delphos, what wordes were geuen by the oracle
of Amphiaraus, and what [entence hee returned. I cannot
affyrme, for almuch as no other [peach goeth thereof, [aue
that this Prophecye allo was deemed by Craelus to very
true.

In fhort tyme after he determined to do honour to the
God of Delphos by greate and magnificall [acrifyce: ma-
king oblatio of three thou fand choile cattel, fuch as might
lawfully be offered. Moreouer, he caufed a greate [tacke
or pyle of wood to be made, wherein hee burnt bedltyds of
filuer and gold,likewyle golden maylors with purple ray-
ment and coats of exceeding value, hoping thereby to pur-
chale to himfelfe the gracious fauour and goodwill of the
God. The lyke charge allo hee layed vpon y° Lydians, that
euery man f[hould confecrate thofe iewels which they pol-
feffed molt coltly and precious. From which their [acrifice
when as [treames of liquid and molten Golde diltrayned in
great aboundaunce, hee caufed thereof to bee framed halfe
flates, or [heardes, the longer fort as he entytled them, of
fixe handfull, the fhorter of three a hand breadth in thick-
nefle, amoiiting to the number of an hiidred and feuentene.
Wherof foure were of fayned gold wayghing twoo talents
and a halfe, the relt of whighter golde, in wayght two ta-
lentes he made alfo the [imilitude of a Lyon in tryed and
purged gold, waying tenne talentes: which Lyon at [uch
tyme as the temple was on fyre fell downe from the halfe
flates whereon it f[tood, and is now relerued in the treaflu-
ry of Corinth, poyfed at six talents and a halfe beyng mol-
ten from him. All which thinges when Craefus had finifhed
& brought to perfection he fent them in waye of dedication
to Delphos togeather with other giftes & preflentes, which
were thele: two bookes very fayre and [tately to [ee to, the
one framed of gold the other wrough of fyluer. Wherof y°

<Cv.v> firflt

915

920

925

930

935

940

945

950




955

960

965

970

975

980

985

Of Clio. Fol. 14

firft at the ingrefle or entry into the temple was placed on
the right hand. the other on the left, which at ye [ame tyme
that the temple was [urprifed by fire were taken downe, &
the belt and fayreft of them beyng of Gold, & wayghing 8.
talents and a halfe, wt a [uperplus & addition of 24 poudes
was curefully garded in the trealury of the Clazomaenias.
The other of [yluer beyng kept vnder the eues of the tem-
ple at a certayne corner of the church contayning 600. Am-
phorae, wherin wine was mingled for the fealt of Theopha-
nius wrought (as the men of Delphos teltify) by Theodorus
of Samos: which opinion I eafily alcribe alfo for the [ingu-
ler workmanfhip therof. He prefented belydes 4. [iluer
tunnes preferued by the Corinthians, amonges their trea-
fury. Furthermore two drinking cuppes the one of gold, y°
other of filuer, of the which two the molt principal of Gold
hath ingrauen in it a tytle whith doth argue yt to be y° gift
of the Lacedaecmonians, albeit contrary to truth, being ge-
uen & dedicated by Craelus, howbeyt [ome one of Delphos
(whofe name though I very wel know, yet I will not del-
cry it) willing to gratify the Lacedaemonians, caufed this
polie to be entytled. True it is that the ymage of the boy,
through whole handel the water powreth down in a trick-
lyng and gentle [treame, was geuen to the temple by the
Lacedaemonians, but neyther of the two cuppes are belo -
ging totheé . Other giftes allo of no fmall price dyd Crae-
fus fend at yt fame inftant, to wit, [iluer rynges, with the
fhape and forme of a woman 3. cubits in height, which y® inhabitants of
Delphos ~ witnes to be y° image of her whom
Craefus in his court employed y° office of baking, herewith
allo were offered the chaynes of the Queene his wyfe, not
[parig fo much her girdles & waltbands, al which he caufed
to be dedicated at Dephos. in like maner to y° oracle of Am
phiaraus, of whole mahod & miffortune he had iointly bine enformed,
he gaue a fhield & [peare of mere & [folide golde,
a quiuer alfo of the fame metal, wel stored and replenifhed
with dearth, both which, euen to our age wer reflerued at y°
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city Thebes in y° temple of Apollo Ifmenius. They which
were [ummoned to this famous amballage & conueyance of
y giftes to Delphos & Africa, had this in Items to inquire
of y' Gods:whether hemight direct an army againft Perfia
or not, & in fo doing to aflfociate & ioyne vnto himfelfe y° aide
& felowflip of forrayn natios . The Lydians dilmiflfed, wét
their way, & hauing attayned to their iorneys end, & made
oblation of the prelentes fent by the Kking, they demaunded
y¢ oracle on this wyfe. Craefus king of the Lydians, & chiefe
lord of many regions, belide efteeming thele to be the onlye
true & infallible prophecies amog men , hath [fent you gifts
worthy your diuyne godhead: requiring you counfayle and
aduile, whether it be fafe for him to lead a power againft y°
Perfians vling therin the helpe & company of other people.
This queltio beyn g framed both the oracles agreed in [en-
tence faying: that if [0 be he addrefled an army agaynlt the
Perfians he f(hould fubuert and ouerthrow a mighty Kking-
dome: counfayling him moreouer to feeke and procure the
aide of the moflt puissat & coragious people of the Graecias.
Thefe anfwears geuen & receiued, Craelus was [fo puffed
vp and exalted in courage, yt already he [wallowed and de-
uoured in hope the whole gouernment and empyre of Cy-
rus. Wherfore he returned a melleger wta frefh prefent to
Pythia, and for euery one their abyding, (whom he hadde intelligence to
be verie many) 2. ounces of Gold.

For which his magnificent bounty the people of Del-
phos to f(hew themlfelues thankefull agayne, yeelded hym
the chiefe preheminece in counfayling the oracle, the princi-
pall place in [itting and a perpetuall priuilege of a voice & [uffragie, for
any man that f(hould be adopted into the [foci-
ety of Delphos on this maner. Craelus powred out his pre-
fente vppon the temple of Apollo, [folliciting the God by a
third demaund: for that hauing tryed the oracle to be true,
hee now tooke his pentworthes in aduylfe and counfayle.
His queftion at this tyme was dyrected only to know how
longe hee (hould enioy the kingdome of Perlia.
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whom Pythia anfweared in thefle wordes.

VVhen feate and Scepter of the Medes
vppon a mule fhall light,
To ftony Hermus valiant lyde
addrefJe thy [peedy flight.
1t fhall be then no [hame to flye
And yeld to fuch an enemy.

With  thefe verfes Craclus was much more delyghted
then with the former, alluredly hoping that y° tyme [(hould
neuer be wherin a Mule f(hould gouerne the Medes in [tid
of a man and for the [ame caufe neyther hee nor his heyres
fhould at any tyme be driuen to forfake the kingdome. His
next care was how make frendes and copartners of thole
which among thee Grekes were of greattelt might, & no-
bleft mind, who by curious enquyry he foud to be the Lace-
daemonias & Athenians? y' one beyng y' molt excelét amog
y® Dores, y° other in the Nation of the Iones, without copa -
rifon chefelt. Of thefe 2 nations ther hath ben an auncient
and grounded opinion as concerning their virtue. Wherof
the one toke their begynning and original of Pelalgos, the
other of Helen, or Grece. The later of thefe two neuer al-
tered their [oyle, but alwayes kept the [ame place of abode
The other making often charge wandred very much.

For in the tyme of king Deucalion they helde a coalt called
Phthiotis and vnder Dorus the [fonne of Hellen, a certayne
region bounding vppon the mountaynes Offa and Pyndus
by name Iftyaeotis, from whence beyng calt out and cha-
fed by the Cadmeans, they inhabited a place in Pyndus,
which they cal Macedonus. How beit fleeting agayne from
thence into Driopis, they came at length to Poloponelus, &
were [urnamed the nation Doricke. What toung or lan-
guage the Pelagians vled, I cannot certaynly affyrme but
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by geffe y' feemeth to haue bene the verye fame that thole
Pelalgians  vle, which fomewhat aboue the Tyrrhenians
pofleffe y' city Crotona in time neighbours to them whom
the now call Dores: at what tyme they peopled a region
in Thessalye, the like may be gathered by thofe Pelalgias,
that built the city Plaecia and Sylax, and were in league & felowlhip
with  the  Athenians. By thefe I [aye wee  may
rightly coniecture, that y° language which was then in vle
which the Pelalgians was very grofle and barbarous. For
the Cretoniatac & Platiens differ in [peech from thofe that
lye next them: but betweene themfelues they vle both one
toung, and euidently declare, that they kept the [elfe [ame
phrafe and manner of talke, [ince their firft comming into
thofe countreys. fo that if al the people of Pelalges were
[uch, they allo that dwelt in Attica, and the reft of the Pe-
lafgian cityes whatloeuer that chauged their name at their

firft arriual into Hellen, forgat alfo & let (lip out of memo-
ry their mother tounge. But the Greekes themfelues (as
I iudge) haue without chaunge from the beginning retai-
ned the fame kynd of language, and wheras beyng feuered
& diftinguifhed, from the Pelalgians, they wer very weake
and feeble in might, of a [mal and tender beginning: they
grew to great increale, by concurfe of many nations, and
huge multitudes of the Barbarians repayring thither. In
lyke fort I [uppole that the people of Peclalgos beyng bar-
barous remayned at a [tay without amplifyinge and aug-
menting their [trength and gouermnent.

Craelus therfore had notice that the countrye of Attica
was inhabited by thele people and at that time iniuriously
dealt withall, and kept in fubiection by Pililtratus the fon
of Hipocrates who ruled then as a Tyrant at Athens, hys
father beyng a priuate man and bearyng no rule in the co -
mon weale, whilst he beheld the games at Olympus, yt chaunced hym to
fee a verye ftraunge and molt wonderfull
miracle.
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For hauing prepared [acrifyce to the Goddes, the chal-
derne filled with flelh and water, without any fyre vnder it.
boyled and played in fuch fort, that the water ran ouer the brymmes of
the vellayl which thing Chilo a Lacedaemoni-
an vewing who then happily was prefent, gaue him coun-
fayle in no wyle to marye a wyfe that was a breeder or of a
fruitful wombe: and if o be he were already maryed, hee
willed him to forfake and renounce his wyfe: thyrdlye if by
her he were indued with a man childe to make ryddaunce
therof and conuay it away. But Hipocrates geuing litle
care to his tale begat afterward Pililtratus, who in the
broyle and controuerfie betweene the inhabiters of y' fhore
(chiefe wherof was Megacles fonne of Alcmaeon) and the
people of the playne (who had to their captayne Lycurgus
[prong of Ariftolades) made a third tumult feeking and af-
fecting a tyrannicall and vnlawful gouernment, and gathe-
ryng togeather a company of rebellions and [feditious per-
fons vnder pretéce of ayding the people of the mountains ,
wrought this fubtiltye hauing wounded him [felfe and hys
mules he came flynging amayne into the market place w'
his charyot as on new elcaped from his enemyes, whom
they (as he fained ) taking his iorney into ye coutrey , loughte
for to haue flayne. For this caufe he made humble f[ute and
petition to the peoplefor y° gard and defence of his body, ha-
uing tryed himfelfe to be a valeaunt Captayne in the voy-
age, and [etting forth agaynft Megara, at what tyme being
generall of the army he toke Nylaeca and atchieued other fa-
mous & valiant actes. The people of Athens induced to be-
leue hi appoynted for his fauegard & cuftody certain choile
& tryed men of the citezens, who being armed not w' [pears
but w' clubs, were always wayting & attendant on him: w'
who Pisiftratus geuing a violent aflfault to y° town, & chiefe
hold of the city, toke it & by yt means vfurped y' empire of y*
Athenians. Neuertheles w'out chaiige or alteratio of ma -
giltraties or lawes, obferuing ftil y' fame forme of gouern-
ment, he adorned & beautified the City in excellent manner.
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But he had not long enioyed y' when as the fouldiours
of Megacles and Lycurgus came to a truce and conlpiring
togeather caft him out of the city. In this manner did Py-
[iftratus, firft afpire to the chiefe rule of Athens, which he
was eftlfones conftrayned to leaue, before his tyrannye had
taken roote. They tyme was not long after but hys ad-
uerfaryes renewed their quarel, and fell at varyaunce and
debate a frefh, wherwith Megacles being tyred, dilpatched
an harrold of peace to Pififtratus offring him his daugher
in meryage with condition of the Kkingdome. Which hee
not refufling, they deuyled a meanes to reftore him againe
(in myfancy) very fonde and ridiculous, elpecially yf thele
men (beyng of the number of the Athenians, who had the
name to be the molt wyle and prudent people of the Grae-
tians) plealed themfelues onely with a deuife fo foolifh and bafe.

There lyeued in the Trybe of Pacan a woman named
Phya of [tature foure cubits high, wanting three fingers.
furnifhed with feemly beauty, whom hauing arayed in co -
pleite harneis, they placed in a Charyot gallantly attyred
to the fhew, in which habite as [he pafled through y° [treets
of the citye, there ranne [ome before hir cryinge: ye people
of Athens receyue willingly Pifiltratus againe, whom Mi-
nerua efteeming worthy the greateft honor amongelt men,
hath in her owne perfon brought back into the tower. The
citezens [uppoling it had bene the Goddelle indede, bowed themfelues
and honouryng her admitting agayne Pififtra-
tus for their liefe [oueraygne. Pyliltratus hauinge in [fuch
fort recouered the kingdome vppon a couenant made with Megacles
toke his daughter to wifee But hauing 2 youg
youthes to his fonnes, and hearyng moreouer the whole li-
neage of Alcmaeon to be atteinted and guilty of an heinous
cryme agaynlt y° Goddefle:vnwilling for that caule to haue
any children by his new wife, accompanied with her vnlaw-
fully and agaynft nature which beyng a long tyme by her
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concealed and kept [fecrete: at lalt, eyther vppon demaund,
or of her owne free will, fhe reuealed it to her mother, who
allo made her hulband acquaynted with the matter. Mega-
cles taking in ill part the f(launder & contumelie done hym
by Pyfiltratus, brought him in dilplealure & hatred with y° fouldiours:
which thing he perceiuing fled y¢ coiitrey, and
came to Eretria to alke counfayle of his fonnes. Amongeft
whom the fentence of Hyppias feeming to be the belt wher
by he was incited once again to lay clayme to the kingdom,
they made a gathering throughout all cityes, with whom
they had any [mal acquayntance: many of the which made
liberall contribution, & elpecially the Thebans. In fyne to
comprile the matter in breefe, y° time was come, & al things
were in a readines for his returne. For out of Peloponne-
[us there reforted to him certaine Arguies marching vnder
pay: & a captayne of Naxos named Lygdamis, who of his
owne accord made offer of his [eruice being very wel furni-
thed w' men and money : which gaue thé great alacrity and
encouragmét to go forward in their attempts . In fo much
as [letting forth from Eretria the II. yeare after his flighte
from Athens, fyrft of all he toke the citie Marathon in At-
tica, wher hauing incaped his army , there repayred to him
diuers feditious felowes out of the city, & out of al y° tribes
very many who liked better a tyrannical empyre the a free

[tate. Whist Pililtratus leuied many for his affaires, & held
himfelfe at Marathon y° Athenians which Kkept within the
city, made light of the matter, vntil fuch tyme as hearing
him to be diflodged fro thence , & to draw towardes y° citye,
they put themlfelues in array, and went forth to encounter
hym. Wherfore with might and mayne they valiauntye [fet
forward to mayntayne and defend their liberty agaynft the
enemy. Likewyfe Pililtratus and hys confederates came
fiercely agaynft the city till both the armyes met ioyntlye
in one fielde, where approachinge neere vnto the Temple
of Mynerua Pallenis, and dilpofinge all hys Armye in
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order there came vnto him Amphilytus Acarnen a pro-
phet, who being inspired with a deuine motio , vttered this
oracle in verfe.

The bayte is layed, the nets are calt,
The fifh inclosde fhall play apace
VVhen Phoebe from the gliftring [kyes
In view reueales her golden face.

Which Piliftratus perceiuing to be a prophecye of hys
good [uccefle immediately gaue the eecet and encountered
y* Athenians which were come forth of the city, who hauing
then newly dyned, and beyng partly fet to dice, partly ta-
ken with [leepe, welny without refiftaunce he put them to
flight and wanne the field. Neuertheles in the purfuite he
found out a way how nether the Athenians might be spoy-
led in fuch fort, neyther yet ioyne themlfelues and come to-
geather agayne to his further trouble. Wherefore hauing
cauled certayne of his f[eruauntes to mount on horfebacke,
he fent them [pedely after the people to bid thé bee of good
courage, and euery one to depart to his own houfe. Wher-
vnto the willingly obaying, Piliftratus raygned the thyrd
tyme in Athens, eftablilhing & fortifyig the tyranny as wel
by [upply of forrayne power, as by reuenues of hys money
which he leuyed partly from his owne countrey men, and
in part allo from the riuer [trymon. In like manner the
children of thofe men that yeelded not the fyrft, but bare the
brunt of the battell, he toke in hoftage and fent them ouer
to Napos: which Isle after he had conquered & brought in
fubiection he committed the gouernment & adminiltratio
therof to Lygdanus: hauing heretofore allo halowed & pur-
ged the Isle Delos according to the oracle, which hee clen-
fed in this fort. Out of all thole places that weare with
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in the view and prospect of the temple he caufed the corfes
and deade Bodyes to be digged vp and buryed in another
place of the Island.

In this wile fome if the Athenians beyng [layne in bat-
tayle, other fled away togeather with the houfhold and fa-
mily of Megacles. Pififtratus obtained y' feat roial: whom
Craelus vnderftode at the [ame tyme to beare rule in A-
thens. He heard moreouer that the Lacedaemonians, ha-
uing efcaped a scowring, were triumphant conquerous o-
uer y° Tegeates. For in the raygne of Leon and Hegelicles
princes of Sparta, the Lacedaemonians hauing right good
euent in al their enterprifes and affaires, were commonly
repullfed and fayled by the Tegeates. The [elfe [ame before
tyme were the molt dilordered and lawlefle people of the
Graetians, vling no comunity or felow fhip eyther betwene
themlfelues or with [traungers.

Notwithftanding they were reduced to a more orderlye
kynd of gouernment by Lycurgus a ma of approued virtue
amongelt the people of Sparta. Who comming to the ora-
cle at Delphos and being entered into the teple , Pithya [a-
luted him in thefe termes.

VVelcome vnto my pallace noble knight,

Beloued of loue and thofe that rule aboue:

For God or man to blafe thee out aright

In doubtful waues my wandering mynd dothmoue.
Yet to the firft by force I do enclyne,

And deme thy ftate not earthly but diuyne.

Some are of opinion y' the lawes and statutes which are
now in force with the Lacedaemonians, were vttered & told
him by Pythia. Howbeit themlfelues affyrme that Lycur-
gus beyng both tutor and vucle to young Leobotus Kynge

D ij<r> of the

Lycurgus the
lawgeuer of
the Lacedaemo
nians.

An oracle in
the prayle of
Lycurgus.




The firlt booke

of the Spartans brought thele ordinances out of Crete. For
no fooner was he inftituted gouernour to the young prince,
but he chaunged all the lawes and eftablitlhed new, making
a diligent prouifo that no man f(hould break them. He made
allo decrees for warre, ordayning the fociety of the twenty
magiltrates, likewyle the colledge or fellow of the thirtye
men,{o called. Laltly he diftributed and deuyded the Citi-
zens into trybes and companies, not omitting the appoint-
ment of certayne protectours in defence of the commons a-
gaynlt the noble named Tribuns of the people, erectinge
moreouer y° [enate and counfayle of the Ephor, with an or-
der of other lages and wyle men. By this meanes the [tate
of the Lacedaemonians was reformed by Lycurgus: whom
after his death by the buildig vp of a famous temple in his

name, they honoured & reuerenced as a God. And beynge
refident in a countrey verye populous and plentifull, they
made an inrode and inuafion into other regions with very
good fortune and lucky [uccefle in battayle. Wherfore as
profefled enemyes to peace, [uppoling themlfelues to excell
the Arcadians in might and courage they were in mind to
denounce warre agaynft Arcadye alkinge in that cafe the
aduyfe of the oracle.

To whom Pythia made anfweare.

You feeke to conquere Arcadye,
Your fuite is great, but all in vayne:
VVhere many men contented lye,

By acornes swage their hungars payne.
As hott as fire, as hard as oke
Vnfit to beare a forreine yoke:

Yet fince I cannot Jay thee nay,

1 freely yeeld into thy hand
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A fertill coaft and fit for pray
The compalffe of Tegea Land

VVhere thou [halt meafure by a rope
The fruites of thy defyred hope.

This anfweare geuen, the Lacedaemonians leauing the
other partes of Arcadic leuied a power againft the people
of Tegéa, carying with them chaynes and fetters, in full
hope (albeit deceaued by the double meaning of the oracle)
to haue brought them into captiuity. Notwithftandinge,
hauing coped in fight with the enemy they were forced to
forfake the fielde and take themlfelues to their fete. Such
of them as were taken in the chale alyue, falt bound & in-
chayned in the [ame gyues which they brought with them,
were conftrayned to mealure out theire dwellinges in the
playne of Tegéa with a rope ther to inhabite. The fetters
wherwith they were clogged indured welny to our age,
beyng hung vp in the temple of Minerua Alea in Tegéa.
Thus in the former conflictes and battayles the Lacedae-
monians, had alwayes the worst hand of the people of Te-
gea [aue in the tyme of Craelus, and vnder their rulers A-
naxandrydes and Arifton in whole raygne and dominion
they gaue the better of their enemyes in this fort. Aggree-
ued at their often foyles and continuall repulces receyued
by their aduerfaryes, they went in emballage to Delphos
to witt, of the Oracle, which of all the Gods they might
pleale, to become conquerours ouer Tegéa. The queltion
propounded Pythia willed them to ferch out the bones of
Oreltes fonne of Agamemnon, and translate them into
their countrey.

But being ignorant in what part of the world to make
inquirye they eftlones returned other mellengers to re-
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quire of the God where, or in what place Oreltes lay.
Whereto anfwer was made on this maner.

In Arcady there lyes

an ample coaft Tegéa hyght,

VVhere two wynde/ vfe to blowe,
and breath their blaftes with raging might.
VVhere forme to forme is foe,
and blow to blow an enemy.
Here doth Oreftes lye,

whom fynd and take the victory.

Which the Lacedaemonians hearyng were neuer y° wy-
fer: who albeit they had made curious fearch aboute him
neuertheles they found him not. Till at length one Lyches
a Spartan of the number of thofe whiche are called free
knightes, by good fortune escryed the Tombe. Thele free
Knightes, are fyue [ouldiours of the Spartan horfemen,
wel [tricken in yeares, which annually haue a releale from
the field: who beyng in this wyle by the common confent of
the horfemen priuileged and difmiffed, may in no wyfe for
that yeare remayne idle, but are employed in iourneys
and voyages, [ome one way, fome another.

One of thele was the forenamed Lyches, who by the helpe
alwel of a currant and ready wyt as of a gratious and pro-
[perous happe, came to knowledge wher Orefltes lay. For
this beynge the yeare wherein the people of Tegéa and
Sparta, hadde entercourfe of marchaundife one with an
other, by fortune comming into a [miths forge he behelde
the [mith himfelfe working on yron, who on the other [ide
perceauing Lyches to be very intentyue and in maruailing
wyle to view his worke: a litle paufing, fayd.
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Thou ftraunger of Lacedaemon, if this bale worke in yron
feeme [o rare in thy [ight: thou wouldelt much more haue
wondered to haue feene that which I did. For going about
in this litle court to dig a well or pit for water, y' was my
chaunce to light vpon a [epuicher 7 cubites long. Which
when 1 [aw, [uppolinge that men were neuer of greater
[tature then they are at thele dayes. I opened the Coffyne
and found theriu a dead Carkalle of equall length: wherof
hauing taken mealure I couered it agayne. Lyches lifte-
ning to the dilcourfe of the [mith, coniectured by the ora-
cle that it fhould be Oreltes: conftruinge the [mithes Bel-
lowes for the two mynds wherof the oracle [pake, the ham-
mer and anuyle he thought to be the two formes to each o-
ther foes: and one blow enemy to an other he toke to be the
yron wroughte and beaten by the [troake of the hammer,
conlideryng that yron was found out to yt heet and damage
of men. Pouderyng thefe thinges with himlfelfe, he retur-
ned to Sparta and opened the matter to the Lacedaemonias
who perceiuing the cafe to be likely, wrought this pretéce ,
cauling of fet purpole a quelt to proceede vppon their cici-
zen Lyches, they condemned him for [ome offence, and ba-
nifhed him the foyle, who incontinently retyryng to Tegéa,
and lamenting his milerable cafe to the smyth, couenaun-
ted with him for the hyre of his bale court, for almuch as he
refuled altogeather to alienate it from himlfelfe, and [fell it
outryght. Wher hauing made his abode for certaine daies
he dilcouered the [epulcher, and taking out Oreltes bones,
[tale priuily away and came to Sparta. From that tyme for-
ward the Lacedaemonians ioyning battaile with Tegéa, re-
mayned victors, and alwayes after obtayned the glory of y'
field, hauing belydes a great part of Peloponnelus in their
power and dominion.

Of al which thinges Crefus not ignoraunt, furnithed an
Amballage to Sparta with greate giftes, to delyre theire
ayde and felowflip in war, whither beyng come they vled
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thefe wordes. We are f[ent from Craefus kyng of the Lydi-
ans and lord of other nations, who [ayth thus. Ye noble La-
cedaemonians, wheras I am prouoked by the Gods to en-
ter league and frendfhip wt the Graetians, amongelt whom
you haue the report to be the molt warlike and valiaunt.
I deemed it conuenient (without fraude or guile , to delire
your ayde and allistauuce in the enterpryle which I haue
in hand. The Lacedaemonians right glad & ioyous of theyr
arryuall and gentle entreaty, hauing allo intelligence of
the oracle, entered bands with them of perpetual holpitali-
ty and frendfhip. Beyng allo not vnmyndful of the bounty
of kyng Craelus [hewed before tyme towards their nation.
For hauing fent to Sardis for prouifion of golde, to make
the ymage of Apollo, which is [ituated in Thornax a part
of the Lacons countrey. Craefus without counterchaunge
freely beltowed the gold vppon them. For which caufe, the
Lacedaemonians in that alfo principally aboue the reft of y'
Craecians he had made choyle of their amity, willingly al-
fented and declared themfelues to be readye at all allayes.
Lykewyle to auoyd ingratitude: in lue of his prelentes they
returned vnto hym a bralen Vellell, wroughte about the
brymmes wich the pictures of diuerfe wylde bealtes, con-
taining the meafure of 30 Amphorae, which for one of thele
caufes that we [hal alleage, was neuer brought to Sardis.
The Lacedaemonians teftify, that the vellel beyng in voy-
age to Sardis, was intercepted by y° people of Samos, wher
they lay at rode. The Samians aflayling them by a fleete of
gallies. Contrariwile they of Samos affyrme, that the La-
cedaemonians beynge in the waye to Sardis, and hearing
newes that Craelus was take , and the whole city [acked by
the Perlians, fold the vellel to certayne priuate: men of Sa-
mos, who made dedicatio therof in the temple of Iuno. But
immediatly returning to Sparta, they fayned themlfelues
to be robbed by the Samyans, and the vellel to bee taken a-
way by force.
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To make briefe, Craclus deluded by the oracle, prepared an
armye agaynft Cappadocia, in hope to fubdue Cyrus,and
the whole power of Perlia.

Whileft he was bufied in thefe affayres, a certaine Ly-
dian named Sandanis a manne of [(ingular regarde for hys
wyledome, and for this [entence and aduile much more elte-
med then before , coufayled the king on this manner. Thou
determinelt a voyage agaynlt thole (O king) which are
wrapped & clothed in bealtes [kynnes: not farynge as they
would, but as they can, abyding in a region vnfruitful and
barreyne. Their drink is water not wyne, their chiefe foode
is figges: besides the which they haue nothig good . From
whom as thou canst take nothing if thou conquer, fo conlfi-
der I befeech thee how much thou f(halt leefe if thou be con
quered, if once they tast of our [weete, then they wil dayly
[warme about vs, and wil neuer be driuen from vs. Truly
I thanke the Gods that they neuer put into the heads of y'
Perfians to inuade the Lydians. By which wordes, not-
withftanding he litle preuayled with Crefus. True it is, y'
the Perfians before they vanquifhed Lydia, were far from
all elegancy and [umptuous dayntines. Furthermore the
Capadocians were called by the Greekes, Syrians. Who
before the empyre came to the Perlians, did homage to the
Medes, but at that prefent acknowledged Cyrus for theyr
Kinge. The dominion of the Medes, and Lydyans is
deuyded and f(undered by the ryuer Halis, which taking his
beginning from the hill Armenus firft waflheth the Cilici-
ans, and [fecdodly the Maciens lying on the ryght hand, laft-
ly the Phrygians declyninge towarde the lealt, after this,
wynding to the North pole, that floweth betweene the Cy
rians, Cappadocians, and Paphlagonians, waterynge the
coalt of Cappadocia on the right hande, and the borders of
Paphlagonia on the lefte. In this fort the floud Halis doth
part and diftermine all the hygh places of Alia, from the
fea Cyprian, vnto the waters of the Euxine fea the backe,
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and hinder part of this region is in length fyue dayes iour-
ney for a light and [pedy footeman.

Craelus therefore [peeding himfelfe towarde Cappado-
cia, was greatlye delyrous both to ioyne vnto his owne
kyngdome a land f[o battle and plentifull, and then alfo to
reuenge Cyrus in the behalfe of Altyages fonne of Cyaxa-
res king of the Medes his nere kynsman: whom Cyrus yl-
fued of Cambyles had taken captiue in y° field. The meanes
wherby kynred and alliance grew betwene the two Kkings
Craelus and Altyages, were thele. The graliers of Scithia
and fuch as were conuerfant in reyling and breeding cattel
falling to debate and [edition betweene themlfelues, a cer-
tayne company of them fledde into the lande of the Medes,
at what tyme the Scepter was held by Cyaxares, fonne of
Phracortas nephew of Deioles. To whom the Scythians
humbling themfelues were at the begynninge much made
of, and grewe in credite and fauoure with the kinge, in [o
much that he committed to their charge certayne younge
ympes to inftruct in the Scithian language, and to trayne
vp in the art and facultye of (hootinge. In tract of tyme the
Scythians being accultomed daily to hunt, and for the molt
part wont to bryng home fome thing with them for a pray,
notwithftanding otherwhyles returned empty: which the
king perceyuing (who in his rage was very fierce & ceuell,
fharply rebuked them) and in reprochfull and tauntynge
wordes toke them vp very f[hort, wherat the Scythians [to-
mackes beyng moued [uppofing themlfelues to be hardlye
dealt withall by the kyng, toke counfayle togeather, that
hauing [tayne [ome one of the children whom they taught,
they might [erue him vp to the kyng in lieu of Venilon or
fome other wylde and fauage pray: which done, they would
put themfelues to flight to Sardis and become [upplyaunts
to Halyattes fonne of Sadyattes for theyr defence & [afetye,
which fell out accordingly. For afwel Cyaxares as others
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that were prefent at the Table, talted of the flefh, and the
Scythians hauing committed the villanye, iucontinentlye
fledde to Haliattes, whom Cyaxares rechalinging, & Hali-
attes refufing to furrender and yeelde them vp, ther arole
warre betweene the Medes and Lydians which indured y'
[pace of v. yeares. In the which their broyle and difcord the
Medes [fometime atchieuynge the conqueft, it happened
them to encounter in a night battell. For in the [ixt yeares
the armyes comming to the clofe and the fight being equal:
fodeinly the day became nighte, which chaunge and altera-
tion of the day. Thales Milesius foretold to the people of Io-
nia prefining the felfe fame yeare wherein it (hould happe.
The Medes and Lydians perceauing the day to be ouercalt
with darkenefle, abandoned the field: and by meanes of Sy-
enneflis of Cilicia, and Labynetus of Babilo were brought
to accord and compolition of peace, who haltening to haue
them [worne, and to eftablifh their agreement by the bands
of affinitye, they decreed that Altyages fonne of Cyaxares
fhould efpoufe and take to wyfe Ariena daughter of Haly-
attes. [uppoling the condition would not long remayn [foud
and inuiolate, were it not confirmed by the [ure and infol-
luble knot of alyaunce. In [tricking league and concluding
peace alwell other thinges vfuall to the Greekes, are ob-
ferued by thefe nations,as alfo cutting their armes tyll y'
bloud iffue out,which ech of them lycke vp and [ucke toge-
ther.

This Altyages graudfather to Cyrus by the Mothers
fide was by him held pryfoner and went vnder cuftody, for
fuch caufe as in the fequele of this hiltory (halbee declared:
Craefus therefore moued with dilplealure, requyred of the
Oracle whether he might proclaime war agaynlt Perlia,
& hauing receiued a double & deceitful anfwere, deeming it
to make w' him, went out w' his army to affaile & fight a-
gainft a certain part of the Persia dominid. And approaching
neare to the Riuer Halis (as I iudge) hee trailed and con-
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vewed ouer his armye by brigges built vppon the water:
but as fome of the Graecians affyrme, hee palled the ryuer
by the means of Thales Milesi’ who deuifed another way.
For Craelus ftandig at a bay , vncertayn what way to palle
the water (for afmuch as the brygges which are now made
for pallage as then were none at al) Thales Milesius being
then in the campe, inuented a meanes to chauge the courfe
of the water, and caule the ryuer that ranne on the righte
fide of the army to flow on left. Hee made therefore to bee
dygged a mighty deepe trench or dytch, begynninge aboue
the tentes, and procedinge in compas lyke a Mone on the
backflide of the hoft, whereinto the water hauing ifflue fro
the proper chanel, became [o low and fleet, that the ryuer
on both partes was pallable, & ealy to be waded.

Some holde opinion that the olde courfe of the riuer was
hereby wholly altered and became drye, from whom I dil-
fent. For by what meanes the regrefle of Cracfus into Ly-
dia could the armye haue retyred ouer. Craelus hauing re-
couered the other [yde of Halis came into a part of Cappa-
docia named Pteria, fafely [ituated and neere adioyning to
the city Synopis that lyeth to the fea Euxinum, where ha-
uing encamped his whole power, hee [poyled, and foraged
the mannours and ferme places of the Syrians, fubduinge
allo and facking the city Pteria. More ouer he vanquilhed
many other cityes roud about , calting out the Syrians that
neuer offended hym:wherof Cyrus hauinge aduertifement
gatheryng an armye of the myddle part of hys countrey, &
came out to meete him, notwithftanding, firft he [ollicited
the Iones to reuolt from Craefus, which they refufling, hee
marched on forward, and encamped agayn(t the Lydians.
Where the Armyes beyng in viewe, the one Armye to
the other, and hauinge geuen [ignes of defyaunce, they
ioyned in force and cruell battayle, wherein many beynge
flayne on eyther [yde, and Nyght drawyng very nere, they
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blew the retrayte, the victory remayning on neyther part.
But Craefus laying for his excufe the fmall number of his
men (as farre exceeded by Cyrus in multitude of Souldi-
ours) the next day following (the Perfians abftaining from
battayle) he moued his campe and repayred backe to Sar-
dis, in mynd to fummon and call out the Aegiptians accor-
ding to couenaunt, with whofe king Amalis he had conclu-
ded a league before euer he attempted the Lacedaemoni-
ans, purpofling belides to challenge the helpe of the Babi-
lonians promifed and auowed to him by league and compo-
fition. Not forgetting allo to clayme the aflilftaunce of the
Lacedaemonians, appoynting them a day to bee prelent at
Sardis:that hauing made a generall allembly of all his po-
wer, and taken his eale that winter, he might ymmediat-
lye at the beginninge of the next [pringe lay charge to the
kingdome of Perfia by a new and frefh aflault. Whilst hee
leueled at this mark, he fent abroad heroldel to his league
fellowes and friendel, with earnelt requefte that the fifte
moneth after they would come togeather, and mete at Sar-
dis. Lyke wyle the [ouldiers [tipendary, which hee hyred,
and conducted to ayde him agaynlt the Perlians, he dilfeue-
red and fent away: nothing doubtinge lealt Cyrus (with
whom fo (hort tyme before he had fought euen hand & with
out difuantage) (hould aduenture to come nere & approche
to Sardis. In this fort realoning the cale and debating with
himfelfe yt fortuned that all the fuburbes & places conter-
minate to the city were filled with aboundance of Snakes,
and Adders: which the horfe leauing their palture & foode
[wallowed greedily and in moultruous fort eate vp and de-
uoured. Which Craefus adiudging (as it was ) to be a toke

on premonftration of fome [traunge thing to come, fente to
the [fouthfayers & Diuiners called Telmilles. The mel-
fengers y° went were enftructed by the wyle mé in y° fence,
and [ignification of this [traunge euent, but they neuer
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brought newes therof to Cracfus, who before their returne
to Sardis was taken captyne. The wyle men Telmilles de-
clared vnto them, y° Craefus fhould be fet vppon with a for-
rayne army, which fhoulde vanquifh and fubdue the towne
borne and natural people of the countrey, alleaging that y°
[nake was the child of the earth, properly bred and ingen:
dred of the groud , but the horfe, an enemy, and a forrainer.
This meanyng and expolfition the Telmilles fent backe a-
gayne to Craelus but now captiue, altogeather ignorant of
thefe thinges which befell vnto hym, and alfo to hys Citye
Sardis.

Cyrus a certayned of the determination of Craefus that
prefently after the conflict at Pteria hee was in purpofe to
difperfe & [catter his army, thought it expedient in al halt
poflible to remoue hys holt to Sardis, to intercept and pre-
uent his ennemy, or euer he could allemble the Lydians a-
gayne, which aduife he altogeather allowed, & put in prac-
tile and [pedely arryuing into Lydia with his power was
hymfelfe a meflenger unto Craelus of his comming. Crae-
[us caft into a greate penfiuenes, and anguifh of mynd, to fe
himfelfe [o farre deceiued of his accompt: notwithftanding
put the Lydians in array to battayle.

At that tyme there was no nation in the worlde, ney-
ther in value & might neyther in haughty courage & mag-
nanimity equall and comparable to the Lydians, who com-
monly warred on horfeback as moft expert & nymble in ry-
ding: weaponed with [peares of a meruailous length.

The field wherin the fight was committed lyeth before
the citye Sardis: through the which, both other ryuers
haue a plealaunt and delyghtfome courfe, and chieflye the
famous ryuer Hellus, flowynge into the mayne [treame
called Hermus, which taking hys yflue and firft head from
the facred Mountayne of the holye mother Dyndimena,
ys caryed wholly into the fea, not farre from the City
Phocyas.
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In this field Cyrus beholding the Lydians prepared to the
battayle, and greatly dreading the prowelle and puillaunce
of theyr horfemen, determined by the counfayle of Harpa-
gus the Mede, to put in execution this (traunge deuile. Ha-
uing gathered together all the Camelles that folowed the
Army, and difburdened them of theyr loadel of corne and
vellels wherewith they wer charged, he caulfed certain me
to [it on them apparelled in a robe accuftomably worne of
of the Perfian Horfemen. Whome in this forte attyred hee
gaue in charge to march in the forefronte of the battayle a-
agaynlt the horfemen of the Lydians. After thefe inconty-
nently followed the footemen:and in the lafte ranke were
placed the horfemen, into whych order and aray hauing di-
rected and contryued his Armie, he [traightly commauded
them to [pare none of the Lydians, but whomeloeuer they
found to make refiftaunce, him to difpatch and flay preflent-
ly: Craelus onely excepted, towards whome he warned that
no violence (hould be (hewed how peruerllie [oeuer he be-
haued himfelfe.

This charge geuen, he caufed his Camels to proceede
forward agaynft the Lydian ryders, to this ende: for that a
horfe is very much afrayd of a Camell, and can neither a-
way with the [light of him, nor abyde his [mel. Which pol-
licy he founde out to defeate Craefus of his greatteft hope,
whole chiefelt confidéce he knew to be placed in the ftregth
and virtue of his horfemen. Alfigne of battayle beyng geue
and the armies comming to the clofe: the Lydian courfers
what with the fight and fent of the camels, fledd backe and
retyred violently: which clean dilcouraged Craelus, and put
him out of hope. But the Lydians nothing abalhed therat
as hauing learned the caule, alyghted [pedily, and buckled
with the Perfians on foote, tyll at length manye fallyng on
ether [ide, they were forced to flye and gard them [elues
with the walles of the city, beyng inuyroned by the Persias
with a fiege: which fiege Craefus [uppofling to put of and
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delay for a long time, fent other meflengers from y® walles
to his freyndes and confederates: hauinge by the firft fet
downe and prefyned the fift moneth ensuinge for the tyme
of their aflembly. Contrariwile by thele he requefted and
defyred mature and [peedy ayde, beyng held at a baye, and
inclofed within the walles and gates of hys citye. The mel-
fengers vndertoke a [peedy courfe, as well to other nati-
ons as to the Lacedemonians his aflured frendes.

It fortuned that at the [ame tyme, there fell a [trife
and contention betwene the men of Sparta and Argos, a-
bout a certayne field called Thyrea, which grounde, albeit
properly belonging to the Arguies, was vnlawfullye helde
backe and retayned by the Spartans. For what land [oeuer
in the mayne bendeth and inclyneth toward the Welt, as
farre as Malea is peculier and appertinent to the Argiues
with the tytle allo and dominion of certayne Isles, in the
number wherof is reckoned Cythera. Therfore the peo-
ple of Argos gathering an army for the recouerye of theire
owne territory and freedome: they fel to condition for the
matter to be tryed out by cobratry of three hundred choi fe
men on eyther [yde confenting and agreeing that the right
of the lande hould follow the victorers.

Prouiding moreouer that both the armyes f(hould for-
fake the field and retyre home: lealt beynge prefente they
might be moued to [uccour ye part that was molt difltrelled
The couenant ratifyed and confirmed betwene them, they
departed each to theyr owne cityes.

The partyes [yngled out, and delected from both armyes,
remayning behynd, gaue byter aflault each to other, & con-
tinued the combate til fuch tyme as of [ixe hundred, there
were left but three men alyue the battayle beynge interup-
ted and broken of by the nere approach and comming of the

cuening. The remaynetes were thefe. Two of the Ar-
gyues, Aleinor, and Chromius, who in manner of conque-
rours haftened their [teps to Argos one of the Lacedaemo-
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nians named Othryades who difpoyling the deade bodyes
of the Argyues, caried their weapons to his tentes keeping
himfelfe in his due order and array. The next day the caule
beyng known, the people of both Cityes were prefent in y°
field laying equall clayme to the victory. The Argyues, for
that the men on their [yde elcaped, and remayninge aliue
were more in number. The Lacedaecmonians, for that the
Argyues fled the field, and their men onely abode behynde,
taking the [poyle of his [layne enemyes. Incontinently fal-
lyng from fowre woordes to sad blowes, many were loft on
both partes and the conquelt atchieued by the Lacedaemo-
nians. fince which time the people of Argos shauing their
heads (wheras of necellity before time they nourithed their
hayre) made a law with a folemne and religious vowe, ne-
uer to fuffer their lockes to grow, or their women to weare
gold before they had recouered the field of Thyrea. On the
other fide the Lacedaecmonians decreed from that tyme for-
ward to goe long headed contrary to their former vle & cul-
tome. But Othryades the onely f(uruiuour of 300. Spar-
tans, moued with fhame and greefe, that the relt of hys co -
pany were vanquifhed by the Argyues wt his owne hands
ended his owne lyfe in the field of Thyrea.

Whyle thele thinges were frefh at Sparta, the Lydian
herauld arryued to intreat ayde and helpe for Craelus, who
they hauing heard, thought meete without delay to aflyfte,
and [uccoure him. Whereeore puttynge themlfelues in a
readines and being at the point to take f(hipping to Sardis:
there came another meflenger with newes, that the wall &
bulwarke of the Lydians was scald, and Craefus himfelfe
take alyue . Wherat the Lacedaemonians greatly greued
efteeming themfelues to haue f[uffered no fmall loffe, alte-
red the intent of their purpofled voyage.

Furthermore the conqueft and winning of Sardis, was
in this fort.

Cyrus hauing layne at a [iege the [pace of 14. dayes, fent
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courfers about his army, and propounded a great reward
to him that firlt scaled y° city wall, which beyng oftentimes
in vayne enterpryled by the whole armye: when the reft
were quiet, a certain Mardane by name Hyraeades, fought
[peedy meanes to alcend and clymbe the wall on that part
which was naked and vndefended of the Lydians: neuer
fearyng or [ulpecting lealt the citye fhould be taken on that
fide, which for the roughnefle and craggines therof was de-
med inuincible. On which f[yde onely Meles firft kynge of
Sardis had not lead hys baltard fonne Leo: The wile men
of Telmilles holding opinion that vppon what part of the
walles foeuer this Leo palled, they f(houlde become inex-
pugnable, and not to be vanquithed. Meles therfore by all
partes of the citye walles wherby any daungerous allault
mighte laye to the Towne, lead and trayned hys vnlaw-
ful fonne: omitting that [yde only which lieth toward Tmo-
lus, for that he thought it to be of power and [trength [uffi-
cient agaynft the vyolent charge and counterpeale of the e-
nemy. From this part the Mardane Hyracades hauinge
marked a Lydian delcending the day before to recouer his
helmet thither tombled downe, confidered with hymlelfe,
and began to attempt the lyke. After whom followed other
of the Perlians, who confequently wer purfued by the relt
in great routes and multitudes. By which meanes y° citye
Sardis was taken and [acked.

Amids this diftreffe and extreame milery ther chauced
to Craelus a verye rare and [traunge miracle: hauinge a
dumbe fonne of whom wee made mention before, hee toke
greate care and wroughte all meanes polflible, whyle hys
kingdome flourithed to recure his malladye, approuinge
and trying afwell other thinges, as allo the aduyfe and fen-
tence of the oracle. To whole demaund Pythia made this
aunfwere.
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Thou vnaduyfed Lydian King
what makes thee take fuch care
To yeeld vnto thy silent fonne
the freedome of his toung?
The gayne God wot is not [o greate
thou mayft it wel forbeare:
The day drawes on when he fhall [peake,
for which thou nedef not long,

Now the walles beynge taken a certayne fouldiour of y*
Perfians came vyolently towards Craefus to haue done him
to death, not fuppofling him to haue bene the king. Whom
he perceyuinge, neuerthelefle regarded not the daunger
making no difference whether hee perithed by [word or o-
therwyfe. The dumbe fonne [eeyng the imminent perill of
the King hys father, and fearynge his death, brake out in
thele wordes fayinge.

Hold thy handes (Good fellow) flay not king Craelus.
Which beyng the firft wordes that euer he [pake, hee had
alwaies after the ready vle and practife of his toung. Thus
Craelus and hys city Sardis, after he had raygned 14. years
and abiden [o many dayes [iege, fell into the hands and po-
wer of the Perlians: hauing lost a great kingdome, accor-
dyng to the voyce and [entence of the oracle, beyng in this
fort apprehended, he was brought to king Cyrus, who cau-
fing his hands & feete to be clogged with great & weighty
giues of yron, fet him in ye midft of a woodpile, made for the
nonce accopanied wt 14. children of the Lydians : determinig
to offer thele firft fruites to ye Gods ether for perfourmace
& accoplifhment of fome vow or for profe or tryall whether
any of the Gods (vnto whofe honor & f[eruice he vnderftode
Craelus to be greatly addicted) woulde faue & deliuer hi fro
y® fyre. Thefe things are comonly [pred & reported of Cyrus.

In this moft yrkfome & lamentable cafe whiles y° kynge
of y° Lydias [tode on ye heape or pyle of fagots he bethought
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hymlfelfe of the words and faying of Solon: who lead by the
diuine inftinct of fome heauenly influence, had told hym be-
fore that in the number of the liuinge, there was no man fo
fingular that might be named happy. Wherof beyng ad-
monifhed in his mynd, and fetching from the bottom of his
hart a deepe and [treyning sigh, by report wept bitterly, &
three fundrye tymes cryed out aloude vppon the name of
Solon, which Cyrus hearing willed the interpreters to alke
hym whom he called vppon. To whom Craelus made no an
[weare at all, vntil fuch tyme as beynge compelled by con-
ftraynt, he fayd. I named him whom I had rather then al
the wealth in the worlde, hee had lykewyle talked with all
thofe who beynge placed in the hyghelt degree of honoure
haue the chiefe gouernment of the kingdomes on Earth,
which woordes for that hee vttered not halfe playnlye, and
to the cleare and perfyt vnderftanding of thofe which were
attentyue, and listened vnto hym, they vrged him a frefh to
make a recytall therof agayne. At whole inftant and im-
portunate halinge beynge now conftrayned to begynne his
[peech anew, he told them how a long tyme [ynce Solon an
Athenian, arriued at his court: who beholding his infinite
trealure & aboundance of wealth made verye light accompt
thereof as a thinge of [mal and bale value, in o much that
whatloeuer he had spokeé and pronounced of hym , the [ame
in due meafure had fallen out and comen to euent. Which
thinges neuerthelefle, were not peculiarly fpoken by hym
but generally of the whole nation and company of men: and
chiefly of thofe which pleafe themfelues here on earth in a
plealaunt dreame and [ingular cotentment of happy bli  [le.
Whyles Craelus [pake thefe thinges, and the fagottes had
taken fyre on euery [yde: Cyrus vnderftandynge by the ex-
politers of the Lydian toung what he had faid, was moued
with compallion, knowinge himlfelfe alfo to bee but a man
who was now in hand to frye another to death by fyre, that
of late dayes was nothinge inferiour to himfelfe in power
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and prolperitie. And fearing vengeaunce for the [ame and
confydering the instable courfe and fickle flower of mans
affayres, commaunded with all diligence the fyre to be ex-
tinguifhed and Craefus with the reft of his company to bee
fet free. But they [troue in vain the fyre hauing taken [uch
vehement holde, that it [eemed vnquencheable and not to
bee ouercome. In this place the Lydians recounte that
Craelus knowing kyng Cyrus his minde to be chaunged &
[eeing euery man endeuoure to abate the rage and furie of
the flame howbeit nothing at all profiting: he lyfted vp his
voyce & cryed to Apollo for [uccour: that if euer any giftes
offered by him had ben pleafaunt in his fight, he would ac-
quite and deliuver him from this preseét daunger As he was
pitifully (hedding his teares in plainte and lamentation to
the God, lodainly the [kye being faire & the weather [moth
and calme the daye was ouercalte and fhadowed with the
darke vale of dimme and duskie cloudes, which breakynge
out into maine [howres cleane put out and quenched ye fire:
Herby Cyrus perceiuing that Craefus was a vertuous ma
and reuerenced the Gods he [aued him from the fyre: & de-
maunded him the quefltion faying. Tell me now O Craelus
whole counfaile was it to inuade my country, and became
of my friend myne enemy: Certes (quoth hee) G Kinge I
haue done this to mine owne great lofle and thy gayne the
God of the Graecians incyting and leading me hereto, who
was the caufe that I warred agaynft thee. For no man is
fo franticke to delire warre rather then peace: when as in
tyme of concorde the fonnes bury the fathers: but in warre
the father carieth the fonne to hys graue. Howbeit it [ee-
med good to the God to bringe thefe things to palle, which
hauinge [faide. Cyrus placed him by, and hadde hym in
great honour and reuerence, and stedfaltlye beholding him
greatly wondred with the reft of his company. All which
while Craelus in a deepe mufe and profound ftudye sat [til
without [peaking any worde.
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But [fodainly lifting vp his head and vewing the Perfian
fouldiers [poyling and ryflyng the citye. Whether f(hall I
[peake my mynd (noble Cyrus fayde hee) and vtter that I
thinke, or holde my peace at this prefent and [ay nothinge:
But beyng lycenced to [peake freely and without feare, he
alked him faying. Wherin is al this company fo busily co -
uerfaunt: or what [eeke they to do: of a truth (quoth Cy-
rus) naught elle but to pole, and difpoile the city, and make
a hand of thy riches and trealure. To whom Crelus answe-
ryng: neyther do they walt my city mighty prince (fayd he)
nor confume my goods, (for the righte of thefe thinges is
no longer myne) but they are thy goods which they trayle
and lugge aboute, and al this wealth pertayueth to thee: v-
pon which wordes the king aduyfinge hymlfelfe drewe Crae-
[us alyde from the company, and demaunded of him what
he thought meet to be done in this cale. Who replyed lay-
ing. For almuch as it hath plealed the Gods to make mee
thy feruant. I hold it my duty whatfoeuer I f(hal perceiue
more then thy felfe to make thee priuy and a counfaile ther-
to. The Perfians (quoth he) are a croked generation, and
of nature peruerfe and stubburne: yet neuertheles, verye
bare and beggerly, whom if in this fort thou fecurely per-
mit to ryg and ranfacke cityes, and recouer store & plenty
of wealth, 1 feare me that as euery one groweth to great-
telt aboundaunce, hee will foneft flipp the coller, and be-
come of a true fubiect, a trayterous rebell. Wherefore yf
thou wilt follow my counfayle do this. Place at euery gate
of the city certayn of thy gard with precife commaundemét
that no goods be caryed out of the Citye, pretending of the
tenth parte therof to make an oblation and [acrifice to Iupi-
ter: which doing thou f(halt neyther purchale their dilplea-
f[ure by takyng away the wealth: and themlfelues acknow-
leging the intent to bee good, wil ealily condifcend, and bee
plealed therwith.
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This counfayle greatly lyked king Cyrus: wherfore ha-
uinge in lyke forte difpofed and [etled, his Garde as Crae-
fus had warned him, to him [felfe he [peake in termes as
followeth.

My good Craelus, whereas thou art-a kinge, and by na-
ture framed both to do well and [peake wylely, alke of me
what [eemeth thee good, and it (halbe geuen thee.

My foueraygne Lorde (quoth Craefus) I fhall elteeme
my [elfe hyghlye benefyted by your Grace, yf by your ma-
ieftyes leaue and [ufferaunce I may [ende thele my letters
to the Gods in Greece. Demaundinge whether it were
lawful for him in this order to double with his freyndes.

But Cyrus requefting to know the caufe yt fet him f[o farre
out of fauour with Apollo: hee brake out, and rypt vp
the matter from the begynning, declaryng vnto him the Ora-
cles which were geuen, and chiefly hys offeryngs wheron
he prefumed to denounce warre agaynlt Perlia.

After a large rehersal made as touching all thefe thinges,
he returned to his former [ute, requeltyng the Kinge that
it might be lawful for him to challenge the God for thefle
matters, and caft them in his teeth. To whom Cyrus [my-
lyng, fayd. Not this onely (O Craelus) but what elle [oe-
uer [halbe gaunted to thee, and not at this tyme alone, but
as oft as it fhall lyke thee to make petition. Leaue obtay-
ned) he forthwith difpatched certayne men of the Lydyans
to Delphos, with charge, that laying the gyues at the en-
try of the temple, they [houlde queftion with Apollo yf hee
were not alhamed to delude and coufyne Craelus, with his
fraudulent and deceitful Oracles: making him to aflaulte
the Perfians in hope to vanquifh the power of Cyrus, of
which his hoped victory, thele were the firft fruites: com-
maunding them therwt to [hew him the manacles, with the
which beyng firft captiue, he had bene chayned. Moreouer
to alke him, whether the Graecian Gods had a priuilege
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and peculiar liberty, aboue the relt to bee ingrate and vn-
thankful to their friendes. The Lydians arryued at Del-
phos, and declaryng theyr mefluage, Pythia made them
aunfweare on this maner. The necellary euent of fatall de-
deftiny, it is vnpoflible for the Gods themlfelues to auoyd.
Craelus layeth the difloyalty of the fift age before him, yt is
to lay, of his great graudfathers father : who beyng squyre of
the body to y° Heraclidans was induced by the fraud & deceypt
of a woman to Kkill his Lorde, and was after inue-
fted with his dignity, which nothing appertayned to him.

Notwithftandinge Apollo by al meanes endeuouringe
to caule the fal of Sardis to light on the polfterity of Craefus, not
vpon himlfelfe: for all this could not prolog or alter the
inchaungeable race of defltenye: but dilpenfinge therewith
as much as might be, in fome part he requyted his curtesy
by deferryng the battery and conqueflt of Sardis for terme
of three yeares. It is meete therefore that Craefus knowe,
how his [eat imperiall came three years later to ruine then was
determined and appoincted by fatall necellity. Agayne
it was no fmall benefite that he faued him from frying at a
[take, for as touthing the oracle he hath no caufe to coplain
being forewarned by Apollo that furnithinge an armye a-
gainft Perfia he (hould ouerturne and deltroy a great Em-
pyre. Of this fayinge if in cafe he had bene better aduyfed it was
his part to haue enquyred of Apollo what empyre he meant,
whether his owne gouernment, or the Kkingdome
and principality of Cyrus. But the prophecy beyng neither
[ufficiently pondered by himlfelfe nor fought to be diflculled,
if any thing happened otherwyfe then he would and withed for:
let him thanke hym felfe and not blame the God.

Now for that he aleageth belydes the [entence of Apol-
lo as concerning the Mule: it was better fayd by the God, then
confidered by him. For by the Mule was kyng Cyrus vnder{tode,
whole parents were of dyuer( nations, and his mother of a more
noble progeny and lineage the his father
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The one beyng a Mede, daughter to Altyages, kynge of y°
Medes. The other a Perfian, and in homage and fubiection
to the Medes, who beyng a man of bale account, and verye
meane regard, neuerthelefle crept into fauour, and wedded
the daughter of his foueraygne liege.

The Lydians thus aunfweared by Pythia, made their
[pedy regrefle to Sardis declaring to Craelus what they had
hearde. Wherby he came to confefle that the blame refted
in his owne folly, and was vniustly and without caufe im-
puted to Apollo. It suffyceth therfore to haue fpoken this
of the dominion and rule of Craelus, ann by what meanes
hee firft vanquifhed & fubdued lIonia. Furthermore beflides
thole which before are mentioned: many other notable pre-
fentes were offered by this king which are yet apparant, &
to be feene in Greece. For at the Citye Thebs in Boaetia
there is a table of three feete all of Gold dedicated vnto A-
pollo Ifmenius. Certayne young heighfers allo wroughte
of Gold, with fundry pillers of the [ame kynde. Lykewyle
in the entrey and porch of the temple there is to be [eene an
huge [heyld of folide golde. All which were extant, and re-
mayning euen vntil our age. Albeit, by length of tyme ma-
ny were confumed and brought to decay. As for the gyftes
he beftowed at Branchidae (as farre as we can learne) they
were nothinge inferiour to them in value which were f[ent
to Delphos. Notwithftanding as wel thofe which hee pre-
fented at Delphos, as allo the other that were geuen to the
temple of Amphiaraus were of his owne propre and heredi
tary fubftaunce, the firft fruites of his fathers polfleflions:
as for the reft which in lyke maner he confecrated were of
the wealth and fubftaunce of his enemy: who before Crae-
[us afpyred to the crowne was of the fecte and faction of
Pantaleon. For this Pantaleon alfo had to father Halyat-
tes and was brother to Craefus but by fundrye women, the
mother of Craelus beynge of Caria, the other of Ionia. no
foner was Craelus indued with the foueraygntye but hee
toke his enemy y' conftantly withftode him, & drawing hym
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alyde into a fullers fhoppe, he bereft hym of his life: whole
goods before hand vowed to the immortal Gods hee made
conlecration of in thofe places wherereof wee [pake before.
And thus much as concerning his liberalitie and magnify-
cency vled toward the Gods.

Now as touching the countrey of Lydia, there is no-
thing therof recounted worthy admiration like as of other
regions: [aue that only out of the hyll Tmolus are digged
fmall peeces of gold in manner of grauel. There is allo a
monumente by them erected the [traungelt that euer was
heard or feene (onely excepted the maruaylous works done
by the Egyptians, and Babylonians) to witte, the tombe of
Halyattes father to Craelus. The foundation or grounde
wherof is of mighty greate [tone, the reft of the fepulcher
of earth and mould caft vp and heaped togeather in forme
of a mount, finithed and brought to perfection by the toyle
and payne of certayn day men, and hyred labourers, beyng
holpen therin and aflisted by maydes of the countrey.

In the toppe or highelt part of the Tombe ther appeared
in our dayes fyue limits or feuerall precinctes and borders
declaryng by letters therin ingrauen how much euery one
had wrought and done, wherby it was euident by mealure
take that the great eft part therof was built vp and framed
by the labour and handyworke of the maidel. For ye daugh-
ters of y° Lydias, are al proftitute and common vntill fuch
tyme as by the vle of their bodies they haue gayned and col
lected a dowry wherwith they be placed out, & geuen in
maryage, which is at theire owne choyle & arbitrement.
The compalle of the fepulcher was [ixe furlonges and two
acres about, the bredth 13. acres, nere vnto the which there
palleth a mayne riuer, which the Lydians hold opinion to
be perpetuall, named by them Gygaeus, and thus much of
the tombe. The lawes which the Lydians vfe are almoft
all one with the statutes and ordinaunces of the Grecians
[aue that they fet theyr virgins to open fale and caufe them
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to kepe publique [tewes and brothel houfes. Thele firft of
all (to our knowledge) broughte in vle the coine of filuer
and gold, inftituting (hops of mercery, and marchaundife,
and fetting vp Tauernes and vittailinghoules. They chal-
lenge alfo to themfelues the firft inuention and deuyle of
playes and games, which are iointly in vle and obferuation
with the Grecians, alleaging that togeather, & at the [ame
tyme they deuyled thefe thinges: and made a drauft and [e-
queltration of theire countreimen whom the fente to inha-
bite and pollefle a part & portion of Hetruria The meanes
alfo and occafion they affyrme to haue bene thefe.

In the tyme of Atis fonne of kinge Manes there was a
great [carfity and dearth of vittayles, throughout y° whole
land of Lydia. In the beginning wherof the Lydians iultai
ned themfelues by day laboure, and continual toyle, but af-
ter fyndinge the famyne to encreale, they fought other
fhiftes and deuylfed meanes whereby to allay and diminifh
the greate diltrefle & intollerable rage of hungar, whereof
arole the gallaunt deuile of playinge at Chelles: allo dyce
playing, tenife, and f[uch lyke, which the Lydians clayme
and vendicate as proper to themfelues, obferuinge this or-
der to delay and forget their hungar: one whole day they
[pent in play and gamig , neuer [eeking after any meate, a-
nother (leauing of to dilport and recreate themlfelues) they
made prouisio of foode fort he maintenance of their bodies.
In which maner they liued the [pace of eyghtene yeares.

But hauing no releale of their milerye, and perceiuing
the dearth & penury nothing at all to furceale: the king de-
uyded his people into two parts: one of the which he allot-
ted to abyde and f[tay in their owne countrey, commaunding
the other to abandon the lande. Ouer thofe that remayned
ftil in Lydia, & departed not the listes of their natiue coun-
trey, the king himfelf held the chiefe rule and gouernmet
placing ouer the reft his fonne for their Lord and principal
whom he called Terrhenus.
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Furthermore they vnto whom the lot fell to relinquifh and
leaue the region, held their way to Smyrna: where hauing
built fhippes [uch as were fyttelt and molt conueniente for
caryage: they toke the fea to feeke both f[eates and [ulte-
naunce. Vntil fuch tyme as hauing pafled manye nations,
they came to the Vmbrians, wher founding and building
vp cityes they made their abode, and dwel their to this day
Changinge the name of Lydians, with the name of theyr
kinges fonne whom they had theyr prince and guide, be-
yng after called Tirrhenians.

But fufficeth it vs to know that the Lydians were fub-
duediand brought in fubiection by the Perfians. It refteth
now that wee declare and exprefle who that Cyrus was,
which vanquifhed the power and fubuerted the kyngdome
of Craelus. Confequently by what meanes the Perfians at-
chieued the principality and rule of Afia, wherin I wil al-
leage that of which the Perfians themlfelues are authors:
who fet downe vnto vs a playne and euident truth, not [ee-
king by the vayne florysh and pompe of wordes to augment
the noble and valiant actes of theyr famous kynge. Cyrus.
Right wel knowing that alother hiftoryans which make
report of the f[ame king are found to vary in three fundrye
tales.

The Allyrians hauing held the dominion of Afia y° high-
er for terme of 520 yeares, the fyrft that made infurrection
and rebelled agaynft them were the Medes, who behauing
themfelues manfullye and couragiouslye in the behalfe of
their liberty fhoke of the yoke of bandage, & deliuered them
felues from the [lauery and [eruitude of their gouerners,
whole example allo other nations immediatly followed &
attempted the like, in fo much yt al the people of the mayne
land became free, were ruled and gouerned by their owne
lawes. Til at length they were made thral agayu by thefe
meanes. Ther liued in ye countrey of the Medes, a man of
rare & [ingular virtue named Deioces fonne of Phraortes:
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Who determining to atchieue ye [upremilie framed in his
head this conceipte.

The Medes dwelling here and there, [cattered by villa-
ges, Deioces in very good credite beforetyme began more
[trictly and feuerelye to obferue iultice, and follow equitye
then earlt he was accultomed: for that he [aw the Medes
vniuerfally addicted to liberty and licentioufnes, and allu-
ryng him [elfe that iniury and wrong were flatly contrary
and repugnant to right. The people that dwelt in the [ame
village takinge diligent heede to his manners, appoynted
hym a iudge to decide their controuerfies. But hee (as ha-
uing an eye to the feate royall and kingdome of the Medes
kept the fincere rule of Iuftice and swarued not one ynche
from lawe and equity. Which doing, belydes that he rea-
ped no fmall prayle of his neyghbours and acquayntance,
he had refort allo and repayre to him by thofe that dwelt in
other places, and in tyme welny fro all places of ye realme,
who moued with the good report, and fame of hys lultice,
came in flockes, adhibiting Deioces for an arbitratour in
theyr caufes, hauinge bene foyled and put to the worst, by
the falfe fentence and iniurious verdite of others, and ad-
mitting no man to the lyke office and dutye.

When the numbers of his Clientes were encrealed, kno-
wing all caules to be iustly determined and take vp by him
Deioces perceauinge himfelfe to bee the onely man for the
whole countrey, precifely refufed ether to abyde any longer
there where earft he was wont to adminlfter iuftice, or at
all to intermedle and deale with anye caulfes, alleagynge y°
it was fmally to hys profite to spend whole dayes in deter-
mination and arbitrement of other mens caufes, omitting
the care of his owne houfthold, and priuate affayres.

Wherfore robbery [poyle, vyolence, and all kynde of villa-
ny beyng now more freely and with greater impunity in e-
euery place committed then euer before: the Medes allem-
blyng a general counfayle, bega to deliberate and con  [ult
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as touching the [tate and condition of theircommon weale.
Where (as I am brought to thinke) the friends and fami-
liars of Deioces confideratlye and offet purpole, [pake in
this fence. It cannot be ([ay they) that in this corruption &
lewdnes of manners we f(hould long enioy and abide in our
countrey. Goe to then let vs appoynt and ordayne ouer vs
a kinge, that our laude may bee gouerned by good lawes:
wherby it may be free for euery man quietly to difpofe of
hys owne affayres and haue no caule to feare lelt by the a-
homination and outrage of wicked and pernicious maners
we be calt out and dilpofleffed of our owne feats. By which
woordes the Medes indured to couch & fubmit themfelues
to a kyng: they began to conlider whom they might electe
and chofe for the foueraygne lord of their libertye. Which
there doubt the name & remembrance of Deioces, [traight
wayes cut of, who by general confent and one voyce of the
whole multitude was named and approued kynge. And be-
yng aduaunced to the chiefeflt dignity, he comaunded forth -
with a pallace to be erected and built vp [eemly for the ma-
ielty and magnificient eftate of a prince. Moreouer y° choyfe
fhould be made of ftronge and likelie men for the gard and
preleruation of his body. Which the people of the Medes
(willing to gratify him by their proue and ready obediece )
immediatly perfourmed rayfling a mighty and [umptuous
court notably fenced and garnifhed for his [afe abode: [itua-
ted alfo in ye part of the countrey which he belt fancyed, lea-
uing it free and his owne liberty to felect and picke out
of the whole countrey of ye Medes fuch as he thought meete
for the defence and care of hys health. Deioces in full au-
tority and power of a kyng compelled them allo to founde
a city, which beyng by them accordingly furnifhed & forti-
fyed, they might haue ye lefle regard of their [mal & homely
cotages, which thinge the people willingly agreeynge to
he enuyroned and fenfed in a citye with [tronge and mighty
walies, which is now called Ecbatana, where one wall
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boundeth vpon an other in fuch manner that the onely com-
palle of the one cleane enclofeth and whollye conteyneth
the other euery one in lyke maner excedinge each other in
height.

Whereunto the nature of the place gaue no fmall ad-
uauntage, as hauinge his reife and rearynge towardes
the pitch of a hyll. How bee it, farre more greate was the
helpe of art and induftry of man, hauing wrought feuen fe-
ueral clofurs and countermures nere adioyning the one to
the other. In the laft circuit wherof was the pallace of the
king togeather with the treafure of the city. The [cope &
compalle of the laft and greatelt inclofeth welny as much,
[pace or more as the wall of Athens. The batlement of the
firft wall is coloured with whyte: the [econde with blacke,
the third with redde, the fourth allo with blew: or [kye co-
loured, the fyft with yellow, the two laft beyng coped with
battlementes, the one of filuer the other of gylt. The pal-
lace of the king beyng (as we haue heard) [trengthned and
corroborated with defence and munition, he commaunded
the reflt of the people to dwell allfyde on euerye part rounde
aboute prouiding moreouer that no ma at any time (hould
haue accelle or entraunce to his perfon but that all thinges
fhould be done by mellages to and fro: in o much, that the
king feldome or neuer came vnder view or [ight to any. A-
boue this, it was held neyther feemely nor lawful for any
man to laugh or [pit in prefence of the prince or anye other.
Thele thinges are therefore practifed and oblerued by the
Medes: that thofe which wer his equalles before of appro-
ued courage and valiancy: might not haue any caufe by fe-
yng hym to be greeued at his dignity, and conlequentlye to
brew treaso a gainft hisperso: but cotrarily being ab ridged
of his light & copany yt might come into opinion yt the king
was no part of his people , but a ma [ingled & lequeltredfro
y° reft of the multitude. *erewt Deiocos hauinge garnithed
and fet forth his maielty, & in perfyte manner autorized, &
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fetled himfelfe in his empyre, he miniftred iuftice w' great
rygor and feuerity. They which were in plea & controuer-
[ye one with an other put their caufes in wrytinge, and by
a mellenger [ent them in to the king, which whe he had de -
termined he fubscribed his iudgement, and fent them back
agayne, executing iuftice on this manner.

In other thinges he held another order, yf happily he had
intelligéce of any that had d one wrog or iniury toan other ,
fending for him he put him to a payne accoring to the mea-
fure of his offence: to which end he had dilperfed diuers el-
pyalles to prye and watch throughout the whole Realme.
Thus the whole nation of the Medes fell to the rule & go-
uernment of Deioces, wherof himfelfe was the only prin-
cipal. Appertinent to the tytle and f[eate of the Medes are
thus many feuerall peoples. The Bulans, Paratacenians,
Struchates, Arizantyns, Budyans, Magians. All which
were vnder the [oueraignty of the Medes. After ye deceale
of Deioces, whole raygne continued the terme of 53. Yeares
his fonne Phraortes tooke vppon him the gouernmente.
Who not content to be kynge of the Medes alone, moued
warre vppon the Perlians, and made them fubiect to the po-
wer of Media, and hauing the rule and dominion of both
nations the people of the which were mighty and valyaunt
he fubdued alfo Afia, muadynge dyuer[ other countryes,
now one and then another, tyll at length hee came to geue
allault to the Aflyrians, I meane thofe that whylom were
chiefe of al the reft, but at that inftant renounced and forfa-
ken of all theire Subiectes by rebellion. Neuerthelelle
of themfelues in very good efltate. Agaynft whom Phraor-
tes vnder taking a voiage the 22. yerre of his raygne, was
flayne in battel and the molt parte of his armye put to the
[woord.

After whofle death Cyaxares hys fonne and Nephew to
Deioces came to the crowne, who hadde the name to be of
greater prowefle and might in warre then any of his aun-
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ceftors. Wherfore he diftinguifhed into bandes & trowpes
the people of Afia, and fyrlt of all arranged his army into
an order of [pearemen: horfemen and bowmen, whereas
before all were confuled and out of aray. This is hee who
warred with the Lydians, at fuch time as the day was tur-
ned into night: and who hauinge purchaled the fauour of
all Afia that lyeth about the ryuer Halis, mustered a po-
wer of men agaynft the city Ninus, alwell to take reuenge
of his fathers death as to vanquifh and deltroy the citye.

But in the meane tyme whyle hee foyled the Allyrians in
the field, and held them at bay within the citye, hee was of
a [odaine incountered with an huge army of the Scythians
lead and guided by Madyis their Kkinge, [uccellor to his fa-
ther Protothias. Who hauinge driuen the Symmerians
out of Europe brake from thence into Aflia, and beynge in
quelt and perfute of thofe whom they had flighted in battel
came into Media.

The diftaiice betweeney © two riuers Maeotis & Phafis eué
vnto the countreye of Colchis is 30. dayes iorney for a light
footman: but betwene Colchis, & the land of the Medes the
way is [hort, & the trauell ealye, one onely region lying be-
twene them, which is the countrey of the people called Sal-
pires: which after wee haue pafled, the next ftepp is into
Media. Notwithstading the Scythias toke not this courle
but fetcht a compalfle about another waye, towardes the
vpper regions leauing the mount Caucalus on their right
hand. The Medes entring battell with the Scithians. were
by them vanquifhed, and lost the tytle and [uperiority of all
Aflia. Wherfore the Scythias [urprifing y° dominido of Alfia,
went from thence the next way into Aegipt, but arryuinge
in Siria Palaeltina they were met by Pfammitichus Prince
of the Zgyptians by whole gentle intreaty and greate re-
wardes they were [tayed from goyng anye further, where-
fore retyring backe agayne after they were come to ye citye
Afcalon in Syria, many of them palled by quietly, without
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offer of damage or iniury, howbeit fome drouping behynd
rifled the chappel of Venus Vrania, beyng of greatelt [tan-
ding and antiquity, amonges all the temples that were e-
uer erected to that Goddelle: for the Pallace of Venus in
Cyprus toke oryginal of this, as the Cyprians themlelues
teftify. The temple alfo extant at Cythera was built by y*
Phaenicians, which were a progeny and offpring of the Sy-
rians. But the Goddelle moued with wrath agaynit thofe
that wrought the [poile and pillage of her temple, punifhed
both themlfelues and all thofe which came of them with the
feminine ficknes. Which thing the Scythians allo graunt:
who are ealily brought to confelle that the caule was [uch,
and none other why they are tainted and infected with this
difeafe. Neither is it hard for thofe that trauayle into Scy-
thia, with their owne eyes to behold them, which are thus
difeafed, whom the Scythians call Enareas, that is, execra-
ble and accurfed. Aflia therfore was held by this people 28.
yeares, for which tyme proudly and iniuriously exercyling
gouernment they made walt and hauocke of al. For belide
the ordinary penfion of tribute, they exacted o much of e-
uery one feuerally as theyr plealure was to rate them at.
Wherwith alfo hardly satisfied they committed [poyle and
robberye throughout all the countrey. Wherfore Cyaxa-
res and his people the Medes, intertaining the molt part of
them with [umptuous fealtes, and all fortes of delicious
and dayntye fare: watching their time when the Scythians
were ouerladen with drinke, they fet vppon them and flue
them. By which meanes recoueryng the empyre with all
that they had before, they toke allo the citye Nynus. The
which in what fort it was by them taken, and howe they
brought vnder their rule all the Alflyrias, [aue only Baby-
lon, it fhall elfe where be declared.

Nowe when as Cyaxares had raygned 40. yeares and
reclaymed the kyngdome from the Scythians, he ended his
life, & Altyages hys sone ruled in his stede : of whole loynes
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illued a goodly gentlewoman named Mandane: whom hyr
father on a night dreamed to haue let her vryne in [o great
aboundace, yt to it filled the whole citye, and couered Afia w'
a maine floud. The meaning wherof after he had learned
of the Magi (who had [kil tolay opeé & interprete dreames)
atteynted with exceeding feare, hee relolued to marye his
daughter (beyng now of ripe yeares) to none of the noble
bloud of y° Medes which might feeme worthy of her perso
but to a certayne Perfian named Cambyles, who he knew
to be of a good houle and of nature remille and quiet. Al-
beit with him felfe in farre leffe accompt then a meane ma
of the Medes. The lame yeare he had placed his daughter
with Cambyles, hee faw another vifion no lefle [traunge
then the former: wherein ther [eemed vnto hym out of the
wombe of his daughter to grow a vyne that ouerlpread &
fhadowed all Aflia, and hauing knowledge what it meant,
immediatly fent for his daughter from Perfia, where f(hee
abode: to whom beyng greate with childe, and neere the
tyme of her deliuery, hee allygned a [trayght and diligent
watch, in full purpole to deftroy that whatloeuer (hee had
brought forth into the world: beynge geuen him to vnder-
ftand by the wyle Magi, the interpretors of dreames, that
the yllue of his daughter fhould raygne in hys (leed.

Which thing Altyages carefully noting, prefentlye at the
byrth of Cyrus, fent for Harpagus his moft familiar and
faythfull counfayler, and the onely [folicitor and dealer in
al his affayres. To whom hee fayde on this manner: My
good and trufty [eruaunt Harpagus, I [traightlye warne
thee not to neglect ye charge I fhal lay vpon thee, nor in any
wyle to delay the [peedye dilpatch and accomplifhment of
the fame. Beware thou dost not deceiue me, and take hede,
lealt repofing thy truft in other to do it for thee, thou bee a
caule vnto thy [elfe of grieuous reuenge.

Take this litle bratte of my daughter Mandane, and,
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cary it home with thee to thyne houfe, and flay it: which
done, take order allo by fome [ecrete meanes to [ee it bury-
ed: to whom hee anfwered. Moft noble Prince, your ma-
iefty at no time enioyned ought to Harpagus that he fcorned
to doe, and (hall hee from henceforth neglect your heftes?

Be it your wil and pleafure, I fhall do it: it is my dutye &
deuoyre to perfourme it.

Which hauing fayd, the young infant was deliuered into
hys handes in a rych and coaltlye mantle whom hee recey-
uing departed home to his own houle the teares trickling
downe his cheekes for forrow. Whether beyng comen hee
opened to his wyfe all the wordes that had palled betwene
himfelfe and the king, who began to demaund him in thefe
wordes. And what then my lord are you mynded to do?

Certes (quoth he) albeit I am commaunded by Altyages:
yet whyle I liue wil I neuer be brought to commit fo de-
teftable a villany: be he neuer [0 madd, and tenne hundred
times more enraged then he is at this preflent, both for that
this pore [eely brat is of myne owne kyndred and allyance,
and then becaule Altiages himlfelfe is now olde and with-
out iflue of a man child. After whole whole death if by for-
tune his daughter fhould alpyre to yt crowne (whole fonne
I am charged to bereaue of his life) what elfe could I hope
for but the moft cruel and miferable death that coulde bee
deuyled? Neuerthelefle, for myne owne [afetyes [ake, I
hold it necellarye this childe (houlde dye, yet not by anye of
myne, but by fome of the kinges owne [eruantes. Hys
talke ended, forthwith he fent a mellenger to yt heardman
of Altyages whom he knew wost coueniently to be re  [ident
in fuch paftors and hils as were haunted and frequented wt
wyld bealtes. The heard mannes name was Mitradates:
whole mate in bedde and fellow in feruice was a poore laye
woman named in the Greeke toung Cyno, which [ignify-
eth a Bytch: in the Median lauguage Spaco, Spaca, in the
commo vle of their [peech being the right name for a vitch
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The paftour where hee grafed his cattell were borde-
ryng to the foote or bottom of a delert mountayne, lying to
the North [yde of Eobatana, and to the Euxine fea: al that
coalt of the land of Media which tendeth towardes the peo-
ple Salpires, beinge very hygh & full of hils and forrelftes,
but the reft much more low and playne. The heardman re-
ceyuing the melluage, and repayring to the houfe of Harpa-
gus after he was comen thither, he began to salute hym in
thele wordes. Gentle Syria (quoth he) it is the kinges wil
you take this litle infante and laye hym in the molt wilde
and deflert place of the woods where he may foonelt bee de-
uoured. Which wordes his maielty comaunded me to lay
vinto you, with this greeting moreouer, that if in cale thou
make not [peedy difpatch of it, but by [ome meanes [aue it
and kepe it aliue, thyflelfe in sted therof fhalt dye the death.
Which thing alfo that it might be done without deceipt, he
gaue me in precyle charge with myne owne eyes to behold
the child dead, with which wordes the poore foule toke the
babe, and returned the [ame way hee came to his bale and
fimple cottage. Now it fortuned that all that day his wife
laye in traueile of childbyrth, and (as the Gods would haue
it) in the meane [pace whyle her hulband went to the city,
was delivered of a fonne: beyng very [lollicitous and careful
one for another: Mitradates for yt lafe deliuerye of his wife:
Cyno for the good fuccelle of hyr hufband, who belides cul-
tome was f[ent for by Harpagus. Beyng returned home, &
with great ioy receaued of his forrowful wyfe, [he curioul-
ly demaunded of hym what the caufe might be, that in fuch
polt haft he was [ummoned by Harpagus to come to the ci-
ty. To whom he fayde (my deare wyfe) at my comming to
the city I both heard and faw that which I woulde to God
I had neuer feene, nor it had bene done by our Lordes and
mayfters. All yt houle of Harpagus relounding with teares
and yellyng with moft pitifull outcryes and lamentation.
Wherinto after I was entered all agaft & astonied for fear
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I beheld a comly younge chyld lying in the middel of the houfe
quaking and cryng wrapped in a rich mantel of gold
and diuerfe colours, whom Harpagus (hauing espyed me)
commaunded me to take by and by, and calt it out in the
mayne forreft for a pray and [poyle to the [auage and raue-
nous bealtes: addynge moreouer yt Altyages charged me
fo to do, with great threats and menecinges if 1 (hould do
otherwyfe. The child I toke and haue brought with mee
[uppoling it to belong to fome one of the court: for that I
would neuer haue thoughte it to haue bene of the kings
owne bloud. Notwithftanding I maruayled much to [ee
that fo rychly arayed with gold and [umptuous attyre: as
allo what it might meane that Harpagus and all his fami-
ly fo bitterly wayled in extreame wae and heauines. Now
in the way I was acertayned of all the matter by a feruaut
that brought me out of the city, and deliuered the child in-
to my handes: who told me it was the fonne of Mandane
our kinges daughter, begotten of Cambyles fonne of Cy-
rus,, and that Aftyages commaunded it (hould bee [layne:
and this is he. Wherwithall he vnfolden the mantle & fhe-
wed the child to his wyfe. The felye woman beholding the
young babe to be fayre and beautiful and of body large and
well proportioned, fell downe on her knees, and bathinge
her hulbandes feete wt her lukewarme teares fhe belought
him in no wyfe to imbrue his handel in the bloud of an in-
fant fo goodly and well fauoured. Who alleaging that it
could not be otherwyle, becaule that Harpagus would fend
his feruauntes to fee it dead, and that himfelfe (hould bee
milerably tormented to death. The woman which by thys
tyme had fet abroach a new deuile bega a frefh to counfaile
hym faying. If there be no remedye but needel thou must
lay it out: yet heare me once agayne & follow my counfayle
how thou mayft craftely dilpenfe with the kings commau -
dement and f[aue the childe. This day haue I brought forth
a young infant which was [til borne and dead in yt wombe.
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Take yt therfore and faying it out in the defert: let vs kepe

and foster this in the fteed, fo fhall it neither be knowne y'
thou haft difobayed the king, and our f[elues (hall gayne the
heauenly ioy of [o goodly an infant. By this meanes (my
good hulband) both our dead chyld calt out in this kynglye
velture fhall enioy a royall and princely fepulcher: and this
poore feely innocent that is afllygned to dye f(hall be prefer-
ued and Kkept aliue. Which deuyle fytted the neatheardes
humoure fo wel that without any longer deliberation, hee
put it in practife. Wherfore giuinge to his wyfe the childe
which he was mynded to haue [layne, his owne bratte that
was [till borne gallantly decked in the others aray, he toke
and layd out in a moft wilde and walt mountayne. Which
done the 3. day after he had calt it forth (leauyng another to
ouerfee the neat)he pofted him to the city to the houfe and
mansio place of  Harpagus,geuing him to vnderftande that
the child, was dead, and that for more allurance he myght
behold it wher he lay: who [ending with him certaine of his
feruauntes in whom he repolinge geatelt affyaunce willed
them to take view thereof, who fyndyng it to be fo (as they
thought) in [teede of Mendanes fonne toke the heardmas
child,and buryed it . Now the other youg braty  was after
called Cyrus was brought vp and cherithed by yt grafiers
wyfe who notwithltanding, as yet did not call hym Cyrus,
but by fome other name. The child arryuing to the age of
tenne yeares, delcryed his progeny, and opened hymlelfe by
this deed, and sportyng in a village where the hearde gra-
fed, and beynge at sporte and playe with his equalles, hee
chaunfed by the other children his playfellowes to be chose
kynge.

The boy incontinentlye limittynge to euerye one hys
propre charge, toke vppon him lyke a younge Prince
in dede, ordaining ftrayght fome of them to builde houfen,
and others to garde hys Bodye, and to attende vppon
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hys perfon, one for the [teward of his court, another for his
legate and amballadour to forreine countries: laltly fuch a
one as might controll and ouerfee the reflt: bynding euery
man with a feuerall dutye. Among this company of little
wagges ther vlied to play a young boy the fonne of Artem-
bares, a man of great calling and principal respect among
the Medes, who Cyrus for that he refufed to obay his au-
thority, and do as hee bade hym, cauled the other boyes to
take and lay hold on, which they doing, he beat him [pight-
fully & without meaflure. The boy taking it heauily to be
thus abufed, was no foner efcaped from them , but he rane
home crying to the city where his father dwelled and com-
playned of the wrong & vyolence done to hym by Cyrus: al-
beit not callig him Cyrus (for as yet he had not that name)
but the fonne of Altyages heardman. Artembares transport-
ted with choller, in a rage toke his fonne by the hande, and
lead him to the kynge, where declarynge the intolerable
milufage of hys child, opened his coate & fhewed hys f(houl-
ders, fayng. Is it meete (O kyng) that we be thus abufed
by the wretched brat of thy heardma  ? Afltyages willing to
gratifye Artembares and do him honour by reuenging his
fonnes quarel, caufed the heardmas boy to be fent for: who
bryng come, Afltyages caltyng towardes hym a sterue and
frowning loke, began in this wyle: why syrra (quoth hee)
you litle punion, is it for fo bale a brat as thy [elfe, borne of
a beggerly vallall, to scourge and whip in fuch fort a childe
[prong of a noble houfe, whole father is one of the peeres
and chiefe men of my realme? The boy beholdyng the king
with a bold and stedfaft countenaunce aunfweared thus.
Why my Lord (quoth he) that which I haue done I haue
done by iufltice, for our towne boyes, in whole crew this
was, appoynting me their king, as the meetelt of them all
to beare rule, this fellow would not obay me, and thought
fcorne to do as I bad him: for which caufe according to hys
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due defert I fharply punifhed him,and if I for fo doyng be
worthy to be beaten, here I am do with me what thou wilt.
Whyles the boy [pake thefe wordes, Altyages his hart be-
gan to rife: for he feemd to himlfelf to acknowledge the cou -
tenaunce of the boy, callynge to mynde the forme and [ignes
of his face, belydes, his [tately and liberal gelture:the terme
allo of his yeares hit [o pat with the time of his calting out,
that he verily thought hym to be his yong nephewe. Wher-
at fome what astonied he remained silent for a [pace, & hard-
ly at the length returning to himlfelfe (being deflirus to fend
away Artembares, to the end he might talke alone with the
heardman) he [pake thus. My meanyng is O Artembares
(quoth he) in fuch fort to deale in this matter that you fhall
thinke your [elfe [atisfy, and your [onne haue no caule to
complayne. With which wordes Artembares taking hys
humble leaue of the king, Cyrus was lead into an inner par
lour. Altyages beyng now alone with the heardman, began
to parle with hym where he had the boy, or how he came by
hym. Who thinking it beft to [tand to hys tacklinge affir-
med stoutly that he was his own fonne, and that his mother
was liuing with hym at home at his houfe. To whom the
king caltyng an angry smyle: Certes (quoth hee) good fel-
low thou art not thyne owne freynd to runne wilfullye into
the briers, and to be caufe vnto thy felfe of a terrible death:
and prefently making a figne to hys gard to lay hold on him
they toke him in purpofe to haue lead hym awaye. But the
miferable neatheard opprefled with extremity and driue to

fo nere a [trayght, refolued with hymlfelfe abandoning all
fayned allegations to [eeke refuge by confellynge the truth:
wherfore openyng the whole matter from the firft head and
begynning, he fell downe on his knees, and humblye craued
pardon of the kyng. Altyages hearyng hym without glofe
or colour to [peake as it was, made light of his fault and let
him goe, [ending certaine of his court for Harpagus againlft
whom hys [tomacke was inflamed with greate wrath and
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indignation, to whom appearing in prefence hee [pake as
followeth. Tell me Harpagus in truth (quoth he) by what
death didst thou murder ye childe that I gaue vnto thee be-
gotten & borne of my daughter Mandane: who [eeing Mi-
tradates the heardman prefent, thought it not beft to dille-
ble and conceale the matter by fayning, lealt he were taken
vp for triping and conuicted of a lye: but framing this au -
fwere: he fayd. My foueraigne lord and King, after I had
receiued the Infant at your graces hand, I caft in my head
the belt way & fittelt meanes to obey and fulfill your wil:
and that in [uch [forte allo, that auoydinge your Maie-
ftyes dilplealure, I might neyther be a minelter of bloud-
fhed to your princely felfe, nor to your noble daughter. For
which confideratian I wrought thus. f[endinge for this
heardman grafier of your maielties Neat, I gaue into his
handes the new borne brat, with a weighty and precile co-
maundement from your gratious highnefle to put him to
death: and in [o faying I [pake no more then truth, for fo
much as your plealure was it fhould be fo. In this fort I
committed vnto him the babe with an earnelt and carefull
charge to lay it out in the delert chales of the wilde and in-
habitable rockes & mountaines, adding a hundred thoufad
threats of the molft cruell and peltilent death in the worlde
if in cafe he fhould let, or in ye lealt point refufe to perfourm
it with diligence. Which done by him and the infant beyng
dead, of my molt aflured and trufty feruauntes I fent fome
to behold the child hauing nowe expyred and breathed forth
hys lalt blaft who fynding it cold, and without fence, layd
it in the earth and buryed it. This [tandes the cale O king
and by this death the child perithed. Now as touching this
difcourfe of Harpagus his talke was directed and grounded
on a flat and [incere truth.

But Aftyages makinge no [emblaunce of anger of that
which had happened, began and told him fyrft of the heard
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mans confeflion procedinge orderlye with the reflt, till at
length he came to lay thus. For that the childe liueth and
by the benefyte offortune and fauour of the Gods hath el-
caped death I greatly reioyce as beyng dilquieted with no
[fmal anguifh and torment of conscience to confider the vil-
lany and wicked treefon wrought agaynfltyt, and beyng of-
ten challenged by my daughter, for the priuy murder and
concealed death of hyr child, I was not a litle gauled and
aftlicted in thought. But in that fortune hath turned all to
the belt: [end me hether thy fonne to bee a playfellow and
companion to my litle nephew, and fee thou come thy [felfe
backe agayne and accompany me at [upper. For the truth
is I am in purpofe to do [acrifyce to the Gods immortall
for the [afe recouery of the child, to whom the honour and
chiefe prayle of this gracious and fortunate happe doth el-
[pecially belong.

Harpagus hearynge this, dyd hys humble reuerence to
the kinge, exceedynge ioyous at the fauourable yllue and
good euent of his fault, and not a litle glad belydes that
as a fellow and companion of the kynges mirth and com-
fort he was inuyted to [upper. Wherefore departing home
he no fooner entred within the dores but with all [peede he
cauled his fonne to be fought out, whom beyng of the age of
13. yeares he fent to the court willyng hym to do whatloe-
uer he was commaunded by the kynge. Hymlelfe as one
ready to leape out of hysfkynne for ioy, with mery coun
teuaunce and smyling cheere declared to hys wyfe imediat-
ly the whole courfe and tenour of hys happye [uccelle. Hys
fonne arryued at the kyngs pallace: Altyages incontinent-
ly flew, and cutting and difmembringe him into fmall pee-
ces: part therof hee commaunded to bee rosted, and other
part fodden: both excellently wel [ealoned and relifhed, to
be kept in a readines. At [upper time ye gueltes beynge ga-
thered togeather, and amonges them Harpagus the Kkyng
hymfelfe with the reft were f[erued with mefles of mutton

<Fvi.r> where-

Harpagus his
[onne [layne
drelled in a
basket.




Harpagus fee-
ding of his
owne childe.

Cyrus by the
counlaile of
the wilemen

was [enthome
to his parentes

The firlt Booke.

wherewith the borde was generally [pred, [aue only Har-
pagus, before whom were [et the partes of his torne and
mangled childe, except the head, the handel, and the feete,
which were feuerally kept and fet alyde in a balket.

Of thele lamentable deintyes, after Altyages iudging hys
guelt to haue well fedde, hee demaunded hym the queftion
how he lyked hys chere: who hauinge auouched hymfelfe
greatly delighted therewith as the [weetelt and molt delicat
meate that euer he talted: certayne appoynted for the nonce
drew nere with the balket conteyning thehead, handel, and
feete, who willing hym to open it, and choole of thofe things
which were in it what liked him belt, he dilcouered ye maud
and beheld the refidue of his murthered childe: wherewith
fomewhat abaflhed, yet patiently kept him [elfe from open
outrage. Now Altyages alkyng hym whether he knew y*
head of that bealt, of whole fleth he had fed [o frefhlye, hee
made him anfwere, yea, & [tood contented with that, what-
foeuer his maieflty (hould do at any tyme. Immediatly he a-
rofe from the table and taking the remnauntes of his vnfor-
tunate and wretched bratt, framed his [teps towardes hys
owne houle, in mynd (as I iudge) to interre and burye the
remnauntes of that accurfed and boucherlye acte. On this
manner did king Altyages take reuenge of his faythful and
beloued [feruaunt Harpagus. After which entringe in-
to deliberation of Cyrus, hee called for the wyle men na-
med Magi, by whole meanes he came to knowledge of hys
dreame, to whom after they were come he moued a queltio
about the true conftruing and expolition of hys vifion, who
yeeldyng the [ame anfweare that they dyd before, that it be-
houed the boy if he were liuing to raigne and be kyng. Asty-
ages tooke immediatlye theyr talke by the end, and goinge
forward: Of a truthe (quoth hee) it is molt certayne that
the Chylde is linuinge, and fareth very well. And when as
in the Countrye where hee was brought vppe, the children
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of his owne village in wayof paltime had made him a king
loke what they do that are kynges indeede, the [elfee [ame
in like maner did hee. For appoynting his wayghters, his
porters, his meflengers to goe to and froe with other [uch
like dutyes and offices, hee bare himfelfe amonges them
lyke a young prince.

Now tel me therfore you that haue [kill, what thinke you
of this? If the chyld liue (fay they) and haue already borne
rule and that not aduyledly or of premeditate purpofe but
by chaunce & deltinye. Be of good courage then (O Kking)
wee warrant you hee hath taken his leaue and f(hal rule no
more. For [ome of our prophecies, [othfayinges, and con-
iectures come to fmall effect: & as meere phantasies, and
ydle dreames proue very light and fall to nothing. Sure-
ly (quoth the king) and I thinke no leffe beynge of this o-
pinion alfo that for almuch as hee hath once bene named &
held for a kyng, my dreame hath his end, and that wee haue
no more need to feare him anye longer. Neuerthelefle 1
leaue it to your wyledome carefullye to co [fider what may
befall, and geue me fuch counfayl and aduyle as may be [a-
feft both for the maintenaunce of my scepter and for theco -
tinuaunce of your owne eftates, to whom they aunfwered.
It is greatly to be wilhed and delyred of vs (O mightye
Prince) that thy kyngdome perpetually indure, for other-
wyle if it (hould defcend or be translated to this boy, which
is a Perfian what could wee loke for that are Medes and a-
liens, then to be held and kept vnder in bondage and [aue-
ry. Whereas on the other [yde vnder thy gouernment
(whole natural fubiectes we holde an accompt ourlelues)
wee are in maner princes ouer them, and with thy f[elfe in
great credite and honor. By how much ye rather we ought
to haue diligent respecte of thy prolperous raygne, and at
this tyme alfo to aduertife and warne thee if wee [awe, or
were priuye to oughte that might bee preiudiciall to thy
royall perfon, but for as much as the viflion is comen to fo
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flender proofe, that in euent it feemeth a tryfle, both our
felues are in good hope, and wil your grace allo not to dil-
payre, but to [ende home the childe into Perlia, to his pa-
rentes: wherat Afltyages greatly reioyling, calling for Cy-
rus fayd vnto him: My fonne, albeit heretofore by meanes
of a fond & friuolous vifion, I did thee iniury: yet by thyne
owne good fortune and happie defteny, thou art kept aliue.
Now thefore ioyfully get thee home to the Perfians with
thofe whom I haue appoynted to be thy guydel, wher thou
fhalt fynde a father not like to the heardman Mitradates,
and a mother much better then thy nourfe Cyno. With
which wordes he toke his leaue of hym and fent hym away.

When they were come to the houfe of Cambyles,Cyrus
was receiued of his parentes, who hauing knowledge that
he was their fonne, kylled and embraced hym a myllion of
tymes, holding themlfelues the molt happy and fortunate
people in the world, for the f[odayne and vnhoped recouery
of their [weete fonne, whom they neuer thoughte to haue
feene alyue. And curiously demaunding of him how, and
by what meanes he elcaped, he made them anfweare, that
til this tyme he neuer knew: beyng altogeather ignoraunt
of hys kyndred & lineage, addyng moreouer yt for ought he
knew he was the very naturall and lawful child of Altya-
ges his heardma, [aue that onely in the way he had intelli-
gece of his whole miffortune & [traiige hap by thofe which
were geuen him of Altyages for his [afe coductinto Perlia.
He declared therfore in what fort he was nourifhed, & kept
vp by the field mans wyfe, whom in al his talke he greatly
prayled and commended, in fo much yt alwayes at one ende
of hys tale was his swete and dearly beloued Cyno:which
name his parents hearing, to the end yt deliuerance of their
fonne mighte [eeme more [traunge & miraculous, they bla-
zed abroad y  Cyrus was brought vp & cherifhed of a bitch:
wherof conlequently sprang and arofe a fayned tale.

Cyrus growing in yeares and approaching nere to mas
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eftate, waxed of all equals the molft valiant and hardye, &
in paflinge fauour & goodwill with al men , who Harpagus
oft tymes vrged by fundry gyftes and prefentes to take re-
uenge of his graundfather Aftyages. For feynge that by
himfelfe beynge a priuate man ther was no waye to repay
the iniury done him by the king (Cyrus beyng now at ripe
and mature age) he thought good to make him, who had
all one caufe to haue all one ogethe. Furthermore, hee
wrought this, at what tyme Aftyages through the peuiflh-
nes of age dealt very cruelly, and lyke a tyraunte with the
Medes. Harpagus clawing fauour, and infinuatynge him-
felfe with the Peeres of the realme, perswaded the to de -
pryue Altyages of the f[upreme dignity, and make choyle of
Cyrus for their high and foueraigne Prince. And feing his
pretended trealon ogether well to fadge & goe forward, wil-
lyng to make Cyrus of counfayle (which thing for that all
the oge into Perfia were intercluded & garded by watch
and warde, was hard to be done) he came in mynd of thys
conceipt: hauing finely and cunningly drawen out the gar-
bedge of an hare, he conueied into her belly a letter wherin
was [et forth and declared hys whole mynd: which togea-
ther with the hare and nets deliuerynge to an huntsman,
one of hys owne houfholdferuauntes, whom he elpeciallye
trufted, he [ent into Perfia, geulg him in charge to deliuer

it into Cyrus hys owne handel, and to requeft hym to og
vp the hare [ecretely by hymlelfe and without company.
The fellow ogether executing his mayfters will, toke y°
hare to Cyrus, who opening her belly found the letter en-
clofed, which he vnfolded and read in thefle termes.

Thou fonne of Cambyles (whom no doubte the Gods
tender and regard, for otherwyfle thou haddeft neuer mou -
ted to o great eftate) take vengeance now of Altyages,the
[eeker of thy vtter [poyle and deftruction.

For by his deflire thou haddeflt dyed the death, but by y° fa-
uour of the Gods & by means of me, thou remaynelt alyue.

<Fviii.r> All

Harpagus con-
uayghed a let-
ter to Cyrus in
the belly of an
hare.

The letter.




The deuyce
lying to moue
the Perfians to

rebellion.

The firlt Booke.

All the courfe of which thy bagicall and vnhappye fortune
I doubt not but thon knowelt of olde: as allo the villanye
and execrable ogether done to mee by Altyages, in that
my [elfe refulinge to kil the gaue the ouerinto the oget
of his neathearde.
Now ogether if thou wilt listé to me , the whole kingdome
of the Medes [hall be fubiect to thy power. Seke firft of al
to allure the myndes of the Perfians to [lippe ogeth, and
oget, which done put thy felfe in voyage agaynft the Me-
des, in full hope and allurance to enioy the crowne. For
be it my felfe or any other of the nobles of Media whom y*
king fhall alfygne to come forth agaynlt thee and geue the
battell, wee haue all geuen handel with one confent to re-
bate the power of the Medes, and ioyninge auncientes to
march vnder one banner, to the vtter ouerthrowe and de-
priuation of that cruell and malicious tyraunt. The ac-
count is calt, the ogether made, and nothinge wantinge,
but that which we earneltly with for, and (hortlye for, thy
quicke and [peedy arriuall. The letter read and perulfed,
Cyrus caft with him felf what sleight or art he might now
vle to induce and moue the Perfians to fedition and fynding
one not altogeather vnfyt for his purpofe, hee determined
to make tryall therof, indytinge a letter in fuch wordes as
hee thought belt, after this he f[ummoned a generall con-
courfe and meeting of the Perfians, wher opening the let-
ter he fignifyed to them that Altyages had apoynted him
lieuetenaunt or principall of Perfia. For which caufle you
Perfians (fayd he) I will and commaunde you, to refort he-
ther euery man furnifhed and prouided of his hooke or bill,
which charge geuen he brakevp the alfembly.

Now it is meete wee knowe that many f[orts of people
are ogether vnder the generall name of Perfians. Cer-
tayne wherof Cyrus ogethe ogether intyled them to re-
bell, which were fuch that of them all the relt depended.

The names of the people be thefe.
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The Arteatians, Perfians, Pasargadians, Meraphians, Ma-
fians: of which number the Pasargadians are the molt noble
and renowmed: amonges whom is the [tocke and familye
of the Achaemenides, out of the which the Kkinges of Perfia
are alwayes chofen and elected. There be allo other Perli-
ans belydes thefe, as the Parthelians, Derufians, Germa-
nians, addicted to the trade of tillage and manurynge the
ground. Other alfo that haue principall regard of gralinge
and feedyng cattel, to wit, the Dayans, Mardians, Drophi-
cians, Sagartians. All which ready preft with their ficles &
hedging billes, Cyrus toke and lead into a field of 18. or 20
furlonges exceedyngly ouergrowen and peltered with bu-
fhes, which in one dayes [pace they cleane cut vp and caried
away. Wherfore the next day following hee commaunded
them to be prelent agayne euery man handfomly and well
arayed. Himfelfe in the meane fealon gatheryng togeather
whole heards of goats, heepe and oxen, all that his father
had, hee [lew them to make prouilion of a [umptuous and
magnificent banquet wherwith to fealt and entertayne the
whole holt and company of the Perfians. The next day infu-
ing when (as Cyrus had commaunded) the Perfians were
aflembled and comen togeather, he caufed them to [it downe
in a great and large field, where as mery as crickets, they
fell frefhly to thofe chats which in great plenty and aboun-
dance were [et before them. At after dynner Cyrus demau-
ded of them whether of the two they rather wilhed, the la-
bour palt, or the plealure prefent. To whom they replyed
that there was no comparifon or equality betweene them:
for as no payne and milery was ablent from the one: [0 no
plealure and felicity was wanting to ye other. Which their
anfweare Cyrus takyng hold of prefentlye went forwarde
faying. My frendes and countriemen of Perlia, euen [o it fa-
reth with you, and at fuch choyle and electio you now [tand.
For geuing your confent to obay and follow me: both thele
and many other infinite comodityes [(hal redound vnto you,
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without the toylfome yoke of feruitude and flauerye, but
refufing my cou [ayle, a whole [ea of mileryes do dayly thre-
aten you, not vnlyke the toyle and wretchednefle that yelter
day you abode. Be ruled then by me and attaine your free-
dome, for both I my felfe am prouyded by deuyne lotte and
appoyntment of the Gods, by whole meanes you f(hould en-
ter into this paradife of bleflednefle, and you in nothinge
(efpecially in martial courage) were euer accompted infe-
riour to the Medes. What refteth the but that in defyauice

to Altyages and the tytle of the Medes, you calt of the yoke
of feruitude, and become free.

The Perfians long fince moued with difdayne to fee the-
felues ouertopped and kept vnder by the Medes: hauing y*
oportunity of a captayne, with handel and feete (as they
lay) vowed themlelues to obay Cyrus, and recouer their li-
berty. Thele thinges [ounding in the eares of Altyages:
Cyrus by a purfeuant was cyted vp to appeare at ye court:
whom he returned backe agayne with this anfweare, that
his meaninge was to come verye [pedily and fomewhat to
fone for his purpofe. At which newes Altyages imediatlye
prepared a power of the Medes, ouer who in anil 1 hower
he placed Harpagus generall, not mynding the iniurye hee
had done vnto hym. The army prepared, and the Medes &
Perfians meeting in the field: they which were not priuye
to the purpofe of Harpagus, began to fight and bicker with
the ennemy: the relt without offer of violence ioyning with
them. Other there were, that with fmall refiftaunce tur-
ned their backes to the Per(ians and fled amayne.

The hoft of Altyages beynge in this wyle dilperfed and
fhronke in the wetting, newes was broughte thereof to the
king, who in a greate heate of choller and outrage, mena-
cing Cyrus fayd. Let the traytour bee allured hee fhall not
thus efcape. How be it, firlt of all apprehending the wyle
men Magi, by whole counfayle hee was brought to let Cy-
rus depart, he hanged them vp euery man, not leauing one
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aliue. After this he put in armour the reft of the Medes, y'
were in the city both young and old: with whom beyng pre-
fent in the fielde. After that for a whyle he had abidden the
might and power of the Perlians, he was driuen to flie,and
in the eadin was taken alyue, with the lofle and perdition
of hys whole army. Quer whom beyng now captiue, Har-
pagus his counfaylour greatlye insulted, with open [coffes
and reproachful tauntes, eading nothing yt might gaule
and greeue him to the verye hart: laying in his teeth the
fupper wherin he hadde caufled hym to feede of his f[onnes
flefh. For which caufe hee had now made him of a kynge a
vaflal. Why then (quoth Altyages) dost thou now challege
the dead of Cyrus to thy felfe, who alleaginge on the other
[ide that it was his deede and done by hym, for that Cyrus
was moued ther unto by his letters. Altyages aunfweared
that of all men he held hym molt voyd of wit and goodwill
to his countrey. The one, for that hauing power to be king
hymlfelfe, he had yelded it ouer to an other: the other in that
for malice of one fupper he had brought his owne countrey
into perpetuall eading . For had it bene necellarye to
haue put ouer the kingdome from hymlfelfe to an other, it
had bene much better to haue chofen a Mede then a Persia
wheras now the Medes being nothing giltye of that fact,
were become of rulers, flaues, and y° Perfians that hether-
to had liued in bondage were now come to be lordes them-
felues.

On this manner king Altyages hauinge the [pace of 35.
yeares borne rule in Media: was depryued of his [eate: by
whole cruelty and fore dealing the Medes came in fubiecti-
on to the Perfians after they had held the fupremilye of all
Alia aboue the floud Halis an hundred twenty eight years,
[auinge the tyme that the Scithians eading the eadin.
Afterwardes the Medes repenting themlfelues of that they
had done, reuolted from Darius, but beyng ouercome in
battayle, they were agayne perforce driuen to obedience.
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The Perfians by whole meanes Cyrus vanquithed his
graundfather Altyages, hauing the chiefe rule and domi-
nion of Afia. Cyrus doinge no violence to Altyages, kepte
him in his houfe to the houre of his death. fuch therefore
was the byrth and education of Cyrus, & the meanes wher-
by he atchieued the kyngdome: who not longe after tryum-
phed ouer kyng Craelus his profelled enemy, of whom wee
[pake before: by which his victory he wan the ful title & pol-
leffion of all Afia.

Furthermore the rytes and cultomes which the Persias
vle 1 fynd to be thefe. Firlt for ymages, temples, & aulters,
they neuer build any, and accompt it great follye and mad-
nes in thofe that do builde them. For this caule as I iudge
they think not the Gods to come of the progeny and Imeage
of men, as the Graetians doe. Wherfore making choyle of
the kighelt and molft lofty hyls of the coutrey on the toppes
of them they do [acrifyce vnto Iupiter by which name they
vnderftand the whole cope and vaute of heauen, geuing al-
fo lyke honor and reuerence to the [unne, the Moone, the
Earth the Fyre, the Water, and the Wyndes: imputing
to thele alone a deuyne nature and deity, which from the be-
ginnig they haue had in honour . Notwithstading in courfe
of time they began to buckle and pray to Vrania: which ma-
ner they drew from the Aflyrians and Arabians. Venus
of the Allyrians is called Militta, in Arabia Alitta, by the
Perfians Metra. The ceremonies eading by them to bee
kept and obferued in time of flacrifice are thele. They ney-
ther fet vp any aulter, or eadin anye fyre at all, omittinge
allo to [ay or tast of the lacrifyce before the immolation.
Pypes, Myters, saltcakes, they neuer vfe. But as euerye
one is purpofed to make oblation to the heauenly powers,
fo eading his hoflt or lacrifyce into a fayre and cleane place,
hee humbleth himfelfe in prayer to fome one of the Gods
hauing his head decked with a nightcap vluallye worne of
the women of Perfia, bounde about for the molt parte, and
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roned with mirtle. Beyng alwayes prouided that the
party which maketh the offeryng hold it not lawful to pray
for hymfelfe only or to make [upplication for any priuate or
peculiar commoditye of his owne, but vniuerfallye for the
whole realme and multitude of the Perfians, and chiefly for
the king. The facrifycer hymlfelfe being a part and parcell
of the whole number: [o that in praying for all others hee
prayeth for himfelfe. This alfo: cutting and hewing y° ha-
lowed bealt into fmall and (lender peeces, they incontinent-
ly boyld it: which done makinge diligent inquifition for the
foftelt and smothelt gralle they can find, and elpecially tri-
folly or three leaued gralfle, they [pred thereon the [odden
flefh, ouer which a Magician yalpeth out a fonge of the be-
ginning & childhod of y° Gods, whichthey accompt a molft
forceable and valerous incantation. Without this Magi-
tian: They hold no facrifice lawful or rightly perfourmed.
After this the [acrifycer taketh the flefh, and applyeth it
to what vfe it feemeth him good. Of all the dayes in ye yeare
they oblerue with greatelt ioy and folemnitye theyr byrth
day. Wherin, then at other tymes, they vle larger dyete
with greater plentye and aboundaunce of meate: in o much
that the richer and wealthier forte fet whole oxen, camels,
horfes, and alles vppon the borde, prepared and rosted in a
fornace. [uch as are of meaner ability and fubstance cele-
brate their natiuity wt bealtes of lelfe quantity. Litle meat
[ufficeth them: the greatelt part of theyr prouiflion conlfiftig
in choife chats and iunkettinge difhes. And thofe not verye
tothfome and daynty. Hereof it commeth that the Perlians
obiect to the Grecians their fhort meales & quicke dinners,
for that (fay they) they haue nothing plealaunt, dilicate, or
worth eatyng, whereby they may be allured to [itte longe
at meate. Which if they hadde (no doubt) they woulde
quatt theyr Stomakes to the full and feeldome or neuer
aryle hungrye.
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Moreouer the Perfians generally are verye much geuen to
wyne. Beyng notwithftanding forbidden by the law to per-
breake or vomite in company, or to make water wher they
may be [eene, which maner and cuftome they kepe as yet.
Commonly when they haue typled [o long they fee a peece
of the deuil, they by and by fall into queltion and conflulta-
tion of graue and ferious matters: and loke what is agreed
vpon among their cuppes the l[ame thenext day following
is propounded by the holt of the houle where the [enate
was held: and if in lyke manner they allow and thinke well
of it beyng [ober, they vie it, if otherwyle, they refufe it.
On the other lide what foeuer in time of [obriety hath bene
determined by them, the felfe fame they ruminate and run
ouer a frefh, beyng wel moftned with wine.

If they meete one an other in the way it is no hard matter
to know whether they be equalles or [uperiours ech to o-
ther. For beyng of like reputation they kylle each other on
the mouth. If the one be fomewhat the others [uperiour,
after a more modelt and bashfull fathion they Kkille on the
cheekes. If much more fet by and of farre greater regard
the bale and vnnoble falleth flat on the earth in honour and
reuerence to the other. Behauinge themlfelues with all
dutifull demeanour and curteous vsage towardes them,
which are nexte dwellers, and neyghbours vnto them.

In the fecond degree imbracing and making much of thofe
who dwell nere alfo and border uppon their neighboures,
and [o confequently the nerer euery one is in place to them
y® greater he ifin friendfhip and familiarity, efteeming thé -
felues of all men the belft.

To thofe which are furthelt [eperate and difioyned from
them in diftaunce of place they dildayne to hewe the lealt
poynt of ciuility, in ful accompt that of al men liuing there
is none lyke vnto them felues in any thinge, and as euerye
man hath nerelt propinquity to them in place and neigh-
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bourhod f[o they deeme hym to excell others in vertue and
good liuing, making lealt accompt of thofe that dwell fur-
theft of and moft of themlfelues.

Furthermore in the tyme of the Medes empyre,certain
familyes exercifed mutuall gouernment, that is, were ru-
lers ouer fome and ruled by others, for the Medes gene-
rally weare rulers and chieflly ouer thofe that dwelt next
them: who in like fort had the ouerfight of fuch as bordered
vpon them: to whom alfo in order was permitted the rule
and moderation of others. Like to this manner of
gouernment was the loue and familaritye that was alfo
of the Pefians, alwayes louinge thofe belt that were their
neerelt neighbours. Of all countryes in the world y° Perfi-
ans are molt delighted with forrayne and outlandifh ma-
ners: wherfore leauing their owne countrey velture, they
put themfelues in Medifh attyre, deeming it better & more
feemly them their owne, wearyng vpon their hands a kynd
of placars or stomacher vled of the Zgyptians. Moreouer
they are drawen with all kynd of plealure & delight which
they can either inuent the felues or learne of other: learning
of the Grecians to be in loue wt beautiful boyes. They wed
many virgines, & woo more cocubynes. In the next place to
[trenght & valiaunt courage, they make molft of him yt hath
molft childré, who anually ye kig indueth wt a great reward
as though he had atchined fome notable act . Their childre
from 5. yere old til they come to 20. they trayne & bringe vp
in 3 principal things in ryding, in [hoting, & [peaking truth
The child neuer cometh into the fathers [ight before he he
5 yeare old, but is brought vp priuily among the company
of women, to the end yt if the child dye before he alpyre to
that age the father may conceaue no griefe or forrow for y*
fame. Which cuftome truly I greatly comend : as allo this
y' it be not lawfull for the king for one offence to bereaue a
man of hys lyfe: nor for any of yt Perfians to practife cruelty
vpo his family beig moued therto by one only transgre (Tio
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But breathing vppon the caufe if by good aduylemente
he founde more and greater faultes committed then duties
perfourmed: then to geue the brydle to hys anger & worke
hys wil. Beflides they are in opinion in yt countrey , yt no ma
at anye tyme [lew his owne father: but that the child (o do-
ing vppon examination and tryal had of his byrth is awaies
found to be a baftard and changling.

Thinkinge it a thinge vnpollible that the naturall childe
fhould euer aduenture to brew the deftruction of his owne
and lawfull [yre. Whatloeuer is difhonelt to do that allo
they efteeme vnfeemly to [peake. But of all thinges they
accompt it moft abhominable to lye: and next to that to bee
much in debt: both for many other respectes, and chiefly be-
caufle they thinke it skarfe poflible for him that oweth much
not to diffemble and lye much, if any one be infected with le
profie, or otherwyle diceeined with vncleannes of the body,
he may not come within the citye, or vle the company of a-
ny Perfian, alleaging that for offence and transgrefllion a-
gaynft yt funne they were punifhed and attaynted with [uch
difeafles. And if happily it befall a [traunger or forreyuer to
be taken with [uch like ficknefle, they banifh and expell him
the countrey: for the [ame reafon allo chalting and [karinge
all Pigeons and doues out of the circuite and compalle of
theyr region. It is open blasphamy with the [ame people,
(not onely repugnant to good maners and ciuility) to pille
or [pitte into anye brooke or riuer, likewyle to wash his
handes therein, or any [uch lyke, wherof the water may co -
ceaue any maner fylth or corruption: verye deuoutlye and
with great religion, yelding worfhip & honour to yt flouds
& riuers. This alfo is peculier to yt Persias , which not mar-
ked by them , is knowe of vs , yt all the wordes in theyr lan-
guage which coeist of 4 or more sillables do commonly end
in one letter: which letter the Dores cal fan the Iones Sig-
ma. And if we loke more narrowlye into theire [peech, and
note that wel we fhal fynd not onely fome but all the names
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of the Perfians to haue their termination and endinge alyke
which for yt I know it alfuredly I am not afraid to auouch
it conftantly, being in halfe a doubt in like fort to awarrant
& beare out the truth of thofe things which the [ame people
are fayd to obferue about the dead bodyes of their countri-
men, whom (as the rumor is) they neuer beryeor intumu-
late before [uch tyme as either by dogges or foules of the
aire, they are drawen and haled about. Which thinges that
their wilemen doe, whom they call Magi, I dare vndoubt-
tedly affyrme, becaufe they manifefltly do them. The Perfi-
ans therfore inrowling and wrapping yt dead body in waxe
they afterwardes interrupt and lay it in the graue. The
Magi do much diffent and differ from other men: beyng al-
fo vnlyke and diuerfe in their cuftomes from the prieftes of
Aegipt. For the Agyptian Prieftes refufe to defyle and
pollute themfelues with the [laughter of any creature, [a-
uing of thofe which they facrifyce to the Gods. But y' Per-
fian Magi are not squemilh or dainty to imbrew their hads
in the bloud of any liuing thing what foeuer, onely excep-
ted a man or a dogge elteeming it in maner of a conquelt to
be noted for a common kyller and deftroyer of Ants, Ser-
pentes, byrdes, wormes and fuch lyke, wherin they great-
ly glory. [ufficeth it now of the Perfian falhions and or-
der of liuing to haue fpoken hetherto, eftfones making re-
courfe to that from the which we haue fomwhat digrefled.

The people of Ionia & Aolia hearyng y' Lydians with fo
[mal endeuour and welny without blowes to be conquered
by the Perfians put in amballage to Cyrus certayne of the
chiefe peares of either coiitrey offring to stad aty ° [ame co-
ditios to hym as they did before tyme to  Craelus. To whole
[uite & humble petition Cyrus made anfweare by this [i-
militude or apology. A certayn fither (quoth he) beholding
in the [ea great plenty of fylhe began to play very pleasutly
on his pype suuyofing y* at the fweete found of his harmo-
ny y fith would haue leaped out to the land: but fruftrate of
his hope, in a great heathe calt his nets into y’ fea & iuclusig
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a geate number drew to (hore where leyng them leape and
play vpon the dry ground : Nay now (quoth he) you dauce
to late, feyng yt when I pyped before, you refufed to come.
Which [peech he vled for that hauing before tyme dilday-
ned his gentle offer beyng [ollicited by him to reuolt from
Craelus to the Perfians: Now when they [awe the worlde
chaunged, & the euent of thinges not answearable to their
expectation, they made offer of their feruice, and [ignifyed
themlfelues ready preft to do hys commaundements: wher-
fore moued with difplealure agaynft them with this briefe
anfweare he fent thé away . The people of Ionia hearyng
this, repayred euery one to their owne cityes, to fortify and
make [trong their walles. Hauinge before by a generall
counfayle or f[ynode aflembled themfelues in Panionium
where they all mett [auing the Milelians whom Cyrus re-
ceyued into fauour, vnder the [ame condition as he had ta-
ken the Lydians, to the reft of the Ionians it feemed belt by
common confent to fend legates into Sparta, alwel to certi-
fy the Lacedaemonians of their prefent eftate as to craue &
implore their allistance. The people of Ionia vnto who the
temple of Panionium doth belong, haue their places of re-
fidence and abode fo plealaunt and delectable, that what for
the excellent temperature and myldnelle of the ayre and de-
uyne benefyte and commodity of the mountaynes, there is
no people in all Greece comparable vnto them. For neither
the hygher region nor the lower, nether ye Ealt cometh, nor
y° welt approacheth any thing nere to ye excellency therof, y*
one beyng for ye moft part very coulde or to much ouergone
w' water: y° other (that is to fay ye higher coaft) burnt vp &
peftered w' heat, and dust. The laguage vled in Ionia is not
all one, but reduced and brought to 4 fundry propertyes &
formes of [peech Myletus ye chiefe city amongs the , boun-
ding to the fouth, & after yt Myrus & Pryene [ituated in Ca-
ria vle all one tosig. But ye cities in Lydia (to witt) Ephe-
fus, Colopho, Lebedus, Teos, Clazomenae, Phocaea: albeit
they agree not in [peach wt the places forenamed, yet be-
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tweene themlfelues they [peake alike. The refidue which
are three: two are Isles, Samus & Chios: one in the mayne
called Erythrae, doe differ much in phrafe and manner of
wordes. Chios & Erithrae iumping in one, the other which
is Samus challenging vnto it felfe a diuerfe & [traiige form
of language from the reft: wherbyit is euident, that theyr
[peach is qualifyed by 4 fundrye differences.

Of thele people were the MILESIANS who vnder
coloure and pretence of feare came to league and couenant
with Cyrus. As for thofe cityes that were incompalled by
the [ea, they had lefle caule to feare & more to liue in grea-
ter fecurity then the reft. Both for yt the Phaenecians were
not yet tributory to the feat of Perlia, and the Perlians the-
felues were vnaccultomed to fea battels & vled no fhippes.
The fame for no other caule then that they knew the Grae-
cians to be weake and mightles, and of all the relt, the Io-
nians to be of lealt power and fmalleft valure, withdrew &
alienated themfelues from the other cityes in Ionia. For-
as much as fetting Athens afide there was noe citye of prin
cipal fame in all that toast. fo yt both other regions there
inhabitaunt, and allo the Athenians flatly renounced to bee
called Ionians many of them beynge alhamed of the name.
wheras cotrari wylethe 12 cities are not alitle proud ther-
of greatly vaunting themfelues vnder the tytle of Ionians
wherefore hauinge once called them [elues Paninoi, they
built alfo atemple, intytling it after their owne name Pa-
nionium, decreeyng and confenting neuer to admitte any o-
ther to the fociety and felowflhip of the fame. Neyther was
ther any very delyrous to be made pertakers therof [auing
the Smyrneans. The lyke thing happened to the Dorien-
[es that inhabite Pentapolis which before was called Heya
polis, who by the generall decree and ordinaunce of the
relt, arenot suffred to inioy the libertyes of the palaice
Triopium.

Excluding therfore certayne of theire owne natyue people
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For the violation and breach of a law or priuilege belongig

to the temple. For in the games of Appollo Triopius cer-
tayne three footed stooles beynge appoynted for hym that
wan the price (which neuertheles it was not lawful to cary
out of the temple, but in the [ame place to make dedication
therof to the god) one Agasicles of Halicarnallus attayning
the victorye [trayned cursye with the law, and taking away
the [tole with him caryed it home to his owne howle: For
which deed y° 5 other cityes, Lyndus, IalilTus, Cameirus,
Col, and Cindus. fequeftred Halicarnallus beyng the [ixt
from the right and freedome of the temple: leuiyng a mu-
cle or peine vppon the whole citye, for the bold enterprile
of their valerous champyon Agaficles howbeit the Ioni-
ans f[eeme vppon good ground and iust confideratio to haue
parted their countrey into 12 cityes refuling to amplify and
augment the number beyng iust [0 maney partes of Pelo-
ponnelus, wherin that tyme they dwelt, euen as now allo
the Acheans, who draue and expelled the Iones out of theyr
proper [eat are iustlye deuyded into f[o many partes. The
firft and principall whrerof is named Pallena: after whiche
are recounted Aegyrac and Aagac perpetually waflhed and
moyltned with the pleafaunt f[treame of the riuer Crathis
which is alfo called Italicus. In the next place are reputed
the cityes Bura and Helice, whether ye Ionians dilcomfited
in battayle by the Achoeans fledde for [uccoure, next vnto
Helice are thele Aegion with the people called Rhypes,
allo the Patrenles, Pharenles, and the city Olenus, by the
which fcowreth the [wift and maine riuer Pyrus. Laft of al
Dyma and the Trytaecenfes that dwell in the middle tracte
of the region. Thefe are the 12 feuerall and diltinct parcels
of Achaea: which afore tyme were held and polfleffed by the
Ionians, who for the fame caufe onlye, and none other kept
the number of twelue Cityes, without delyre to mul-
tiplye or increale the [ame. Whom precipuallye not-
withftandinge and aboue others to call Ionians yt were
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great madnes, fince the people Abantes allo are of the pro-
per lineage and naturall ftocke of Ionia, which neuertheles
haue eftranged themfelues from the name of Iones Lyke-
wyle the Minyans intermedled and mingled with the Or-
chomenians, the Cadmaeans, Dryopians Phocenfles, Mo-
loffians, Arcadyans, Pelalgians, Dores, Epidaurians, &
many other nations confufed and ioyned one with another.
Of which number they that went out of the court or calftell
of Athens named Prytanéum and reputed themfelues the
noblelt and molft principal of the Iones (at what tyme, being
fingled from the whole multitude of the Athenians they
went to dwel in an other prouince) had with them no wiues
of their owne: in [teed whereof they vled certayne women
of Caria, whole parentes they had before tyme [layne. By
reafon of which flaughter ye dames of Caria, toke a folemne
vow (which they likewyle cauled their daughters diligetly
to obflerue) neuer to [it at meate with theyr hulbandes, nor
cal them by their own names. For that hauing cruelly mur-
thered their fathers, their firft hufbandel, & their f[onnes:
they had alfo haled the poore widowes much agaynft their
willes, to their vnchalt and fylthy couches.

All which thinges were done at the city Miletus in lo-
nia.

Furthermore the kinges of Ionia and f[uch as weare ad-
uaunced to the fumpreme regiment of the countreye: were
partly of Lylia comen of the lyne of Glaucus fonne of Hip-
polochus, and partly felected and chofen out of the Citye
Pylus, drawing theyr progeny from Codrus fonne of Me-
lanthus. Notwithftanding the name and tytle of the Ioni-
ans, they moft willingly holde and embrace, of whom wee
[pake before: and in very deede are naturally fo: how beit
not they onely, but all the reft which comming of the Athe-
nians kepe and folemnize the feftiuall dayes called Apatu-
ria, are fubiect to the felfe [ame name. Which cuftome of
celebration, is vniuerfally held and obferued of all befydes
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the Ephefians and Colophonians, who by means of a mur-
der committed, are prohibited and reltrayned therefro.
Now it is meete we know that Panyonium is a certayne
holy and religious place in Mycale inclyninge to y* North
dedicated by the whole countrey of lonia to Neptune, [yr-
named Heliconius. Mycale is a promontory or high place
lyinge in the firme lande towardes the f[ea, the waee [yde
wherof pertayneth to the ysee Samus. To this mountayne
the people called Iones allemble and gather togeather, to
perfourme the ceremonies of immolation and [acrifyce,
which they call by the name of the place Panionia. It is to
be noted allo, not onely in the folemnity of lonia, but in the
fealtes & religious dayes of al the Gractians, how like vnto
the name of the Perfians they end all in a letter.

We haue heard then of the cityes of Ionia, what & how
many in number they are, it followeth, that wee [peake of
thofe that are in Zolia which are thefe Cumae, which is al-
fo called Phryconis, Larissae, Newalle, Teuus, Cylla, No-
tium ZAgyroessa, ZAgaea, Myrina. Crynia. And thele eleué
were the auncient cityes of ZAolia. Hereunto was added in
in tyme paft Smyrna, a city belonging to this regio , which
now hangeth as it were betwene the lonians and Zolians,
and is reckned for part of neit her. Otherwyle (as we [ee)
both the nations had bene equall in the number of cityes.
All the townes of Zolia are [pred in the mayne in power
and dominion going beyond the Iones but in the temperate
calmnefle of the ayre comming farre behynde them. The
occafion & meanes wherby they lost Smyrna was this. Ha-
uing entertained the Colophonians dryuen from their cou -
trey by ciuil tumult and fedition: the people of Ionia bea-
ryng grudge and malice towardes them, lay in diligente
wayght to [urpryle and take their city. Which thinge they
did at fuch tyme as the Smyrneans were bulied in the fo-
lemnifing of Bacchus feftiuall, which they vlually kept wt-
out the city. The Iones therfore when euerye one went out
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[tale priuely into the city, and shuttinge the gates held pol-
feflion by vyolence. Which thinge beyng knowen and [pedy
helpe yelded from al partes of Aeolia, they fel to condition
ye reftoring to the Smyrneans all their necellaryes and mo-
uable goods, yt (houlde bee lawful for them to hold the city
in peace: wherunto the contrary part hauing geuen theire
confent it was agreed by the eleuen cityes of Acolia to de-
uyde the relt betwene thé, eueryone making choylfe of their
owne citizens. [uch therfore and o many in number are ye
cityes of the maine, excepting thofe that inhabite Ida, which
are not referred to the former accompt.

This alfo: Lelbos is impeopled with fyue fea Ci-
tyes planted in ylandes: hauing once allo polleflfed the [ixte
called Arilba, with the Methymneans, [educed and with-
drew from the reft, as alied to themfelues in kyndred and
lyneage.

There was allo a citye founded in Tenedos, and an other
in the place called the hundred Iles. Now the people of Lel-
bos and Tenedos with the reft of the Graecians inuyroned
by the fea, had no caule to bee difmayed or troubled. But
the other cityes of the land determined to take [uch part as
the lones did and to follow them. Wherefore the amballa-
dours of both nations in fhort [pace landing at Sparta: they
chole one Pythermus a Phocaean to be the mouth of yt relt,
and to reueale their fuite to the Lacedacmonians, who at y'
fame of the amballadours arryuall flockinge together in
greate heapes, Pythermus [toode forth & in many wordes
moued the Lacaedemonians to imploy their ayd & aflistance
to fuccour the reft: but they geuing litle eare to his talke w'
out purpofle to moue one foote in the behalfe of Ionia [ente
them away, Pythermus and his company in this wile re-
pulfed, made [peedy returne to Ionia. Howbeit the Lacedae-
monians defyrous to vnderftand the fuccefle of Cyrus, and
the Graecians fent forth a bragandyne or fhippe of efpyall to
prye and listen how all thinges wente.
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Who beyng fodaynlye driuen to (hore at Phocac a [pyed one
Lacrines the [toutelft champyon in the rout of Sardis, wher
king Cyrus made his abode to geue hym to witt from the
Lacaedemonians that he fhould not endamage or abule the
Grecians any way vnder payne of theyr, heauye wrath and
difplealure.

Cyrus hearyng the bold meflage of Lacrines, demaunded
of certayne Grecians that [tode about him, what maner of
fellowes the Spartans were, and how manye in number,
which after he vnderftode he made hym this anfweare.

Verily (my friend fayde he) I neuer [tode in awe or feare
of thofe which in the middelt theyr citye haue avoyde place
wherby mutuall othes, fayned vowes, and proteltations,
they defraude & coline each other: whom if the Gods [pare
me life I wil one day caule to leaue of the regarde of other
mens mileryes and bewayle theire owne. Which wordes
were vttered by Cyrus in mockage and derifion to all the
Grecians, for hauing fuch wyde and walt marketplaces,
for open fale and marchaundife. For the Perlians neyther
haue any [uch place for exchauge and chapmandry , neyther
are troubled at any tyme with buyinge or felling.

After this leauing the rule and gouernment of Sardis to
one Tabalus a Perfian: and hauing in like maner geué one
Pactyas a man of the countrey of Lydia in charge with the
goods of Craelus, and the reft of the Lydians accompanied
with Craelus, he toke hys voyage toward Ecbatana, the
chiefe citye of the Medes and hauing no greate regarde of
Ionia, albeit they were fyrft to bee dealt withall (as [can-
ning more fedious in his heade touching the Babilonians,
Bactrians, Sacans, Zgiptians, all which he determined to
aflayle by warre) hee fent agaynlt the lones [ome other of
of his capteynes. Being newly departed from Sardis Pa-
ctias cauled the Lydians to rebell from Tabalus, and the
Perlians, and hauing in hys cuftodye all the wealth and tre-
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fure of Sardis he toke fea and leauied a power of hyred foul-
diours, procuring the helpe and fupply of all the cityes ly-
ing on the fhore. Who beyng moued by his earnelt intreaty
ioyned with him: and remouing hys tentes to Sardis, forced
Tabalus to take the tower for hys defence and flauegarde,
where he planted his army in a fiege againft him. Tydings
hereof beynge brought vnto Cyrus, who was yet in his
iourney, he turned himfelfe vnto Craelus, and [pake on this
maner. When wil it be O Craelus (quoth he) that I f(hall
be quiet & haue nothing to do? wil the Lydiaus neuer leaue
of to trouble me and themlfelues in fuch wyle? were I not
belt to make faues of them and kepe them vnder by milera-
ble thralldome and bondage? For in this that I haue alre-
ady done I am not vnlike to hym that hauing (layne the fa-
ther, taketh pity on the children. Foralmuch as I haue led
thee awaye captyue beynge more then a father to the Ly-
dians: and refltored to themlfelues theyr city againe. So that
I cannot but greatly maruayle what caule mighte moue
them (o f[odaynly to calt of obedience and become difloyall.
Craeflus fearyng lealt in his fury he would haue beate down
and defaced the city: began thus (and fayde) molt worthye
Cyrus thou haflt fpoken very well and wifely: yet neuer the-
leffe it behoueth thee to moderate thyne anger, and not to
[uffer a citye of [o great fame and antiquity to be wholly o-
uerthrowen: whiche (the Gods doe knowe) is all toge-
ather innocent both of the former offences that were done a-
gaynlt thee & of the prefente treafon which is now in hand,
the firft trefpafle (o kinge) I did my [elfe, and I [mart for
it: the fecond hath Pactyas done, and let him feele the price
of it. But to the Lydians (noble prince) hew mercy & com-
pallyon, and fynd fome meanes by infeebling their [trength
to preuent their courage, and to take from them all occali-
on of trealon heareafter.

Commaund therfore that no man amonges them be founde to
keepe any war like weapons in his houfe: ordayninge be-
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[ides that auorde their coats they weare cloakes, drawing
on their feete pumpes and bulkins, inioyne them to bringe
vp their children in playing on the cithren, in finging, in ke-
ping of tauernes and vintninge houfes: and vndoubtedlye
thou fhalt fee that of valiant men and warlike people they
will fhortely become effeminate and like vnto women: y'
there fhal be no caufe to feare lealt euer hereafter they rifle
agaynlt thee. Thele things Craelus put into his head, thir-
king it better for the Lydians to liue in this [ort then to bee
comonly folde for salues and vallals, knowing that if in cale
he had not framed a very realonable deuyfe, he could neuer
haue remoued Cyrus from his purpofe. It is allo to bee
thought that he feared leaft the whole nation of the Lydi-
ans [hould be cleane rooted out and defltroied by the Persias
if escaping this at any tyme hereafter they [ought to rebel.
Cyrus right glad at the counfayle and deuyle of Craelus,
gaue him promile to do thereafter, wherfore callinge vnto
him Mazares a captayne of the Medes, hee warned him to
charge the Lydians with the accompliflhmét and perfour -
mance of all thofe thinges that Craelus had told hym: with
a [traight comaundement to let none of thole eflcape vnlold
for bondmen which had accompanied the Lydians in the al-
[ault of Sardis. As for Pactyas the principall, he commai -
ded himto be taken and brought aliue. Which thinges af-
ter he had left to the dilcretion of Mazares, hee proceeded
immediatly towardes Perfia his natiue countrey. Nowe
Pacyas hauing knowledge that the army drew nere, ray-
fed the [yege and fled to Cumae, whom Mazares [pedily ar-
riued at Sardis, and hearing him wt the reft of his company
to be vanifhed away. Fyrft of al bound the Lydians diliget-
ly to perfourme all thofe things that Cyrus had commau -
ded. In the next place fending mellengers to Cumae to wil
them to render and yeld vp Pactyas. The Cumaeans toke
counfayle togeather & decreed to fend Branchyde to ye God
inguiring of him what was beft to be done. For as much as
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in ye place refted an oracle very auncient & of long continu-
ance, which f[eblably ye people alfo of Ionia & Aecolia did vie
and frequent. This prophecy was [ituate in a certayne field
of the Milelians about the hauen Panormus whether ye Cu-
maeans at this time [ent for aduile in their affayres , demau
ding what they might do in this cale yt might feme moft ac-
ceptable and approued to the gods. Anfwere was made y°
Pactyas (hould be reftored to ye Perfians: which the people
hearyng and thinking it wifedome to obay the oracle, were
fully mynded fo to do. Howbeit, the more part of the ben -
dyng & inclyning hereto one Ariftodicus borne of Heracli-
des, a man of no fmall accompt amongs thé, either for y' hee
beleued not ye oracle or miftrufted ye meflengers y' were fent
vnto it, earneltly wt [tood it tooth & naile, in no wile [uffering
y® Cumaeans to obay the voyce & suggeltion of ye God, wher-
vpon it came to pafle ye other mellengers were [ent the [e-
conde tyme, to wit ye prieftes & religious me of the citye , A-
riftodicus himfelfe making one of the company, who beyng
come to the place where the god held his [eate, humbly be-
fought hym in thefe wordes. Ther came vnto vs (O Kking)
a certayne Lydian named Pyctyas proftrate in all humili-
ty, pitifully crauing & beleeching vs to faue & alflist him fro
the vyolent & cruel hands of his [pyteful & enraged enemies
we (albeit dreading the might & power of ye Perlians:)yet
haue not deliuered him, vntil we vnderftoode of thy diuine
wiledome what pertained to vs to doe in [o doubtful a cale.
Hauing ended his [peach, he receaued ye like anfwere as be-
fore, ye Pactyas was to be yelded into ye hands of the Persias:
wher wt all Ariftodicus being angry of fet purpofe wrought
this fact. As he walked about ye temple certain youg  [par-
rowes & other birds yt built there he toke out of their nelts
& fodaynly a voice was hard out of the inner part of y* tem-
ple faying: thou wicked & malicious wretch what makes
thee in this fort, to [poile ye nelts of my innoceét [uppliantes,
wherunto Ariltodicus anfweryng: (o king quoth hee) dost
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thou fo greatly fauour and regard thofe that flye vnto thee
for luccour, and yet biddelt the Cumaeans to delyuer Pacty-
as into the handel of hys enemyes? To which the God re-
plying. Truly, fayd he, I bid you all goe to the deuil, and
neuer hereafter to [follicite this oracle about the reltoring
of your [uppliantes. The Cumaeans certifyed of this laft
anfweare determined nether to giue vp Pactyas to be [layn
of the Perfians: nor yet by keeping him [til to bring Cyrus
to the fuberfion and ruine of their citye. Wherefore they
fent him [fecretly away to Mytelacane. But Mazares in
lyke fort making challenge of him from thence, the Mity-
linacans couenaunted vppon a certayne pryce to [urrender
hym. Which notwithftanding I dare not auouch and very-
fie for that the matter came not to full ilfue and perfection.
The people of Cumae vnderstadyng in what difltrelle Pac-
ctyas was at Mytilaene, [ent a barke to Lelbos, where hee
went a borde and was [pedely landed at Chyus, where ha-
uing taken [anctuary in the gardian temple of Minerua, he
was neuertheles haled out violently by the Chians, & geué
to his ennemyes. The Peracans gaue in reward to the citye
Chius a certayne field of Mylia named Actarnacus right o-
uer agaynlt Lelbos.

By this meanes was Pactyas in warre with the Persi-
ans, when oportunity ferued to be geuen into the handes of
Cyrus. Neuerthelefle of the fruites and increale of Atar-
naeus, for a longe tyme after the people of Chius, neyther
made any barly cakes to offer to the gods, nor wrought any
paalt of ye meale thereof for iunkets & banquetting difhes.
And in briefe what foeuer the ground yeelded they flatly a-
bolithed from the feruice and worfhip of the gods. Pactyas
beyng betrayed by the Chians, Mazares without further
delay lead his army agaynft thofe that had miniftred ayde
to hym in gettyng the city, and conqueringe the Pryenfes,
he began to walt and depopulate the fieldel of Maecander,
geuing the whole pray and booty to his [ouldiours.

Which done, in femblable manner he gaue the onfet to
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Magnelia, and laftly attached with extremitye of [icknes,
finifhed hys lyfe. In whole fteed Harpagus, who was allo
a Mede, guyded the army. This was hee whom king Alti-
ages intertayned with a banket of his fonnes flefh: and by
whole meanes Cyrus before tyme alpyred to the eltate roy-
all. To hym the chiefe gouernment of the army was nextly
committed: who comming into Ionia, intrenched many ci-
tyes and tooke them. For hauing firft of all compelled the
to vle the refuge and defence of their walles, he rayfed bul-
warkes agaynlt their townes, and with fmall force cauled
them to yeelde. In which manner he wanne Phocaea, the
chiefe city of the Iones, the people whereof firft of all the
Grecias wandered on ye fea in long and ample voyages, fyn-
ding out and dilcrying both the countreyes themfelues, A-
dria, Tyrrhenia, Iberia, Tartellus, and the nereft cuee allo
and redieft way of nauigation to the [ame. At which tyme
they had in vle no beaked or snoweed (hippes armed with a
pyke or stemme of iron, but fmaller and lighter vellels dri-
uen with {is} oeres apiece. Thele at their firft arryual to Tar-
tellus, were very welcome to ye king whole name was Ar-
ganthonius and by whom the kingdome had bene gouerned
80 yeares, liuing by the [pace of 120.

Who made fo pallyng much of the Phocaeans; and fhewed
them [o curteous intertaynment, that he left it in their po-
wer to chofe any part of his kingdome to inhabite, where-
vnto not able to allure them by any perswations, and hea-
ryng by them how the power of Harpagus dayly increafed,
hee gaue them an infinite fumme of moneye to inuyron and
compalle about their citye with a wall. The circuit of their
wall beyng no fmall number of furlongs in [cope and com-
palle, framed & compacted of greate and huge [tones layd
togeather wt [inguler cunning: by this meanes was y® wall
of the Phocaeans builded. Agaynft whdo Harpagus incaping
his power gaue fierfe & mightye allault to the city, giuing
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them vnderftanding withall that it (hould suffyce and con-
tent him if they would throw downe but one fortres or gar-
dure of their wall for himfelf to build an houfe on. But the
Phocaecans abhorryng nothing more then feruitude & lofle
of liberty, required of him one dayes deliberation in the
caufe, and for that whyle to reclayme his armye from the
walles Harpagus (albeit as he fayd) hee verye well knewe
what they meant to do neuertheleflfe, graunted them [pace
to breath and bethinke themlelues. The army goyng from
the city, forth with the people of Phocaca with their wiues
and children and all their fubftaunce tooke fea, in (hippinge
belides all the ymages of theyr temples and gyftes offered
to the gods, [auing thofe that were of iron or [tone or onely
paynted and wrought in colours. Which done with al their
caryage they layled into Chius* Phocaea left defolate with-
out any liuig creature in it was ye next day take by the Per
fians. The people wher of hauing cheapened of ye Chyans y*
Iles Oenusiae (who refufed to fel them fearing lealt ye mart
and cuftome of marchandize fhoulde bee translated from
their owne Ile, thither) departed thence into Cyrnus.

Where twenty yeares before lead by a certayne prophecye
they had founded a city named Atalia. Whyle thele things
were doyng Argathonius the Tarcefian kyng dyed. But y°
Phocaeans holdyng their courfe toward Cyrnus turned out
of the waye and came to their old citye where they seue the
garifon and power of the Perfians planted there by Harpa-
gus for the pofleflion and cuftody of the Citye. Curlinge &
banning thofe with moft blasphemous and execrable [pea-
ches which fhould feeke to leaue theyr companye and turne
behynd.

Wherewithall taking a fiery wedge of hoat iron, they calt
it into the fea, deepely vowing neuer to returne to their ci-
ty Phocaea, before the iron ryflinge from the bottome of the
water [hould eeote aloft and [wimme one the toppe. Howbe
it launchinge towardes Corsica: the halfe part of the rowt
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were moued with a great longing and delire of their coun-
trey, and the maners and cultomes therof, infomuch that
many of them without regard of their oth, returned backe
to Phocaea. Others lead with a greater care of theyr late
uow, leauing the Iles Onusae, went [trayght to Cyrnus.

Where beyng come on [hore, for terme of 5 years they ioy-
ned felowlip with other their countreymen which before
tyme were [hed from the city to inhabite that place, making
ordinaunce and appoyntment of diume feruice and honoure
to the Gods. Neuerthelelfle beyng accultomed in manner
of enimyes by open pillage to [poyle and deltroy the fields
of their neighbours round about: the Tyrrhenias and Car-
thaginians determined by common confent to encounter
them by power of warre hauing furnifhed to the [ame end
a fleete or Nauye of threfcore fhippes. The lyke number
on the other [yde beyng prouyded by the Phocaeans, wel [to-
red and replenifhed with [ouldiours they fet forth to meete
the enemy in the fea called Sardonium. Where ioyninge
in battell the Phocaeans obtayned a victory much lyke vnto
that of Cadmus. For of threfcore vellels fourty beyng funk
and ouerwhelmed in the fea, the other twenty were [0 man-
gled and torne, and the nofes and stemmes thereof blunted
and beaten backe, that they [erued afterwards to fmall vfe.
Retiring therfore to Atalia they toke theyr wiues and chil-
dren with the reft of their wealth almuch as coulde wel lye
aborde and remoued from Cyrnus to Rhegium. The men
wherewith the drowned fhippes were filled, loke how ma-
ny elcaped the water and came into the handel of their ene-
mies (which hapned to many) at their coming to land wer
[toned to death. Infuing which murder they cattell & peo-
ple of the Agilleans, as manye came into that place where
the men of Phocaca were [tonned were ether [corched and
blafed all with lightning or attached with extreame furye
& madnes. For which caufe the Agylleans willing to make
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[atisfaction for the offence, f[ent to Delphos, where Pythia
commaunded them to do all thofe thinges which they hold
and obferue to this houre: annuallye perfourminge to the
Phocacans that were [tayne the [olemne pompe of funeral
exequies with a game of wrastling and exercife of the body.
Such was the euent and [uccelle of thofe people after they
forfooke their countrey foyle. Of which rout and compa-
nye they which elcaped the dynt of battel and cut the feas
to Rhegium, planted a city in ye Fielde of Oenotria, called
Hyéla: beyngtherto moued by the aduyfle of one Posidonia-
tes, a manne very well elteemed and thoughte of in all the
lande of Phocaea. In this manner did Fortune deale with
thofe that dwelt in Ionia.

The very lyke thing chaunced to them that held the city
Teios: whole towne by meanes of a vulwarke caflt vp a-
gaynlte the walles veynge at a poynte welnye vanquifhed
and ouercome by Harpagus, they pafled the feas into Thra-
cia, fynifhinge the citye Abdéra in the fame place: the fou -
dation and grounde whereof was fyrft layed by Temesius
Clazomenius. How bee it, not inioyinge the fruite and
due guerdon of his labour, hee was driuen thence and ex-
pelled by the Thracians. Albeit, the menne of Teios in the
lelfe fame citye of Abdéra haue hym in honour and repute-
cion of halfe a God. Thele people onely of the whole natio
of Ionia moued with hate and dif[dayne of bondage, left the
places, where they all were naturallye resyaunte, and
foughte forrayne and [traiige countries . The relt remay-
ninge (except the Milelians) tooke heart at grafle, and
foughte both [toutlye and valtauntlye in the behalfe of
their landes and liberty.

But the fortune of warre proceedynge agaynft them,
they came into captiuitye. And abydinge [till in theire
owne [eates, dyd as they were commaunded. Onely the
Milesias (who were in league with Cyrus and the Perfias)
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as wee fayd before, were quiet and voyde of trouble. By
this meanes was Ionia the fecond tyme bereaued & [poiled
of theire libertye. The people of the Iles perceyuinge the
mayne land to bee all vnder the dominion and rule of the
Perfians: fearyng the worst yelded themfelues to Cyrus to
be at his pleafure. Now the Ionians albeit in very milera-
ble eftate and condition, yet ofyng their olde haunte and ac-
cuftomed meetinge at Panionium, the fame is that one
Bias a Prienian gaue them f[uch counfayle, as had they
purflued it with diligence, they had liued in the molt happy
and blilleful eftate of all the Grecias. His aduyle was this,
that the people of Ionia abandoninge their owne howles &
places of habitation, (hould imbarke themlfelues to Sardi-
nia, and there for their whole multitude to build and erect
a city to be helde and inhabited by them al in general which
doyng they might calt of the yoke of ye Perlians, and hauing
in their dominion the griateft and molt principall of all the
Iles, might alfo hold ye chiefe rule & dominion ouer all the
reft. This was ye cou [ayl of Byas, to ye pore afflicted lones.

Not much inferyour to this was the graue aduife and
[entence of Thales whereby he prouoked and ftyrred vp the
people before their captiuity to the inftitution of one gene-
rall parliament to be comonly held at Teios both for that
ye city was fixed in the midle part of the region, and that the
other Cityes rounde aboute, mighte neurrtheleffe bee
reckened as tribes appertinét therto . This was ye holefom
doctrine & wyle coiifayl geuen by thefe 2 learned sages to y°
people of Ionia. Harpagus after his tryumph ouer Ionia,
directed hys power agaynft the Caryans, Caunians, and
Lyfians, leading with him the Iones and Zoles. Of which
number the Carians forfoke the Iles to come dwell in the
mayne. For in auncient tyme they were vnder the authori-
ty and gouernement of Minos, bearyng the name of Lela-
ges, at what tyme alfo they were refident in the Ilandes w'-
out rent or penfion of tribute, as far as I can learne by y*
diligent [crutiny (& hearfay) of times forepalt & confumed.
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onely they weare leauied at a certayne number of [hyppes
furnifhed and prepared with men of armes as often as it le-
med good to the Prynce.

Moreouer King Mynos inioying a very large & ample
Oilion, very fortunate in the euent of warre. The nation
of Caria was exceedingly aduaiuiced aboue the reft in royall
fame & dignity: of whom the Gretians borowed three prin-
cipall thinges, firft found out and deuifed by them. It was
their inueftion to weare a Crelt or Cope on their Helmets,
to paynt and [et forth their Targets in gallant fhewe & bra-
uery of colours: lalt of all the steele or handle of the fhielde
came likewile fro the, whereas, before they vied no [teeles,
but hanging them about their neckes and right (houlders,
with lyftes and thonges of leather they moued and guyded
them to and fro. Along time after the Caryans, the Dores
allo and Iones chaunged the Isles with the mayne or conti-
nent, and rowseed the there : all which things are affirmed
of y° Carians by the people of Creta. From whom the Cary-
ans themlfelues doe greatly diflent and swarue in opinion,
coftantly auouching how from the beginning and beyonde
all memory, thofe [eates haue bene helde by them without
chaunge or mutation eyther of name or place. In teftimony
whereof they fhewe the temple of Iupiter Carius, founded
at Mylallus whereunto the Lydians alfo and Myfians haue
common reforte as allyed to the Carians in neere kindred &
affinity. For the Carian calleth the Myfian and Lydian bro-
ther, whereof it commeth that they vle all one place of pray-
er and worlhip to the powers deuyne. All other nations be-
fide though in tongue they differ not from thy Carians, yet
are they not ioyned wyth them in fellowfhip of [acrifice and
feruice to the Gods.

The people Caunij, though they fetch theyr Progeny,
from Crete, yet (as mee [eemeth) they rowst now in theyr
naturall Relt where in they haue alwayes bene reliaunt.
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Theyr [peach or forme of phrafe they haue drawne from the
Caryans, or the Caryans deriued theirs from them: where-
of I am not able to et downe an ablolute and infallible fen-
tence. The lawes they vle are very dyuerfe and [traunge,
both from the maners of Carya, and other Nations. For-
almuch as with them it is a very laudable cultome & hyghly
commended accordinge to the respect and degree of age, for
men, women and children to flocke together in companies
to open fealtes and bankettinges. The [tate of theyr re-
ligion and maner of ceremonies accultomably vled by them
were firft taken from forrayne Nations: wherewith after
being wearyed and difcontented, they tyed themlfelues to y°
Saynctes of theyr owne Countrey. The [elfe [ame take-
ing Weapons in their handel marched forward like madde
men till they came to the Calyndian hilles, beatinge and
[wynging ye antes alleadging that they banifhed out of their
coaltes, [traunge and forreyne Gods. Sutch were the ma-
ners and cultomes allo of thofe people. But the Lycians
molt alluredly are an offpring and braunch of the Creten-
[es: for in the beginning Creta was inhabited by the Bar-
barians, but afterwardes the fonnes of Europa, Sarpédon,
and Minos, fallinge at variaunce for the Empyre, Minos
gettinge the better of his brother, chaled him and all his co -
[ederates out of the lande: who beinge dilpofleflfed of their
[eates feyled vppon a Region in Alia called Mylias, which
name at this day is fometime attributed to that place where
the Lycians dwell. Mylias fo properly called, hauinge at
that time to name [olinij. During the rule and gouernance
of Sarpédon they were called by ye name which they brought
with them. Which is to fay, Termiliae, which as yet is held
and reteyned of thofe that lye next vnto them. Howbeit Ly-
cus the fonne of Pandion beinge dryuen from Athens by
the rigour and violence of his Brother Aegéus, and com-
ming to Sarpédon Prynce of the Termilians: in continu-
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aunce of tyme it came to palle that they tooke the name of
Lycus, and were called Lycians. They accultomed them
felues to the lawes of Creta, and Caria. Albeit they haue
one thinge of theyr owne proper and peculiar, wherby as
by Badge, or cognizaunce they are [eperated from other
nations, in that they call them felues by the names of their
Mothers not of their fathers: as if the queltion be demau -
ded of any of them what he is, or whole fonne, the manner
and vle is to blale hys pedegre from his mother, reher-
fynge belydes his mothers mother and fo vpward.

Ouer and beflydes, if a Woman free borne couple hirfelfe
in matrimony with a [laue or bondma:: neuerthelefle their
Children and feede generallye f(hall be held and accomp-
ted free.

Contrariwyfe if a man free by byrth and natiuitye (hall
ioyne in wedlocke with a forrayne woman, or one that is
reputed for a scalant or common f[trumpit, their dilcent and
yllue fhalbe alway ligned with the note of infamye, and ne-
uer be called to any degree of credite or eftimation.
Furthermore the people which at thofe tymes held the do-
minion of Caria without atchieuaunce of any famous or no-
table act were conquered and ouercome by Harpagus. Nei-
ther were the Carians onely deftitute of the glorye and re-
noune of noble dedes: but the reft allo of the Gretians there
about lurked in silence and had their name darkened and o-
uerwhelmed with obfcurity. There kept resiautes in  thofe
places alwel others, as allo the Cnydians, which were a
remnaunt of the Lacedaemonians thither drawen and deri-
ued, whofe region wyndeth to the fea called Tryopium and
is almoft on euery [yde hemmed in by the fea. The North
part beyng limitted with the salte waues of Ceraunium:
the fouthfide by the Rhodian and Simanian fea. The reft
which is a very narrow [trayght, not pallinge fiue acres in
breadth: the people of Cnydus (whyle Harpagus was buli-
ed in y° affaires of Ionia) thought to haue digged a way, & in
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fo doyng to haue brought ther countreye into the forme of
an Iland geuing free courfe and pallage to the [ea on euery
[yde. For their whole territory was within the broken cir-
cle of the fea: ioyninge to the mayne or firme lande in that
[trayght where the waters almolt mette, which [pace they
were in mynd to haue trenched throughout, wherby the fea
in manner of a circle mighte haue his full fcope and iffue a
bout the Ile, whereto employing their whole force and in-
deuour it chaunced them in the middelt of their toyle to bee
taken in manye partes of the bodye, and chiefly with an ex-
treme [marting and f[orenes of the eyes. Wherupon refol-
uinge to [end to Delphos to Apollo, they inquired of him
what it might be that o greatly hyndred them to proceed in
their enterprife.

To whom Pythia made anfwere in certayne verfes co -
[iftyng of [ixe feete after this maner.

Seeke not to faue your [eate
by trenche or heaped pyle.
If mightye I oue had pleafde
Your land had bene an Ile.

This anfwere receiued, the Cnydians made holiday, &
attempted no further to delue the ground. Wherefore Har-
pagus inuading their countrey with his army they fubmit-
ted themlflelues without refiftaunce. More then this, fome
what about Halicarnallus in the region dwell the Pedace-
ans: with whom at the fhew or appearance of any daunger
or milfortune either to themlfelues or their neighbours, it
falleth out that Mineruas Prieft hath continuallye a longe
bearde: which happened vnto them three fundry tymes.

Thele alone of all the people in Carya kept Harpagus at
lenghth of weapon, and defended their city a long tyme, fen-
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cing the mountayne Lyda with principall garde and muni-
tion, howbeit in ye end they were driuen to yeeld. From
thence Harpagus mouing hys tentes into ye fieldel of Xan-
thus was encountered by the Lyfians. Who albeit they
were fewer in number, neuertheles hardened themfelues
to all extremity & with maful courage [ulteined the might
and puillaunce of their ennemyes. Who preuayling againft
them at the laft made the to recoyle and take their Citye
Whereinto being entred, they toke their wiues Children,
and all their fubftaunce and shut them vppe into the Tower
or caltle of the city, and fetting fyre to the [ame without pity
or regard they burnt them all. And immediately after bin-
ding themfelues with a moft horrible and dreadefull othe,
they clofed the feconde tyme with their enemyes : with who
they perfifted in valiaunt fight: [o longe as one man of their
number remayned alyue.

All the Lycians which are called by the name of Xan-
thians, and forreiners and arriued from [traunge places,
except 40 familyes, which by fortune at ye fame tyme being
oute of the city elcaped death. By this meanes came Xan-
thus into the handel of the Perlians. In like manner alfo
the city Caunium was taken by them whole people for y°
molt part followed the example of the Lycians. Harpagus
therefore hauing added to the feate of Perfia all the cityes
the lower: the [uperiour and hygher partes thereof Cyrus
by his owne proper Mart and valiauncy had ouercome and
vanquifhed leauing no part of the [ame free and vnfubdu-
ed. Wherefore in prefence we will leaue of to [peake of the
reft of their noble actes & deedel, letting pafle many things
wittingly for defire to reueale and dilfplaye thofe thynges
which to them [elues were moft labour fome and difficulte
and deferue to bee prynted in eternall memory.

Now when king Cyrus had brought into his power all
the nations that lye in the mayne, he leuied his whole [tre-
gth againft the Aflyrians. There be many and great cities
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of Aflyria, but aboue all one elpeciall and pryncipall, both
in defence and dignitie [urmounting the reft, by name Ba-
bylon, where after the occafion and ruine of Nynus was
planted the feate and palace of the greate kinge. This citye
had the foundation and being in a wonderful huge playne:

and was builte and contriued into a foure [quare forme: e-
uery [ide thereof conteining in length an hundred and twen-
ty acres. Whereby it is euidente that the circuit and com-
palle of the whole city amouted to the fumme of 480 acres
of grounde, [o greate and of [o huge bygnes and ampli-
tude was the mighty citye Babylon. Moreouer within the
walles faire and beautifull pafling meafure, garnifhed &
fet forth with rych and [umptuous buildings, as no Citye
whereof we haue notyce approacheth any thinge to the in-
comparable dignity of the [ame.

Firft of all it is calt about and incompalled with a wyde
and deepe Ditch filled and implet with water, in the nexte
place is rayled a wall 50 royall cubits in thyckenefle and
200 in heigth: a cubute royall contayninge three fyngers
more then the vulgare & common cubyte, which we vlually
follow in meafuring. It (hall not be impertinent to ye mat-
ter to fhew and declare to what vle & feruice the earth was
imployed, which was calt and voyded out of the trench, as
allo in what maner and forme the wal was builte.

Of the clay calt out, and clenfed from the ditche were
drawed and framed certayne brickes, which arylynge at
length to a great multitude they were dryed and burnte in
a kill or fornace.

Afterwardes clofing the f[ame togeather with morter
betwixt euery thirtith courfe or row of brickes they layd y*
toppes of canes or reedel dipped and steeped in boylyng
lyme, and firft of in this manner they curbed and garded
about the brinckes of the mote wt a list or hemme of brickes
obfleruing alfo the felfe fame arte in the frame and worke-
manfhip of the wal.
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On the toppe of the wall along the edges and margentes
therof were built & cituated certaine [mal howles one [tory
hygh facing and ful oppolite one to an other, betweene eue-
ry of the which was o much [pace and diftance, as a carte
might haue gone betweene them.

Through the walles ther opened an 100 broad gates for
pallage and ingreflle into the citye all of bralfle, with pofltes
and hynges of the [ame. Eyght dayes iourney from Babilo
is placed a city called Is, faft by the which floweth a riuer of
no great bygnes, named alfo Is, caryinge his ftreme into y°
floude Euphrates: This feely brooke [cowreth through his
chanel greate plenty of lyme wherof they had principall vle
in the buildyng of the walles of Babilon. Of the forme and
delcription wherof f[ufficeth it thus to haue fpoken. How be
it, it behoueth vs to vnderftande that the citye Babylon, ys
cutt and [undered in twayne by the mayne [treame of the ri-
the riuer Euphrates: which is very great deepe and [wift
of courfe and taking hys fyrft yflue from the mountaynes
of Armaenia, breaketh at the length and emptyeth yt felfe
into the red fea.

The partition of the walles made by the intercourfe of y°
riuer [hootes bppon the bankes on eyther [yde, which are
brealted out and fortifyed with a countremure of bricke to
kepe the waters from flowing into the citye. The Citye it
felfe is replenifhed with houfes four [toryes in heighte be-
yng allo deuyded, & as it were chekered into fundry [treets
and lanes fome leadyng long wayes , other f[ome crofle and
ouerthwort, at the end of one [treete openeth a bralen dore
through the wall and countergard of the ryuer, whereby
the people haue accefle to the water. And this wall is in de
fence of the citye agaynlt the vyolence of the floud. Moreo-
uer in either part and region of the citye there is another
wall, not much inferyour in f[trenghe (albeit in thicknelle
fomewhat lefle then the former. One of thele in ye one parte
of the citye inclofeth aboute the [tately court and resyaunce
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of the Prince exceeding [trong, and of a mile compalle.
Likewile in the other parte of the Citie is a wall, in the
circle and clofure whereof is conteined the Temple of Iu-
piter Belus, wherevnto entry is made through the wall by
mighty bralen gates, [tanding yet in this our age, to the
open view and beholding of trauaylers. This wall is built
in maner of a quadrangle, foure-[quare, being on euery lide
two acres long. In the middelt of the Temple [tandeth a
towre of found worke, very firme and folide, without vaut
or holownelle, a furlong thicke, and as much high: on the
top of the which was planted another towre, which in like
manner vphelde and vnderpropped the third: wherevppon
likewile were fiue other turrets placed, each taking hys
ground and foundation from the top of another. On the
outfide of euery towre do winde certaine degrees of [teps
or [tayres leading to the top or highelt part of the [ame.
In the midway vp the [tayres are framed certayne [eates
or benches for thofe that go vp to reft and breathe by the
way. In the top or [upremity of the highelt turret is ano-
ther Chappell, within the whiche is placed a bed decked
with molt coftly and [umptuous furniture, befides the
which [tandeth a beautifull table of fine gold. In this sa-
cred houle or vefltry no image is erected, neyther doth any
creature lye in the [ame, [aue one woman alone, beeing of
the [ame countrey (as the Prielts of Babylon affirme) and
fuch a one, as it pleafeth the god to choofe for his owne dy-
et. Who do alfo conftantly reporte (albeit I am hardly
brought to beleeue it) that the god himfelfe entring into the
Temple, taketh vp his lodging in that chamber. Like as
allo it falleth out at Thebes in ZAgypt by the voyce and re-
cord of the Agyptians, where in the oratory or place of fer-
uice dedicate to Iupiter Thebanus, a woman vleth to lye:
who (as alfo the other of Babylon) is conftantly auouched
at no time to haue cuftome or fellowlhip with men. Such
is allo the priorefle or woman prieft at Paterac in Lycia
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when time or occafion ferueth, for there the Oracle is not
continually held, but at fuch time as it approcheth, the Ab-
befle ouer night is faft lockt and included into the Church.
In the temple of Babylon beflides there is another temple
fomewhat lower, wherein is kept the famous monument
of the god Iupiter wrought of golde, neere vnto the which
adioyneth a table, which together with the frame and [ettle
thereto belonging, is allo of meere and [olide gold, eltee-
med of the Chaldaecan priefts at the fumme and value of
800. talents. At the comming out of the chappell, there is
allo to be feene an aultar of cleane gold: not farre from the
which [tandeth another of ftrange and wonderfull bignes,
whereon are offered all fuch bealtes as are of perfect age
and ripe growth: contrarywile on the aultar of golde it is
not lawfull to facrifice any but [ucklings, and fuch as are
newly drawne and taken from the teate. On the greater of
the two aultars, the Chaldacan Chaplaynes burne incenfe
to the god, with expence of a C. M. talents of frankincenfe.
In the fame temple is allo another image of. 12. cubites in
length of mally and beaten golde, which albeit I [awe not
with mine owne eies, yet prefluming vpon the credit of the
Chaldaeans, I haue aduentured to fet it downe. This image
Darius the fonne of Hyltalpes, and King of Perfia, would
faine haue bin fingering, neuerthelefle, for feare of after-
claps, he was contente to coole his thirst, and forgoe the
[poile, howbeit, Xerxes his fonne & heire in later daies rife-
ling the temple, made a booty therof, hauing done to death a
chaplaine who stoutly forbad him to moue the image out of
his place. With thele & [uch like ornamets was yt temple of
Babylon gorgeously adorned, besides an infinite number of
gifts and prelents, franckly geuen and beltowed to the po-
lithing and fetting foorth of o rare & famous a monument.
Furthermore, the genealogy and [ucceflion of the Kings
of Babylon is very manyfold and diuerfe, of whome ioynt-
ly with yt affaires & eltate of Allyria we meane to intreate:
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parte of thele laid their wealth & trealure on the trimming
& beautifying of the city walles: other [pared no coalt to in-
rich & adorne the temples & palaces of the gods. In the line-
all difcent of the bloud royall, mention is made of two wo-
men: the one of thele raigned fiue ages before the later, and
was called Semiramis. This Queene caufed to be calt vp &
raifed great mounts & mighty banckes, very wonderfull to
be feene, which kept the riuer within the courfe of his na-
turall chanell, beeing wont before time to ouerflow & couer
the whole plame. The [econd Queene named Nitocris was
of wit more (harp & fubtile, and of much more fiue inuenti-
on then ye former, by whom both other things were brought
to palle right woorthy memory, whiche wee purpole to re-
count: and chiefly this, that perceiuing the power and go-
uernement of the Medes to grow and increafle, and as well
other townes, as alfo the city Ninus to be vanquilhed by
the, [he forethought all the meanes that could be deuifed, to
arme & defend hirfelfe againft the enemy. Firlt of all the ri-
uer Euphrates that whilome by a [treight & equall courfe
ftreame throughout the towne, flowing in a right line to-
wards the fea by meanes of certaine trenches calt vp and
digged for the [treame, [he drew into a confufle and intricate
race, folding & winding many waies, infomuch that in three
fundry places it hath eftfoones recourfe vnto one little vil-
lage in Allyria called Arderica fo that they which come fro

the fea to Babylon by y' riuer Euphrates, are co ftreined to
ariue thrice at Arderica & that alfo in three feuerall dayes.
This was alfo one worke of hers which fhe did about y' ri-
uer, the borders wherof besides (he hath hemmed & garded
in with a banke fo [trog & moltrous, & what for yt vhmealu-
rable hignes & bignes of yt [ame, it would greatly astonilhe
thofe that do view & behold it. fomewhat aboue the city, a
little off from the riuerf( (ide, [he cauled a place to be calt &
trenched for the receipt of a [tanding water or poble, which
they digged [o deepe, till they came to the water, extending
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euery way in breadth the [pace of. 320. furlongs. The earth
that was voyded heerefro was referred and employed to
the bancking of the riuer. The edge and brinckes of the
poole were layde aboute and paued with [tone. In both
which things, as well in turning the courfe of the water,
as in deluing the trench or lake, fhe had this purpole, that
the violece of the floud being hindred by fo many windings
and turnings, might flowe in a more quiet and peaceable
[treame: then, that the pallage from the maine fea to Ba-
bylon might be made more troublefome to the [aylers, by
the often creekes and circuites of the water: finally, that
the next way and readielt path from Media to Babylon be-
ing shut vp, and intercepted by the mutable courfe of the
riuer, the Medes hindered from mutable trade of Mer-
chandize with the Allyrians, might be ignorant and vn-
[kilfull of hir aflayres and counfayle. Thus did Queene
Nitocris on the lower fide of Babylon prouide for the [afe-
tie and good eltate of the Realme, hauing another mea-
ning in the fenne or marith which fhe caufed the people to
digge aboue the towne, for the City being [eparate and di-
uided into two partes, by meanes of the riuer which flo-
weth through the middes, vnder the raigne and dominion
of other Princes, wholoeuer of the Citizens was delirous
to go ouer on the other flide, he was fayne to be feried ouer,
and palle by a boate, whiche coulde not be voyde of greate
toyle and trouble, of which extremity by the good inuenti-
on of Queene Nitocris, the City obteyned [peedie releale
by one and the felfefame meanes, leauing behinde two fa-
mous monumets of pe  rpetual memory. Wherfore hauing
turned the riuer into the maine gulfe or lake that was
caft vp and digged in the plaine, [he incontinently caufed
mighty [tones to be hewed out, [quared for ye purpofe. The
floud hauing a breach and ifflue another way, within the
compalle of his owne chanell became drye and voyde of wa-
ter, Nitocris therefore fenced the bankes and fhores of the
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riuer within the Citie, with a skirt or edge of bricke, to
laue the water from abating and wearing the earth. In like
maner the [teppes leading downe from the brafen wickets
to the water, [he framed of bricke layd and mortered toge-
ther in like forte as the walles. About the middeflt of the
Citie [he made a bridge ouer the water, built of [tone cut
and polifhed to the fame ende, which (he caufed to be knit &
mortered together with leade and iron. This bridge in the
day time fhe couered with planckes of fourelquare forme,
to giue pallage & recourfe to her fubiects: which in the eue-
ning were continually drawne & remooued from thence, to
the end all occalion of mutual theft and villany in the night
might be foreleene & preuented. The worke being ended, [he
wrought the meanes for the water to returne to his proper
courfe, eftloones boyding the lake againe, which then by
continuall feeding of the [treame, drew to be full. Thus the
end prooued the deluing of the fenne to be very profitable
& comodious, by meanes whereof a bridge was made for the
vle & benefit of the city. The fame Nitocris alfo put in pra-
ctile this fubtile and deceitfull inuention. Alost vppon the
molt ftately and portlike gate of the City in open (hew and
appearaunce to all mé , fhe built her a fepulchre, engrauen
with this title or [uperscripcion: If any of the Kings of Ba-
bylon after me f(hall ftand in neede or penery of money,
let him open the tombe and take as much as he will: but
not vnlefle he be driuen by extremity, for it fhall not be
good for him. This fepulchre was [o long vnmoued, till
the kingdome fell into the hands of Darius, who very much
difdaining that he neither had vfe of thele gates (becaule
that ouer them was placed a dead body, fo that he counted
it vnwholefome to go through them) nor any profit or com-
modity of the money, elpecially being allured and prouoked
thervnto by the Epitaph and inscription, he brake open the
monument and looked in, not finding one crofle nor ought
elle faue the dead carkelle & certaine letters, faying thus:
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Vnlefle thou hadst bene an wvnlatiable wretch, and gree-
dy of filthy gayne, thou wouldst neuer haue dilcouered
the graues of the dead. Thefe things are left to memory of
the Queene Nitocris, againft whole fonne Labynitus ha-
uing the name of his father, and the gouernement and prin-
cipality of all Aflyria; Cyrus prepared his whole army,
at whole approch the great King gathered a power of me ,
hauing made aboundant prouifion both of corne and cattell.
Moreouer, great plenty of water was had in readinelle,
brought from the floud Choalspis, running a little belydes
Sufa, of which riuer alone the King is accuftomably wont
to drinke. The water of Choalspis being firft fodden and af-
ter referued in vellels of filuer, is continually borne after
the King whether foeuer he goeth by Chariots driuen on
four wheeles, which follow his trayne in great number.

Cyrus therefore vndertaking a iourney to Babylon, af-
ter he came to the riuer Gyndes (whiche proceeding from
the Mantien mountaynes necre vnto the people Darnei,
meeteth with the riuer Tigris, whole [treame palling by
the City Opis, floweth into the red [ea) he attempted to
palle the water, which by no meanes can be gone ouer
without f(hipping, where [tepping foorth a lusty gallant of
the army, and mounting on the backe of a milkewhite
[teede, f[acred and holy to the gods, aduentured in a brauery
to take the water, and go ouer, whome the floud winding
and wreathing with in his [treame, [wallowed vp fo that he
was neuer after feene. But King Cyrus greatly agreeued
at the vnkind and iniurious deede of the riuer, threatned
the water in furious manner, faying, that the time (hould
not be long erre he brought it fo lowe, and to fo [cant an
ebbe, that the very women of the countrey (hould dare to
go ouer it, not weeting themlfelues to the knees, which
thing for the vehemency of his rage he immediately put in
practife, intermitting and leauing off hys voyage to Baby-
lon: wherefore diuiding his campe into two partes, hele-
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uelled out and drew by a line. 180. trenches on eyther fide of
the riuer, whereinto he determined to draine the water:
which enterprife (as in fo great a multitude ) was at legth

brought to palle, albeit he conflumed the whole fommer in
performance thereof. The mighty riuer Gyndes being in
this fort fhed and deriued into. 360. brookes at the approch
of the next [pring Cyrus renewed his purpofe, and [fet
foorth afrefh towardes Babylon, whome the great Kyng
with an hoast of men well prepared, exspected and looked
for in the fielt. When he drewe neere to the city, ligne of
battell was giuen, and a fierce encountry made on both
[ides, but the Perfians preuailing, compelled the contrary
part to flie into the city, where the Babylonians (for that
log before they perceyued King Cyrus to be of a  bufie & an
vnquiet nature, giuen to controuerly & trouble, intermed-
ling & dealing with other nations) had made plentiful pro-
uifion of vittailes, & all kind of [uftenance for many yeares,
for which they liued in fecurity, nothing at all waying to be
kept in and enclofed with a fiege. Cyrus in like cale hauing
a long time layne at the walles without any [uccefle or a-
uayle, was altogether ignorant of what wood to frame his
arrowes, howbeit at laft, eyther of his owne trayne, or by
the counfayle and aduertifement of others, he calt about a-
nother way, and wrought thus: placing his army on eache
fide of the city, fome on that part where the riuer entereth
in, others on the backlide where it floweth out, hee gaue
commaundement, that at fuch time as they [aw the water
to fall and berome fleete and ealy to be waded; they fhoulde
inuade the city by the chanell of the floud: leauing there-
fore his ariny in this order and aray, with the vnfitteft and
weakelt part of his power, he withdrewe himlfelfe afyde to
the poole, made by the handyworke of Queene Nitocris,
whether beeyng come, looke what before time had bene
wrought by her whyle the bridge was building, the
felfe-fame alfo dyd Cyrus, piercing the bancke of the
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river; and geuing a vent to the water to pafle into the
fenne: whereby the [treams decrealing, became very sha-
low, and without daunger to thofe that aduentured to palle
through which thing being marked by thofe that [tayd be-
hinde at the walles, they tooke the riuer, and wading very
little aboue the knees with manfull and valiant courage,
brake into the City: whome the men of Babylon (if in cale
they had foreknowne the fact of Cyrus) had not onely not
permitted to take the Towne, but contrarywife had de-
ftroyed them all by a milerable death: for hauing falt bar-
red the little gates that open to the riuer, and placed them-
felues partly on the top of the wall, partly on the bankes
without the City, they had pent and included them as it
were in a caue or denne from whence they could neuer haue
elcaped aliue: wheras now the Perfians stealing vpon them
of a sudden, were at their elbowes before they were aware.
In which their diftreffe (fo huge was the City in dignelle)
that (by report of thofe that dwelt next them) they which
inhabited the middle part of the City, were flatly ignorant
that the towne was taken. Wherefore being a feltiuall day,
they egerly perfued their delight and paltime, dilporting
thélelues with dauncing, and all kind of plealaunt recrea-
tion, vntill the cale was too plaine that the enemies were
within the walles. fuch therfore were the meanes where-
by the City Babylon was firft of all taken and [urprifed by
warre. As touching the power and value whereof, we will
hewe many teltimonies, this one efpeciall and of manyfeft
euidency. The whole coaft which is vnder the gouernance
of the great King, being leuied at a certayne rent to finde
the Prince and his armie (I meane besides thole reue-
newes and penfions which euery moneth in the yeare are
duely payde and yeelded to the Crowne) at the fourth part
of thys rent or fubsidie is the region of Babylon rated a-
lone, the other eyght partes beéing gathered and contribu-
ted out of the whole Countrey of Afia: [o that the puillance
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and hability of this region is equiualent and matchable to
the third part of Aflia. The [eigniorie allo and principali-
ty of this part (which the Perfians call a Satrapy, that is,
a Dutchy or Countey) doth in great mealure exceede all
other prouinces that are vnder the protection of the great
King. For fo much as Tritechmas fonne of Artabazus
whome the King made his Lieutenant, and principall o-
uer this Countrey, had duely rendered vnto him for tri-
bute euery day in the weeke more then eyght gallons of [il-
uer, according to the Perfian mealure called Artaba, which
exceedeth by three quarts the mealure that is vled in Atti-
ca, which they call by the name of Medimnus. Moreouer
he had a stable of couragious and lusty courfers for the
[addle, besides thofe which were purpofely kept and mana-
ged for the vle of warre: to thefe were added eight hun-
dred stalions or ftone horfes, with [ixteene thoufand maares
which were couered by thofe horfes, one stalion being refer-
ued and admitted to the couering of twenty maares. Be-
fides all this, fo great a multitude of dogs or maltifes com-
ming of the kinde and breede of India were belonging to
him, that four great townes [tanding in the plaine of Baby-
lon, ftoode at no other reuenue, then to find and maintayne
a company of curres. All whiche things were peculiar and
appertinent to him that was the viceroy or prefident of Ba-
bylon. In the countrey of Allyria they haue fmall ftore of
rayne: [uche graine as the land yeeldeth beeing euermore
watered by the floud, not after the maner of Nilus in Z£-
gypt (which of his owne accord rifeth ouer the bankes,and
giueth moilture to the fields round about) but partly by the
labour and hads of men , partly allo by brookes and ditches
deriuing the water throughout their ground. For through
all the region of all Babylon (euen as in ZAgypt allo) are
drawne many trenches and ditches, the greatelt whereof is
nauigable, and caryeth fhips, bearing to that coalt where
the [unne is at a ftand in winter, and reacheth from Euphra-

Iv.<r> tes




The firlt Booke

reacheth from Euphrates to the floud Tigris, neere vnto
the which was planted and [ituated the city Ninus. This
foyle for corne and all kinde of grayne, is the molt battle
and plentifull of all others, being very barren and naked of
wood: wherein, elpecially the figge tree, vine, and olyue,
could neuer profper or come to any proofe, but for feede and
tillage [o fruitefull and aboundant, that it neuer fayleth to
yeeld increafe two hundred fold: and if the ground be very
well taken, and the yeare fauourable, it multiplieth to three
hundreth times as much as was calt into the earth. The
eares of their wheate and barly are more then a handfull
broade. Likewile ye fmall [eede of Millet or Hirle, together
with the graiue of India called [esamum, to what exceeding
growth and tallnes they arile in this countrey, that almolt
they feeme in manner of mighty trees, albeit I alluredly
know & could iustly affirme, yet I will rather keepe silence,
knowing that thofe which hath bene already fpoken of the
greate encreale of their graine are [uche, that they far fur-
mount aboue the comon credit and vfuall courfe of nature.
They vle no kinde of oyle but [uch as is made of the [eede
Sefamum. Palme trees are comon with the in euery place

of the countrey, many of the which beare fruite & are very
fertile. Parte of this fruite they turne and employ to foode
and [uftenaunce, making wine and honny of the reft. The
trees themlelues they prune and manure not vnlike theyr
figge trees. fome of thele palmes (as they vle allo to do in
other) the Graecians call male trees, the fruite wherof they
eate not, but only bind it to the fruite of the female trees,
whereof breedeth a fmall woorme or flye, which with her
fharpe and forcked nebbe biteth through the fruite of the
female palme, whereby it commeth to ripenefle and matu-
rity, being otherwife wont to drop off and decay before it
arriue to full growth and perfection. For of the fruite of
the male palme is bred and produced this little worme, fuch
as come allo of a wilde figge tree.
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Let vs now proceede vnto that which next after the city
it felfe, is (in my fancy) the [traungeft mirrour and wonder
of the whole region. The vellels wherein they are acculfto-
med to palle downe ye [treame to Babylon, are made circle-
wile, and of round compalle, drawne ouer on the outlide,
and couered with leather: for the people of Armenia,whole
countrey lyes aboue the Alflyrians, hauing hewed & [moo-
thed out of willow certaine round vellels very hollow and
deepe, they calt ouer a paast or couering of leather, apply-
ing them both to the vle of houflhold affayres to contemne li-
cour in & fuch like, and alfo to rowe in and palle the water.
They haue neither head nor tayle that a man may poynt at
with his finger, there to be the nofe and forepart of the
fhippe, and heere the hinder part or sterne, but are contri-
ued into a circulare forme like a buckler or target. The bot-
tome of thele vellels they matte and fence with [trawe or
rufhes, wherevpon laying their chaffer and merchandife,
they commit themlfelues to the water. Theyr chiefelt ca-
riage is fmall roundlets or firkins of wyne, makyng the
calke it felfe of the leaues of palme. The vellels are go-
uerned by two feuerall rothers, at the which, two men
continually f[tande and are attendaunt, the one whereof
drawes the steree towardes hym into the fhippe, the other
thrufteth from hym outwarde. Thele kynde of fhippes
are maruaylous greate, and very capable, albeit fome of
them be of [maler making then other. The greater fort are
of power to carry the waight of fyue thoufand talentes.
In euery of which there is one liue Afle at the lealt, and in
the bigger three or foure. Beeyng landed at Babylon,
and hauyng made theyr marte of fuche thynges as they
broughte, they [ell alfo the woodde of theyr Shyppes,
wyth the [trawe, rufhes, and f[uche lyke, loadyng backe
theyr Afles with the [kinnes, which they driue home before
them into Armenia: forfomuch as to [aile vpwards againft
the courfe of the riuer, it is not poflible for them, by realon
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of the [wiftnefle and violence of the [trcame, which is the
caufe allo that they make their veflels not of wood, but of
[kinnes. After they are returned to Armenia they make
prouifion of other fhips, all one in [imilitude and falhion
with the former: fuch are the vellels wherein the Allyri-
ans ferry downe the water to Babylon.

Now for their habite and attyre it is on this manner.
Their vluall cuftome is to go clothed in two garments, one
of linnen downe to the feete, another of wollen drawne vp-
pon the [ame: aboute their (houlders they calt a cloake of
whyte coulour. In their f(howes following the cuftome of
the whole countrey, they vle all one fafhion, not much vn-
like the Thebane Mippers. Their hayre very long, tied and
bound vp behinde with a coyfe. In all partes of their bodye
embaulmed with [weete oyles and precious oyntmentes.
On their fingers they we are a [ignet: bearing in their hads
a flender rod in forme of a scepter, very [kilfully and artifi-
cially wrought, on ye top whereof is carued either an apple,
a role, a lilly, an eagle, or fome [uch like thing, being ac-
compted wickednelle with them, and againft all lawe, to
carry a rod or scepter without fuch an enfigne on the top.
And thus much for their attyre.

The lawes which they vle are thele. One molt commen-
dable, and for the [ingulare wifedome and commoditie
thereof greatly to be regarded. Likewile another, which (if
I be not deceiued) the people Eneti comming of the Illyri-
ans do commonly practife throughout their whole lande.
Once in a yeare they obferued this cuftome. The virgins
that were arriued to the due time and eltate of marriage,
they aflembled all into one place, falt behind thefe [toode a
great multitude of yong men and batchelers. When all
were come and the company was hush, there arofe vp a com-
mon cryer, proclayming feuerally the fale of euery one to
[uche as were minded to buy them, and in the firft place
fhee that was the paragon and moft beautifull damofell
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of all the route, was in like manner firft publifhed and fet
forth to be fold, whom fome one or other hauing purchafed
with a great fumme of money, fhe that was next in beau-
tie to the fairelt, was next priced, with a condition annexed,
that they whiche bought fhoulde alfo marry them. Suche
therefore of Babylon that were of good wealth, and wan-
ted wines, bought vp the brauelt wenches, euery one [pee-
ding belt for beautie that badde belt for the beautifull. The
balelt forte of yonkers that were not [o deyntely toothed,
contenting themlfelues with the homelieflt lafles, chofe ra-
ther to take a good nutbrowne wench with a dowrie, with
whome to practife the daliaunces of Venus. The market
being made of the beflt and fayrelt, incontinently the molft
vggly and foulelt drofle of the company was by the voyce of
the crier cyted to appeare, whome he fet foorth and pro-
pounded to the liking of any, who with the lealt expence
and [inalelt charge that might, woulde be contente with a
wife. In which fort he [tandeth, til there ftep foorth a mate
that will holde himfelfe satisfied with a fluttithe wife and a
flender dowrie, euermore making a gayne of thofe vppon
whome nature and the heauens had largely beltowed theyr
graces and trealures, whereas with the reft, that were ey-
ther impotent, lame, or in part of the body diffigured, or
generally [luttifh and ylfauoured, they endowed with a por-
tion of goodes the [ooner to procure and get them hul-
bands. Neither was it free and indifferent for any man to
place and difpofe his daughter to whome he would: nor for
the byer without [ufficient warrant or [uretie of his good
vsage of hir to take hir away: but hauing brought fuch as
fhould plight their faith and honeftie in his behalfe, that he
(hould vndoubtedly vle hir in place of his wife, he tooke hir
with him, whereof if by fortune they coulde not agree, the
law commaunded that the money whiche was geuen for
price of the virgine fhould be eftfoones reftored to the buy-
er: wherein the cuftome was not fo ftrict and feuere, but
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that a couple of contrary villages might match together,
and enter the eltate of mariage one with another, the man
alwayes rendering a certaine [umme and price for his wife
if (he were worth the buying. This law was very well and
wilely ordeyned by them, which within a while after lost
his force, and was vtterly neglected: albeit in later dayes
they coyned a new deuife that no man (hould abufe or any
way iniurie a woman, nor carry hir away into a [trange ci-
tie, for the citie being taken, and themfelues hamefully in-
treated by their enemies, in o much that the molt part of
them had walted their goodes and fubstance, the poore lay
people that were in great extremity and want of [ultenace,
cauled their [tocke, ye care of their honelty & chalfte liuing fet
apart, to purchale lucre by the common vle of their bodies.
Another law and statute they had of equal prayle and com-
mendation with the firft, whereby it was prouided that all
perfons polleffed with any griefe or dileale, (hould be cary-
ed out and layd in the open market place, to the end that (v-
fing no Physicions) euery one might giue their verdit of
their ficknelle and maladie. As euery one therefore appro-
cheth neare vnto the difealed, if at any time they haue had
triall and experience of the like payne and diltrefle eyther
in themlfelues or in other, they let not to minlfter connfaile
to the ficke, & prescribe [uch order & dyet, as hath bin here-
tofore either profitable to themfelues, or wholefome to o-
ther: vtterly abhorring from all lawe and ciuility, to palfle
[ecurely & carelesly by the feeble, & not to enquire the [tate
and maner of his griefe. They efteeme it no fmall blifle to
them to be buried in fepulchers, refembling very narrow-
ly the cuftome of the ZAgyptians in funerall forrow and la-
mentation for the dead. As oft as they haue fociety and fel-
lowfhip with their wiues, placing themlfelues in [feates
one ouer agaynlt another, the men take [weete perfume,
and burneth it, the women likewile doing the very [ame.
At the drawing neere of the euening they wash and wrinlfe
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themfelues very cleane, not attempting to touch any thing
with their hands, before they haue thoroughly cleanfed and
purged the filth from their bodies, which thing is in vle
likewile with the Arabians.

The [felfefame Babylonians acquaint themfelues wyth
an order full of all abhomination and wickednefle. All the
women of their nation once in their whole liues, refort to
the Temple of Venus, where abandoning their chaltity,
they giue vp themfelues to be defiled and corrupted by
ftraungers: howbeit, fuch women as are of great reputati-
on, and haue wealth at will, difdeining to [it and accompany
with the relt, are drawne to the temple in charlots or lit-
ters calt ouer and couered with a vale of leather: whether
being come, leauing the trayne of their meyny and [eruants
behinde them, they place themlfelues in feates before the
gates of the palace, which is the common vle of all fuch as
are of high degree. Within the Churche they [it in greate
multitudes, bound about the temples of the head with gar-
lands of [weete and plealaunt flowres, [ome of them are
comming, others going, for certayne pallages and wayes
feuerally made by cords & lines, leade and direct the [tran-
gers to [uch as they fancy belt and haue molte minde to.
Moreouer, hauing once taken her [eate in the Temple, [he
neuer returneth home vntill fome one or other of foreigne
countreys hath geuen her money, and reapt her chaltitie,
who approching neere to his lady whome he liketh, layeth
thus: The Goddelle Militta be fauourable and gracious
vnto thee. By this name Militta is Venus called with Al-
Syrians, neither is it lawfull to delpife the money which is
geuen, how much or how little foeuer it be, being applied
to a facred & holy vle. Neither may ye woma be her own car -
uer to reiect any yt commeth to her, but whofoeuer is her
firft chapman him f(he immediately followeth wtout relpect
of perfons: with whome, after [he hath accompanyed for a
while, hauing made her offring to ye Goddelle, [he returneth
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home,for the time to come not to be allured by mountaynes
of gold to acquaint themfelues with any in the like fort. Of
this noble route fuch as are molt prayleworthy for beautie
and comely proportion of the body, haue [oonelt made theyr
market and are gonne, the grofler and bafer fort being held
by the law to remaine there f[o long, till they haue accom-
plifhed the rites and cuftomes of the Countrey, fo that it
chaunceth the otherwhiles to abide in the Temple a yeare

or two, yea [ometimes three, before the poore foules can be
acquit of their feruitude. The like ordinaunce is of force &
vertue in fome part of Cyprus. Thele are the lawes of the
people of Babylon, of whome there be three fortes, [ome
which liue only by fifh, whiche beeing purged and dried a-
gainft the funne, they vle in this manner, firlt they powne &
bray it in a morter, which done, they preferue and keepe it
in linnen f(heetes, whereof they take at their plealure, and
putting thereto liquour, they kneade and bake it in maner
of bread.

The Perfian prince Cyrus hauing obteyned the victorie
ouer all the countrey of Babylon, was pricked with defire
to bring into his power the people of the Mallagetes; a na-
tion very large, and in armes couragious and valiaunt, ha-
uing their habitation in the Ealt towardes the morning
[unne beyond the floud Araxes, right ouer againft the Ifle-
donians, and being (as [ome men [uppofe) a part of Scy-
thia. The Riuer Araxes is both greater and lefle then the
mighty [treame called Ifter, wherein alfo are many Iles
not inferiour in compalle to the Iland Le(bus. The people
of thole Iles liue in the fommer time by all kinde of rootes
whiche themlfelues plucke vp and gather, releruing the
fruite of their trees that is ripe and ready to be eaten for
their winter foode and [uftenance. By thele people were
found out and deferyed certayne trees, whole fruite being
calt into the fire (which they vle to kindle swarming toge-
ther in great flockes) doth no lefle incharme and make
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drunken the fenfes of thofe that fit by, with the [auour and
fmell proceeding therefro, then their wyne doth intoxicate
the heads of the Grecians, being fo much the more idle in
their braynes by how much ye more they burne of the afore-
faid fruite: euen fo farre at length, that they fall to
finging, dauncing and leaping palt mealure. Now the floude A-
raxes (like as allo ye ryuer Gyndes which Cyrus broached
and deuyded into 360 trenches) beginneth at the Mantien
hylles parting it felfe into [ixty feuerall [treames, the relt
(one only excepted) haue their endinges in fennes and ma-
rithe groundel: where certayne people are fayde to make
their abode, which are nourifhed by rawe filhes, being clo-
thed and apparelled in feale [kinnes. The other parte of
Araxes continueth his courfe vnto the fea called Calpium,
which is a fea of it felfe, not permixt and mingled with any
other, for alwell the salte water through the which ye Gre-
cians vle to faile, as allo the other without ye pyllers called
Atlanticum, finally, ye red fea & it do meete each with other
and are all one: but the Calpian waters are hemmed in &
inclofed with their owne [hores, being in length 15. dayes
fayle for a light f(hippe that goeth with oares: in bredth
fuch that the widelt parte (which is toward the welt) may
be palled ouer in eyght dayes. The welt [ide of this fea is
edged in by the mountayne Caucalus, being of incompara-
ble height and greatnefle: vpon this hill one people of all
fortes inhabyting: very many & diuerfe [ufteyned by wilde
foode and fieldifhe reliefe. The leaues which their trees
beare are much like vnto ours in fhew, though different in
nature: thefle they beate to powlder, and rempering them
with a quantity of water they make of them a certayne co-
lour of fuch force and vertue that paynting therewith vp-
pon their garments the [imilitudel of fundry wilde bealts,
it neuer chaungeth hue, but euen as if the pictures had bene
wouen and wrought in the cloth: [o together with ye woolle
it felfe they weare out and decay. Thelfe men after the ma-
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ner of brute bealtes meddle and accompany with their wo-
men in open [ight. Now the Welt parte of the fea Calpian
being inuyroned by the hill Caucalus, ye fide which extedeth
toward the Eaflte beateth vpon a large, [pacious, & ample
playne. The molt parte of this playne is poflefled by the
Mallagets, whom Cyrus for diuerfe & waighty caules was
ftyrred vp and prouoked to aflaile by warre. Firft by the re-
membraunce of his birth and infancie, whereby he was mo-
ued to thinke and imagyne him felfe to bee more then halfe
a god, farre aduaunced aboue the mortall eftate of humane
kinde. Againe not a litle puffed vp and emboldned by ye luck
and prolperous atchieuaunce of all his aduentures wherein
fortune [hewed him fo amiable a countenaunce, that againft
what nation foeuer hee fet his force, the [ame hee cauled
eyther to bend or breake, alwayes hauing the better hande
of his enemyes.

The kingdome of the Mallagets after the deceale of the
prince hir hufband was held by the moft noble and vertuous
Queene Tomyris, vnto whom Cyrus addrellinge certayne
mellengers in fained glofe of deceiptfull words, demaunded
hir mariage: but the prudent and couragious lady percei-
uing his bent, how not for the loue of hir felfe, but for defire
of the kingdome he had couloured a [ute of diffembled ma-
trimony, flatly forbadde him to come within the lystes and
boundes of hir countrey. Cyrus feeing his pollicie to be in
vayne, lead his power to the ryuer Araxes, in open and pro-
felled wile, threatning vengeance and all kinde of cruelty a-
gainft the realme of the Mallagets: wherefore hauing co-
uered the ryuer with certayne bridges, whereby to trayne
and conuey his army ouer the water hee fortified the fame
with defence & munition of towers builte by y® help & aydeof
fhips which he made for ye purpofe: to whom being diligent-
ly couer fant & bulfied in thele affaires, Tomyris difpatched
an Herauld of peace wt a mellage as followeth. Thou king
of the Medes, leaue of to trouble thy felfe in thole matters
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which y© haft taken in hand, vncertayne what gayne y' halt
reape by this thine enterprifle: be quiet therefore & be king
of thine owne, suffring vs to inioy thefe borders whereof we
haue the right & chiefe dominion. But what? difdayneft y
my cou [aile? preferreft thou al things before peace & quiet-
nelle? Be it then, if thy hart burne to be dealing with ye Mal-
[agets, ceale thy buyldings & either follow vs 3. dayes iour-
ney into our countrey, or departe our coalts & receiue vs in-
to thine. Cyrus hauing heard this greeting, allembled to-
gether the chiefe of ye Perfians & propounded ye matter to be
fcanned among them: who being all of one mynde & confen-
ting in one opinion made it no cotro uerfie, but yt it behoued
rather Tomyris with hir army to be receyued into Perlia &
them [elues to retyre into their owne lande: againft whom
Craelus being of a contrary iudgment began to reafon & ar-
gue in this maner. Truly (O king) as I fayd before, fince
it hath plealed the mighty lIupiter to delyuer mee into thy
hands: whatloeuer I fhall marke to be amille in thy houle
the [ame to the moft of my power I will ftudy to amend:for
myne owne fortune albeit an vnthankfull miftrefle, yet hath
fhe bene a leffon and schooling vnto me: if thou thinke thy
felfe a god, and thy army immortall, my counfaile is not for
thee, my fentence cannot auayle thee: but if ye acknowledge
thy felfe to be mortall, and to rule ouer thofe that be fubiect
to death, learne this firft, that ye affayres of men are placed
as it were in a circle, which being rowled and turned about
ne permitteth the fame man to bee alwayes fortunate: as
touching therefore the queltion propounded I vary in opy-
on from all thy counlaile: for geuing liberty to thy enemies
to come into thine owne realme, it is to be feared lealt at
the fame time thou leefe both the victory and thy kingdome.
thinkeft thou the Mallagets if they get the better, will
ftraight wayes depart without [poyle of thy countrey? con-
trarywile, if thou vanquifhe them what canst thou winne?
Certes (O Kynge) not comparably to that as if thou

K. ii.<r> beate




The firlt Booke

beate thefe Cockes one their owne dunghilles, fo maylte
thou followe them preflently vpon the spurres and fet them
befides their owne pearches. Conlflider this (noble prince)
and if thou feeme to like it, [eeke to follow it, and fly not one
foote before thou performe it: that hauing done this fonde
girle to vnderftande thy inuincible force and prowelle, thou
maylte follow thine enimyes at the hard heeles euen into y*
gates and walles of their city. For fhame let it not be fayd
at any time, that Cyrus the fonne of Cambyles did aban-
done the fielde and geue place to a woman. I thinke it good
therefore to goe [o farre forward, vntill they prouyde them
felues, and come forth to meete vs: wherein allo we haue fit
occafion to vle a pollicy. It is not vnknowne to you that the
Malflegets are vnacquainted with the [tately dyet and mag-
nificency of the Perfians: for which caufe hauing left behind
vs in our tentes all store of delightefome and plealaunte
meates, with great plenty and aboudance of [weete wines,
let vs leaue the weakelt parte of our army there, and with-
draw our [elues alide to ye ryuer: our enemyes glutted with
ryot, and bereaued of their right fenfes by excelle of wine;
what may hinder vs to take them vnwares, cauling them to
pay the pryce of their dinner with the loffe of their lyues.
Thele opinions were vttered as concerning the caufe. But
Cyrus refufing to be ruled by the Perfians, betoke him [felfe
wholly to follow the aduife of Craelus. Wherefore he gaue
fignifications to Tomyris to retyre back, delaring him [felf
to be ready to follow & geue her battle at home in her owne
countrey. The Queene according as [hee had determyned
withdrew her felfe backe into the middef of the region.

Now king Cyrus hauing committed to his fonne Cam-
byles the gouernaunce and adminiftration of the realme,
he delyuered into his hands Craelus king of ye Lydians, ear-
neftly charging him vpon the duty & obedience of a fonne, y'
if his luck in battle were worfe then he loked for, he [hould
let palle no parte of courtesie, honour, & liberality towards
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him: which when he had fayd he fent them away into Perfia
pafling ye water him [elfe with his whole power. The lame
night after hee had trayned his hoft ouer the [treame of A-
raxes there befell vnto him a [traunge vilion, wherein be-
ing on [leepe he feemed to beholde the eldeft fonne of Hylta-
[pes hauing on his f(houlders two wynges, with one of the
which he fhadowed all Afia, with the other all Europa. Hy-
talpes (comming of the princely houfe of ye Perfian Ache-
menides and borne of Arsaces) had a fonne named Darius,
fuperiour in yeares to the reft of his children, being at that
time welnigh twenty yeares olde, whom his father for that
hee was too younge for the campe, left at home in his owne
conntrey. Cyrus awaked from his dreame, began to waigh
and ponder with him [elfe the drift and intent of his vifion,
and [uppolinge it to bee of no [male moment called for Hy-
[tal[pes with whom in fecret wile hauing remoued all com-
pany he comoned thus . Thy fonne Hyftalpes hath wrought
treaflon, againft me and my kingdome, which his difloyall &
malicious trechery. I came to knowe by this meanes. The
heauenly powers whole prouidence is a buckler to mee a-
gainft all aduerlity hauing chiefe care and regarde of my
health, haue fhewed me all things that are to come. No lon-
ger ago then this laft night I beheld in my [leepe the eldelt
of thy children, bearing on each (houlder a mighty winge,
and couering with the one all Afia, with the other Europa,
whereby I alluredly coniecture his treafon which hee co-
uertly tendeth againft the crowne: hence then, difpatch and
[peede thee into Perlia, referue him fafely to my nexte re-
turne, that calling him to his tryall. I may fee by what
meanes he can quit himfelfe of trechery. Thele things fayd
Cyrus for that hee afluredly thought that Darius had ten-
ded milchiefe to his perfon and priuily fought to vndermine
him in his kingdome. But hee reckned without his hoft, &
was farre deceyued of his accounte: for the gods did fore-
fhew, and fignifie to him how in that place he fhould finifthe
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his life, and that his kingdome at the length f(hould delcend
to Darius. Hyftalpes [haping an anfwere to ye Kkings words
began and fayd. The gods forbid (O mighty prince) that a-
ny one of the Perfian bloud (hould eyther malice thy perfon
or impeach thy Maielty: who if he were knowne a thowland
M. deathes were to ealy for him. By whom, but onely by
thy ayde (moft gratious king) were we made of flaues fre-
men, of fubiects and vaflals lordes and rulers ouer other?
If the gods haue accufed my childe of trealon, take him, he
is thine owne, I yeelde him vp to bee dealt withall as it [ée-
meth thee beft. His talke finithed hee immediatly tooke his
pallage ouer the ryuer Araxes, into Perfia, for farther al-
[uraunce and charge of his fonnes appearaunce at ye Kings
plealure.

Cyrus hauing gayned the other fide of Araxes, and mar-
ched forward one dayes iourney, forthwith he did as Crae-
[us had counfayled him, leauing in his tents the feeblelt and
molt vnapt fouldiers of his whole number, and departed
thence with the reft to the fhores and banckes of Araxes,
being lightly harneyled and addrefled for the purpofe. The
feely remnaunte of the Perfians appointed to f[tay behinde
in defence and munition of the tentes, were allayled by the
third parte of the Mallagets power: where vling al meanes
to laue the tentes and [uccour them [elues, they were mife-
rably foyled and (layne. The enemy entering the campe and
perceyuing all places to be furnifhed with [umptuous pro-
uifion of dainty and delicious meates, toke the benefit of o
good and fauourable fortune, and fel frefhly to the banquet,
in fo much that hauing there stomacks forced with bittayls
and their heads inchauted with wyne , they were taken with
a profounde & heauy [leepe: when of a sudden the Perfians
returning from their ambush, came vpon them vnwares &
putting the moft parte to the [word, the reft they tooke and
apprehended alyue. Among thele was the fonne of Queene
Tomyris named Spargapiles, to whom was geuen and co -
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mitted the guiding of the army. Tomyris aduertifed of hir
fonnes milfortune together with the chaunce and loffe of hir
fubiects, full of ftomacke and dilpleafure, fent hir Legate y*
fecond time, and saluted Cyrus on this wile.

Thou infatiable and bloudy boutcher boast not thy [felfe
of this thou haflt done, for if by the fruite and sappe of the
Vyne (wherewith thy [felfe otherwhyles being filled to the
very eyes art free from no madnelle, vyce, and blasphemy)
if herewith I fay, thou halt taken and inchaunted my f[onne:
it is thy pollicy, not thy power: thy craft, not thy courage
that hath gotten thee the victory. Well then: once agayne
heare mee, and bee ruled by my counfayle: get thee hence
yet, and bee [peedily packinge, releale my fonne whom thou
haft in hold: for if in cale thou refufle and [tay but one mo-
ment, I [weare by the [unne the god and king of the Mal-
[agets, I will glut that greedy pawnch of thine with abou -
daunce of bloude, wherewith thou feemelt to bee infatura-
ble and neuer to be satisfied. Thele words with Cyrus came
in at one eare and went out at the other, lighter in value
then the wynd in waight.

Notwithltandinge, [eely Spargapiles fonne to the [toute
and couragious Queene. Tomyris, being throughly awa-
ked and come to him felfe, perceyuing the cale he was in, hi-
bly befought Cyrus to loofe him & take of his bondes: which
done, and hauing his hands at liberty, hee pawnched him
felfe into the belly with a Iauelyne, and fo dyed. Such was
the end and heauy deflteny of poore [pargapiles ye Queenes
fonne. Whom his mother greatly lamenting, and [eeing
hir counfayle to take no place, gathered a mighty power &
fought with king Cyrus in [uch forte, that of all battayles &
combatryes of the Barbarians there was neuer any [o blou-
dy, fell, and cruell on both sides as this. The fight and bat-
tayle it felfe was in this maner. Firft of all being diftant
one from another a certayne [pace, they allaulted each o-
ther by fhotte of Arrowes, which beinge [pente & confu-
med, [o feirce a clofe was geuen on both parts wt [words,
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Daggers, and lauelynes, that the very fire [parkled out by
the force and might of their blowes. Thus the battayle re-
mayned equall a greate [pace, neither parte yeelding the
breadth of a hayre to his enemy, till at the length the Mal-
[agets preuailing, made a great Maughter of the Perlians:
wherein Cyrus himlfelfe hauing raygned thirty yeares flaue
one, made a finall ende and conclufion of his dayes: whom
the wrathfull Queene Tomyris feeking oute amonge the
flayne and mangled bodyes of the Perfians, toke his head &
throwing it into a vellell filled with bloud, in vaunting and
glorious wife insulted ouer it in thefe words. Thou Bout-
cherly tyrant, my fonne thou tokeft by craft and kylledst by
cruelty, wherefore with thy felfe I haue kept touch. Now
therefore take thy fill bloudy caitife, [ucke there till thy
belly cracke. In this maner dyed the noble King Cyrus:
of whole death and ende [ince many and fundry thinges are
bruted, it steined vs good to followe that, which among the
reflt founded neerelt to truth.

The Mallagets are very like the Scythians both in ly-
uing and attyre. There maner is to fighte both on foote and
horfe backe, in both kindel exceeding valiaunt. There wea-
pons which they vle are Arrowes, [peares, & [hort Dag-
gers after the maner, and cuftome of the countrey: all their
Harnefle and furniture is garnifhed and adorned both with
Golde and Braffe: vlinge to their [peares Duyuers and
Daggers, Spangs and bullions of braffe: their Coltlets,
Belts, and the reft of their armour beinge gallauntely fet
forth and beautified with Golde. In like maner allo the cu-
rets of their horfe are layde & embofled with curious worke
of Golde: wherewith allo are done and belet their raynes,
brydles, and trappinges: being altogether vnacquainted
with the vle of filuer, or Iron. For the land yeelding vn-
to them ineftimable plenty of Gold and Bralle, yet of Sil-
uer and Iron it is quite voyde and deltitute.

Moreouer their maners are thele. Euery one marieth
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